
THE PRESBYTERY OF DENVER

REV. J. MONT TRAVIS
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DENVER. COLORADO

Pe:;ort of Corn2ittee to invetixte the
Teachings of the D.U. and the I. S. of P.

To the Presbytery of Denver:

Deir Brethern:

Your Cornwittee, •aointed at the September meeting to in—
veetigate and report concerning the nnture of the religious views
held .nd intruotion i’parted at the Denver University and the
luff School of Theology, beg leave to report as follows:

The fo11c4ng letter rrnd interrogatories 7ere addreceed
to professors having to do v;ith f3iblical rnatter:

Per Sir:
Would you kindly give the inforntion asked for in the

appended interroEatoriea,
I have been directed a’ a “nm un:er authority” to iiik

the inquiry, and trurt that a frank response my e returned as
aeon as you may find it ccnven ient.

Of course, in view of the aot that the achool in conducted
uner the auspices of the 1ethodiot Episcopal denorinti-n, it is rea
ized that representtives of nethr.r body have no right in the
premises to intrude. But in aernuch as other denominations are re—
presented in the student body, this may be considered as justifying
vhat miht otIeriae be uni.arranted.

Thanking you, therefrre, for tI anticipated inform.ticn,
lam

Ycrs vry sincerely,
Dec. ?, 19Th. fsiined) . . Crtipbefl,

Interrogttories:

1. The text books used or reference books recczmended in the course
of reliF.ius or Biblical instruction given in your department have
been relecte, have they not, because t n views are in accor with
those held by you and the School authoritieel

2. Is the theory of evolution accepted by you and taken for grrnted,
understood sxd airplied, on occasion, in your work as an instructor?

3. In the estimate of Biblical literature, es to authors, chronology
etc., is your view point that of the Higher Critical School — commonly
so called?

The first response to this vas from a Professor in the
lUff School of Theology, indicating some doubt as to the writer’s
authority for making the inluiry.

The following note wan irr.meditely sent to him .nd to all
the others:
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Dear Sir:
I Lhou1d h3ve mentirned th.t those “interrogntrie” iere

sent by nze n Ohair1fl of a ooitiittee pcinted for that rurroe by
the Prebytery of Penver. Please prdon the oversight and kindly
respond with the infortion deijired.

Tbnk you. Yours very sincerely”,
Pec. 1’., 1918.

To this no reply hs been

Cc;rtecus but unsatiifactory responsen were received fror
other I. S. of T.prcfeore. They were0 høwever, in line itli d
confir.tcry of the uesticaablo poniticis wierted in Preebytery and
on e strength of which your conrLittee wan apointed.

No re-ly came froRl the P. U. profescro until after the
coiç’icticn of this report, except a brief one frozi the d;rtnent of
Bio1cy in vhi1 we were less interested thi in the other -nc3 one fron
a professor in the extension nd sumzer schoci work, The one ccriin
from the P.U. since the writing of the report in of the ate unsati
ftctery nture as those referred to obove.

Any who mry have considered silence as the better part of
valor, muet not coirplain if it be interpreted as a confession. The irr—
pression cveyed by the repc’nsee thils onfirminf the belief that
there was “something rotten in the stite of Penniark”, led one to realize
at th.e same tine that there was not absent from the replies ecrewht
of a consciousness of this. Neverthelesr, it so aneerted itself
throuh a variety of sources that your corti.ittee feels compelled nd
jueti’ied in n.king a decidely adverse report.

If “a mi is iown by the eonp’.ny he keeps”, it is no less
true of eduction’l poitions. In this cse tho text book and ‘orks
of reference are ininicl to the integrity of the Scriptures as evangel
ically held. That would be thought of (Thrieti arente who in the
re1iieue e’ucation of their children, int1led into Tiacee of honor,
and made chief use of “:orkn which decried the fundmental and hcliet
elements of the faith which they were endeavor me: to irprese upon their
ninde and heats? In ich an exhibition of prentiJ. folly, v.ould it
be Eurising i the plastic minds of te young v.ere zclded erroneously?
Why then should a professed Christian institution be guilty of it? Or
to ch.nge the annology, what would you think of a restaurateur v;hooe
menu would in the main be composed of dishes containing poisonous
elements, and who was i11ing to take the reoponsibility or the death
of his patrons? Again let it be aked why chld a profeeseci Christian
institution be guilty of this in the more preciois realm of the Spiritual

It is interesting to note that meet of the orka to which
these uthors kowtow re “made in Cermany” They the:se1ves are largely
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echoes. In these d,ye hen there h?e been tich . nlumr in Cernn
vi1ue, one wonders whether they •%re itill ditponed to diiiirin1y drive
go1cen nti1e into thoie wooden tatue*.

In view of the fact thi.t much of this te.ching han been hald
reipcnabi1e ftr that ec1ipie of faith which rrouced Prurrian nii1itr-
im ari its hrvet of woen, it would be pertinent to inluire, whether
a true Christin ptriotiAn does not roint to the propriety of exercio
ing such i.n eductionl cenorhip.as may deliver our youth from being
hcneyccmbed with the eien:ent of cec.y and death. cr the fr*it ill
be “each Ptr bin kind” whether found in Cermuiy, Iritin, Merica
or Tiubuctoo.

The following will in1ic.te the attitude and teohing of
authcr who are exi.lted to places of honor in the curriuli, used
as guidcs in the formation of the beliefs of young men a maidens.
The evolution theory in made the basic lntinn of all phenomena
along the whole grnut from thephysioal up to and. includin’ the
peychicl. Religion, in all its nifentations, Christianity inclied,
has to o through this mill to be grouid ut along the line of rrtural
la•. It in needless to sy that they look, therefore, with unfriednly
eyes on all claine to the uern’tural, miraculous or interventienal
in nature or spiritual experience.

According to this theory, as held by these authorr, man was
t first nught but sn e.ergent brute, an the ulieet reliious
experii:nce of the race was fetishism vhioh by evolutionary development
was carried forard without divine intervention thro’gh all later
phases — Christianity included. “Inverventicn” is a v.o rd which i
anathema in the i r vocabulary.

It is r,ther anuing to note the ccol wty in vhioh ri’s
priritive estate, a recorded in Cenesi’, is igzrred. It interfere
with their theory. Not only so it the fii chapter of Romns is also
-apparently cut side the rrnge of their vision. Cne wcu Id surrose that
these writin, to say the least, wild be on a ar vith the heathen
sources •r they make ec much. In line with all this, one of the
text bock affirms that a higher religicui, .t first as te gift of
God, “is impossible to conceive”. onctheinm instead of being firt
wan lst. It was an evolutionary •aohievenent.

Because of this, all relipious cults prior to Christianity,
from fetishism orJ, are to be regrded affcoticately by later

worshipere,

Christians incluie1, for they h’ve been our former homes
- on the evoluti’-try pilgranape. You my new ce livin in a finer hcusp,

yet you ohould have an affection for the old log onbin of former days
aithouph you might not care to take up your abode there aain. It was

orthy and appropriate in its day.
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Anjd all the fire phrne with which (fliritianity ie euioried
b3 theue uthrc yru redize tht it i* but a 1abori,ut exhibition of
HOW NCT TO DO A ThPJG. The cro ie etudiously •voided &id when in one
inst ce, at 1eFt, the viciriou8 eacrifice of cur Lord ic inont1y
rnefltirned it is that it ny be not only dincounted, but derided. “The
dcotrine of inputatirn h’n ite rootr in conception of Go whinh
Chritian.ty ccndarin tujrothd, therfor it n no place
in Christin theology”. “A in-kerer i not cue ivbo ber thc puniah—
ment of pin, for nc ne IYut the c’lnner can beir tht”. There i in
theEe textbooks a ccneit’nt air of urrriendlines toward the supernatural
in the Pable. It i really w , wpre It nr’st V() tr ic, to ee how
they swe’t in order to ueze it intc the stri,.itjioket of their therr
All crtB of tortuou exlnatory devcee ne brriight into re’tuinit ion,
if, rredvnture, thie element, like the Lord of Glory him’elf, y be
crucified, LeRt this hou1d seem an exagert ion we hten to “y,
that the oroingcf the Jordan was made posible, in their rtintien,
by the caving. in of the bank. AM hen Peter ;e delivered from
prison, it i’ not a case of divine intervention, hut a friendly ervice
by some of the oldiers on gwrd, for did not Herod ut tbeu to de.th
on account of it!

After besmirching the dendbi1ity of sacred writers whose
dita are in conflict vith their oritical theories nay even affirtring
them to be derninited by eti’naile notives in acme inetance, we
niiht well, were these things Sc, throvi up our hands In despair and
Writo, “Iohbod”, aver ail.

Of inspiration in the evangelic sense, there is none. They
have taken away our Lord and when thoy pretend to lead us to hi, he
turns out to be a counterfeit, for they have i.vested him of his deity.
Biblical authorship ai. chronology, whereby res, as a lee irlator M
prophet, is lrgely relegte to the orar hp, euteronomy being
foisted on the nation in the days of Josiah the balance of the
Pentateuch being post — exiUc. Into the Thbyrinthine windingo of their
theory, where a marvelous ‘ame of hide and seek is plyed, there is no
time to •nter. Amid the Kaleidoscopic ehiftings there is the ever
present need of giving obedience to ti conjluc3ory ship of th evolution
ary taskmaster. And so, like the hethen of ol., they freely use their
s in the temple of God, and sacred pereonalitien, not excludin cur
blesed Lord himself, ‘re held up as deceivir and being deceived.

With re:renoe to certain methods of interpretation, we are
told that “the exanplc of the writer to the flebrevs does not make it
ri’ht”. The s-me scant reverence is paid to all whose records may
militate a’ainet their deeiderted conclusions. Yeu get the i!prePoion
that the theory is rore i;portant than the Scriptures and tho.t it is more
leitiirate and tri.torthy to swear by a Driver or a 5n,ith or some
German rationalist than by OsS or Peter or Paul — r even the Lord
himself. The ritual of leraelas a hindrance rather than a help, tempt—
in them to idolitary nd to a mater&alistic reli.cn. This is, of
course, a sitting in judgement upon God, who ordered the ritual. But
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je a little thing like th.t in the etim!iticn of a higher critic.

The wthor of the Brok of ChronicleS i, epecial object of
their :ieen, SM to wSoie i11ogod igncruice .zz1 wetionah1e notive, they
have this to y in one p1ce; “that he wrote h.i’ hitory fro; tbe
Etafldpcint of flerti(’Ifl ter the exile, when thcPriest IegiTh.tion
bad been so long in foroc, tht it w imrtible for him to irgine
any tart of Ierael’e hinter as without it”. And 8c. hie record re
rding the Daviic ornizatine for religious ervioei w.a niply
the cretion of hi’ in.gination.

GeneeiG, ur to the call of is leeniry, hi1e in the
eubseuont triarch records, there in only a nucleus of believable
bicrr.iio.l data. Cne author, whree works ‘are used textbooks in
the so rings the chngee on the crd,, “probable”, in e most
fun ental ttere, tht we cannot resist the temptation to dub hi,
“Old probabilities”. His use of it is almost ad infinitum, and certainly
.d nauseLm. And yet he lifts u his oritic.l , cutting away here
“nd adding there, then stndang ok to gaze 1rinly on the deetruc’
tive esu1t, nd ex:eote appliuae for his srice And he gets it in
certin rtrr. Me lays down certain canon of Higher critical inter
prettion which we ux.ertand he baa recently alid in the issuance
of a shorter iew Tcstient, commendtory advertirenents of which h.vs
appeared in nziy church journal. @ne of these onnona in to the effect
that when you run afoul of more than one story of the se event, out
out the chronologically liter one. If you do not feel competent to
perfcrz the su rgic’.3. orer’it icr., why, in tht event send for the nerest
TTiher Critic. perhaps you b’d bctter select one as you would fmily
physici.i, so as to be the better .prep.red for an emergency.

The reason igned for this ii th.t the 1attrro more liable
to get behiskered with the miraculous. Take, tbereore, those which
tare mcre. naturalistic. The need of this he emhaoizeo by another e’ncn,
viz, that “the gospel riters lived an-an ace whecniit s customary to
regrd that which was marvelous or even thqt which to u neeae:
as suçernatural.” An so th Testment rut be rut an tre Tiher rxatic
dry dock tht it may be made seaortby. When fin’.liy it leaves the ways
we will hve, acoording to their, a smaller craft to be sure, but trinrner
and n:ucIi :cre dependable thnn th old one which has sailed in blessing
ove.r sinful human seas for th antecedent centuries.

While not wishing to be understood an visiting with universal
condemnation all that hae becn done by th;x, one is nevertheless in rees
ed with the element of irreverence in their handiin of the sacred
Coriptures; nd the inous of tir wok in nct in harmony with t’e
apostolic declaration that we have these Scrituren because “holy men
of Cod spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”.

If the sacred writers were as incompetent, unreliable and moved
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by £uOh uctiiab1e ccnAideratine in certiu inrtnces the
Hi.her (ritics dec1re them to be, our Lord included, then good by old
Bible. Thu are net a e—crthy craft in which to ret sail for eternity

When one cees those men it work, nd the ieiuea thereof, he
18 reninded of Juel, Chter 1 , ver 4. But we re enc r c when one
.‘o thezt luubriouely oonfenea as toliowe: “Ziddeot of Ll, theBible which
i being taught in the ma3crity of our sohoole, (Suny Schools), is
the Bible of later Judaism nd the middle icec.”

To have ny intituticn, therefore, and tore epecia1ly a
roeaeed1y a C riti cnfl, hrborinuch c’aft, is to be playing into
the hands of foroes ininioal to the integrity and perpetuity of cur
Christin ciiilizticn as well as of that Christian deuocracy, the
virtues of which they iay be ehoutin, ar no doub ehcvting hcnrstly,
from the hcue tops. This is teroly ::ioin it on the lover plene of
the life that now is. But what about its rl.tion to the interecte of
the i;ueasurable and irrevocable life beyond? This shculd pive uee.

!n view of all thin, your cozrrnittee ecoids:

PCc:ENPATI ctis

f a) Tht in viev of the conditions ebtinin inthi1’. re:ect, cur
youn people eeekin ccllei.te training be advised to select, if
poseible, sonic inctitution where such pitf.lls are neither found nor
countennced.

In default of this, that they be urged to tcke cn’l, as to
uch ztters, with their rtcrs or cthere fiualied by ‘mc a

wisdom as well as willingness to help pilot tIm to conclusiens in
hrmony ;ith the Word of God chile preuin, ch øtudie.

(b) Tht no student for the nii.nistry uMer our onre, .‘flLifl his
atudie at ths institutions, be recc;ned to cu of t ion.

• fc) That in vic; of the crying neod of safegwrding ecun •wotrine,
prayerful •nd unceasing effort be instituted for the cetablishnici t of
a College unier exclusive Synodical Control to woi’thily rceet the nede
of thiaPoocy Rcuntan region by fostering the seculr uid religious
euetaonsl trinjng of our yeun reopiP alone the scientific fly
established lines of investiticn.

Afl of which is respectfully eubzitted.

Wifli M. Cm!tefl )
Robert T. Caidwell ) Con.ttee
J. M nt. Travis )

•


