THE PRESBYTERY OF DENVER

REV. J. MONT TRAVIS
STATED CLERK
681 HIGH STREET
DENVER, COLORADO

Report of Committee to investigate the
Teachinge of the D.U. and the I. 8. of T.

Te the Presbytery of Denver:

Dear Brethern:

Your Committee, appointed at the September meeting to in-
veetigate and report concerning the nature of the religious views
held and instruotion imparted at the Denver Univereity and the
I1iff School of Theology, beg leave to report ae follows:

The following letter and interrogatories were addreesed

to profeesors having to do with Biblical matters:

Dear Sir:

Would you kindly give the information asked for in the
appended interrogatories,

I have been directed as a "mnn under authority® to make
the inguiry, and truet that a frank response may be returned ae
goon as you may find it convenient.

Of couree, in view of the fact that the schapl is conducted
under the auspicee of the Methodiet Epiecopal denomination, it is real-
ized that representntives of ancther beody have no right in the
premisese to intrude. But in ssmuch ae other denominations are re-
presented in the student body, thie may be considered as justifying
what might otherwiee be unwarranted.

; Thanking you, therefore, for the anticipated informntion,
am
Yours very sincerely,
Dec. 7, 1918, (signed) W. M. Cawmpbell,

Interrogatories:

1. The text booke used or reference booke recommended in the course
of religioue or Biblical instruction given in your department have
been selected, have they not, because their views are in accord with
those held by you and the School autheritiesy

8. 1Ie the theory of evolution accepted by you and taken for grnnted,
understood and applied, on occasioen, in your work as an instructor?

3. In the estimate of Biblical literature, ae to authors, chronology
etc., is your view point that of the Higher Critical Schocl - commonly
80 called?

The first response to this was from a Profeseor in the
I1iff 8School of Theology, indicating some doubt as to the writer's
authority for making the inquiry.

The following note was immediately sent to him'and to all
the others:



THE PRESBYTERY OF DENVER

REV. J. MONT TRAVIS
STATED CLERK
6851 HIGH STREET
DENVER, COLORADO

-

Dear Sir:

I should have mentioned that those "interrogatories" were
gent by me as chairman of a committee appeointed for that purpose by
the Presbytery of Denver. Please pnrdon the overeight and kindly
respond with the inforgation desired.

Thank you. Youre very sincerely",
Dec, 13, 1918. p

To this no reply hae been receivedjﬁrvnwn*/4i494°ﬂ

Courteous but unsatiafactory responses were received from
other 1. S. of T.profeseore. They were, however, in line with and
confirmatory of the questicaable positiore asserted in Presbytery and
on the etrength of which your committee was aprointed.

No reply came from the D. U. professors until after the
completion of thie report, except a brief one from the department of
Biology in which we were lese interested than in the others and one from
a professor in the extension and summer school work. The one coming
from the D.U. since the writing of the report is of the eame uneatis-
factory nature as those referred to above.

Any who may have considered milence as the baetter part of
valer, must not complain if it be interpreted as a confession. The im-
pression conveyed by the reepcnses while @onfirming the belief that
there wae "something rotten in the stnte of Denmark", led one to realize
at the same time that there wag not absent from the replies eomewhat
of a coneciousness of this. UNeverthelems, it so asserted itself
through a variety of sourcee that your committee feels compelled and
justified in making a decidely adveree report.

If "2 man ie known by the ¢ompany he keeps®", it is no lees
true of educational peeitions. In this case the text books and works
of reference are inimical to the integrity of the Scripturee as evangel-~
ically held. Vhat would be thought of Christian rarents who in the
religious education of their childrem, installed into places of honor,
and made chief use of worke which decried the fundamental and holiest
elements of the faith which they were endeavering to lmprese upon their
minds and hearts? In such an exhibition of rarental folly, would it
be eurprising if the plastic minds of the young were molded erroneously?
¥hy then should a professed Christian institutdéon be guilty of it} Or
to change the annology, what would you think of a reetaurateur whose
menus would in the main be composed of dishes containing poisonous
elements, and who wae willing to take the responeibility for the death
of hie patrone? Again let it be asked why should a professed Christian
inetitution be guilty of this in the more precicus realm of the Spiritual?

It is interesting to note that most of the works to which ;
these authors kowiow are "mande in Cermany." They themselvee are largely
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echoes, In these days when there hae besn smich a slump in Cerman
values, one wonder® whether they are etill dieposed to admiringly drive
golden naile intc those wooden statuee.

In view of the fact that much of this teaching has been hald
responebile for that eclipee of faith which produced Prusrian militar-
iem and its harvest of woes, it would be pertinent to inquire, whether
a true Christian patriotiem does not point to the propriety of exercis-
ing euch an educ- tional censorehip:as may deliver ocur youth from being
honeycombed with the element of decay and éeath. For the frait will
. be "each after his kind" whether found in Cermany, Britain, America
or Timbuctoo.

The following will indicate the attitude and teaching of
authors who are exalted to places of honor in the curricula nnd ueed
a8 guides in the formation of the beliefs cof young men and maidene.

The evolution theory if made the basio explanation of all phencmena
along the whole gamut from therphysical up to and ineluding the
peychical. Religion, in all ite manifestaticns, Christianity included,
h2s to go through this mill to be ground out along the line of natural
law. It is needlees to say that they leok, therefore, with unfriednly
eyee on all claime t¢ the surernstural, miraculous or interveaticnal
in nature or epiritual experience.

According to thies theory, as held by these aut hors, man was
at firet naught but an emergent brute, and the earliest religious
experience of the race was fetishiem which by evolutionary development
was carried forward without divine intervention through all later
phases - Christianity included. "Invervention" ie a word which is
anathema in their wocabulary.

It is rather amusing to note the cool way in which man's
primitive estate, ar recorded in Ceneeis, ie ignored. It interfers
with their theory. Net only so but the firet chapter of Romans is also
apprarently outeide the range of their vieion. One would eurpose that
these writing®, to say the least, would be on a par with the heathen
gourcee of which they make ec much. In line with all this, one of the
text books: . affirme that a higher religion, at firet as the gift of
God, "is impossible teo conceive". Monotheism instead of being firet
was last. It was an evolutionary achievement.

Because of this, all religious cults prior to Christianity,
from fetishiem onward, are to be regnrded affectionately by later
worshirpers, Christiane included, for they have been our former homes
on the evoluticnary pilgrimage. You may now be living in a finer houep,
yet you should have an affeoction for the cld log cabin of fommer daye
although you might not care to take up your abode there again. It wase
goed and worthy and appropriate in i%s day.



THE PRESBYTERY OF DENVER

REV. J. MONT TRAVIS
STATED CLERK
681 HIGH STREET
DENVER, COLORADO

‘4“

Amid all the fine phrases with which Christianity is eulogized
by thees authore, you realize that it is but a laborioue exhibition of
HOW NOT TO DO A THING. The corces ie studioudsly avoided and when in one
inetance, at least, the vicarious sacrifice of our Lord ies incidently
menticned it is that it may be not only discounted, but derided. "The
doctrine of imputation ham ite roots in a conception of Ged which
Christianity condemne and supereeded, and, therefore it has no place
in Christian theology®. "A sin-bearer is not one who beare the punish-
ment of ein, for no cne but the sinner can bear that". There ie in
theee textbooks a conetant air of unfriendlinese toward the supernatural
in the Bible. 1I¢ is really amusing, were it nnt so tragic, to eee how
they sweat in order to saueeze it into the strait jacket of their theory.
All sorts of tertuous explesnatory devicee are brought into requisitioen,
if, preadventure, this element, like the Leérd of Glory himeelf, may be
crucified, Lest thie should seem an exaggeration we hasten to say,
that the croseingof the Jordan was made poesible, in their estimation,
by the caving in of the banke. And when Peter wae delivered from -
prison, it was no% & cape of divine intervention, but a friendly servics
by eome of the eoldiers on guard, for did not Herod put them to death
on account of it!

After beemirching the dependability of sacred writers whose
deta are in oconfliect with their critieal theoriee ~ nay even affirming
them to be deminated by questionable motives in some instances, we
might well, were thees thinge se, throw up our hands in degpair and
write, "Ichabod", over all.

Of inspiration in the evmngelic sense, there is none. They
have taken away our Lord and when they pretend to lead ue to him, he
turns out to be a counterfeit, for they have divested him of hies deity.
Biblical authorship and ohronclogy, whereby Hloses, as a legislator and
prophety is largely relegated to the scrap heap, Deuteronomy being
foisted on the nation in the days of Josiah and the balance of the
Pentateuch being post - exilie. Into the labyrinthine windings of their
theory, where a marvelcus game of hide and seek is played, there is no
time toc enter. Amid the Kaleidoscopic shiftimge there ie the ever
present need of giving obedienece to the cemplusory ship of the evolution-
ary taskmaster. And so, like the heathen of old, they freely uee their
axes in the temple of God, and sacred personalities, not excluding our
bleesed Lord himeelf, are held up as deceiving and being deceived.

, With referencé to certain methode of interpretation, we are
told that "the example of the writer to the Hebrews does not make it
right", The same ecant reverence ie pajd to all whoee records may
militete against their desideranted conclusicns. You get the impreesion
that the theory is more important than the Soriptures and that it ie more
legitimate and trustworthy to ewear by a Driver or a 8mith or some
German rationalist than by lcses or Peter or Paul - or even the Lord
himeelf. The ritual of leraelwas a hindrance rather than a help, tempt-
ing them to idolitary and to a mater8alietic religion. This is, of
course, a sitting in judgement upon CGod, who ordered the ritual. But
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what 18 a little thing like that in the estimstion 6f a higher critic.

The author of the Book of Chronicles is a special objeot of
their epleen, as to whosé anlleged ignorance a2nd aquestionable mective, they
have thie to say in cne place; "that he wrote his history from the
standpeint of generatione after the exile, when the Priest legislatien
had been =0 long in foree, that it wam impoesible for him to imagine -
any rart of Iserael's histoty ae without it". And se, hie record re=-

- garding the Davidic organizatione for religious gervieces was sinply
the creation ¢f his imaginatiocn. :

Genesis, up toc the call of Abram, is legendary, while in the
subgequent patriarch records, there is only 2 nucleus of believable
biegrarhical data. One author, whose worke are used as textbooks in
the D.U., so rings the changee on the word, "probable", in hhe most
fundamental mattere, that we cannct résiset the temptation to dub him,
"0ld probabilities". His uee of it i® slmest ad infinitum, and certainly
ad nauseam., And yet he lifte up his eritical ax, cutting away here
and adding there, then standing baok to gaze admiringly on the destruc-
tive reesults, and expects applause for his service. And he gets it in
cert=in marters. He lays down certain cahons of Higher Critical inter-
pretation which we understand he hae recently aprlied in the iseuance
of a shorter New Testament, commendatory advertisements of which have
appeared in msany church journale. One of these canonm is to the effeot
that when you run afoul of more than one story .of the same event, cut
cut the chroneleégiecally later one. If you do not feel competent to
perform the surgical opernticn, why, in that event send for the nearest
Highsr Critic. Perhaps you had better select one as you would a family
phyeician, so as to be the better rrepsred for am eémergency.

The reaeon ae-igned for thie is that the lattzrare more iiable
te get bevhieskered with the miraeulous. Take, therefore, those which
are more natyralistic. The need of this he emphaeizes by another eancn,
viz; that "the gospel writers lived in an asge.when it wge customary to
regard that which wae marvelous or even that whioh to u® seems n-tuzial,
af supernatural.® And so the Testament must be put in the Higher Critic
dry dock that it may be made meaworthy. When finally it leaves the wayse
we will have, according to them, a emaller craft to be mure, but trimmer
and much more depshdable than the 6ld one which has sailed in blessing
over sinful human seas for the antecedent centuries.

While not wirhing to be understood ag vieiting with universal
condemnation all that hap been done by them, one ie nevertheless impressa-
ed with the element of irreverence in their handling of the sacred
Seripturee; and the iseue of their wok ie not in harmony with the
apodtoclic declaration that we have these Scripturee beesuse "heoly  men
of Cod spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghosth.

If the sacred writers were as incompetent, unreliasble and moved
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by sueh cuestionable considerat ione as, in certain inetances the
Higher Critice declare them to be, our Lord included, then good by old
Bible. You are not a sea-worthy craft in which to set sall for eternity

When one seed these men at work, and the issues thereof, he
is reminded of Joel, Chapter 1., verse 4. But we are encouraged when one
fo them lugubriously confesses as followe: "Zaddest of all, theBible which
ie being taught in the majority of our schoola, (Sunday Schools), ie
the Bible of later Judaism and the middle ages."

T hive any institution, therefore, and more especially a
professedly a Christian one, harboring esuch craff, ie to be playing into
the hande of foroces inimical to the integrity and perpetuity of our
Chrisetian civilization ae well as of that Christian democracy, the
virtues of whieh they m2y be shouting, and no doubt shouting honestly,
from the house tope. This is merely placing it on the lower plane of
the life that now is. But what about ite relstion to the interests of
the immeasurable and irrevocable life beyond? Thie should give pause,

In view of all this, yoﬁr committee Recommends:
RECCMMENDATICNS

(a) That in view of the conditions ebtaining in this respect, our
young people eeeking collegiate training be advised to select, if
poseible, some institution where such pitfalls are neither found nor
countenanced.

In default of thig, that they be urged to take ccounsel, as to
such matters, with their pastore or others nualiffisd by knowledge and
wiedom as well as willingnees to help pilot them to conclusione in
harmony with the Word of God while pursuing such studies,

(b) Thnt no etudent for the minietry under our care, pursuing his
etudiee at these inetitutione, be recommended to our Board of Eduention.

(¢) That in view of the erying need of safeguarding sound dootrine,
prayerful and unceasing effort be instituted for the eetablieshment of

a College under exclusive Synocdical control to worthily meet the needs
of thisRocky Mcuntein region by fostering the secular and religious
educstional trainjng of our young people along the seientifically
entablished 1ines ¢f investigstion.

All of which ie respectfully submitted.
William M. Cempbell

Rovert T. Caldwell ; Comni ttee
J. ¥ont. Travie )



