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prteface

This history is not intended to include all that

might be written into an account of the church at Florence.

I have only mentioned the Sunday school in an Incidental

way. I did not have records enough to make it worth while

to include a section in which this department would be

treated. The church has had, in times passed, an outstand

ing choir. This fact I have learned, but I could not get

the proper data to include a section concerning the activities

of the choir. Therefore, I did not include that. There were

periods of time in the history of the church when it seems

that nothing was happening. I ha^e passed over these with

but little comment,

I realize this is not a complete history, but at

the present time, it is the best I can produce. I think

a better job could be done if more time could be spent in

research.

no ItIG pf F;, If

5.H. V*

Kjtv . 4*^'- . r• '' ' Marlin Barker -

• - r A » January 4. 1954» J»C» Horfit i n * * i ■

«»»y. J,ii^ tJc.Jy, t$4

M

aev. r.7. JCrMrHBT. WOS-lQiH. ■ - ?•:

«. J90*-1.8O4

f,c. MlllJVitn,



TABI^] OF CONTENT

Florence Platted, 1872 X

Uncle Jesse Frazler X

Edwin Lobach 2

Senator James A. McCandless g

Early Methodist Work in Florence 5

Rev. J.P. Harris, 1882-1884; g

List of Members Received First Year g

First Officers g

Rev. Thomas P. Cook, . 1884rl887 XO

Rev. John Harrington, 1887-1889 10

Special Recognition 10

Rev. Joseph A. Smith, 1889 XI

Rev. H.R. Antes, 1889-1893 XI

Oil Crd^h in Florence XI

Florence A Boom Town X4

Florence and Coal Mining 17

Churches in Coal Creek and Rockvale X8

Cement in the Life of Florence 18

Rev. S.H. Kirkbride, 1893-1898 18

Rev. A.L. Chase, 1898-1899 22

Rev, J.C. Horn, 1899 24

Rev. j.W. Neely, 1899-1901 24

Rev. Thomas Andrew, 1901-1902 24

Rev, F.T. Krueger, 1902-1904 24

Rev. George S. Parker, 1904-1905 26

Rev, H.M. pittgree, 1905-1908 28

Rev, W.C, Millikan, 1908-1910, 29



Rev. James R, Thomas, 1910-1914.,.. 29

Rev, William F. Clark, 1914-1915 31

Rev. William J. Kidd, 1915-1917 .31

Rev. A.Ii. Leech, 1917-1918 32

Rev. E.G. McCallister, 1918 33

Rev, J.H. Boner, 1918-1919 33

Rev. George E. Pennell. 1919 34

Rev. P.F. Gibbs, 1919-1921 35

Rev. R.H. Warren, 1921-1922 35

The Fire, November 26, 1922 36

Rev. Jiii.C. Borsett, 1923-1925 39

Rev. J.E. Robinson. 1925-1927 40

Rev. J.E.^ Bula, 1927 40

Rev. J.C, Watson, 1927-1929 40

Rev. E.G. Harbour, 1929-1931 40

Rev. Alexander Bryans, 1931-1932 40

Rev. W.T. Gatley, 1932-1934 40

Rev. J.T. Bainbridge, 1934-1937 40

Rev, B.R. iLawton, 1937-1938 40

Rev. Coulter, 1938-1941 40

Rev. E.H. Hoffman 1941-1943 41

Rev, Thomas Pranks, 1943-1945 41

Rev. F.H. Napier. 1945-1949 41

Rev. J.R. Jones. 1949-1952 41

Rev. J. Marlin Barker, 1952-1954 42
46

References



A HISTORY OF THE FIORENCE METHODIST CHURCH
FLORENCE. COLORADO

np In h u.

til© Color

Ttatf, p-

#

*

*

«

If

#

#

*

»

«

#

4f

aji;

:: (^11-

The town sight of Florence, Colorado was laid oiit- '

"by James A. McCandless in the year 1872. Previous to this

time the community had heen known as Fraslerville, a farm

ing community, some seven to ten miles south of Canon City,

on the Arkansas River, in what is known as the Upper Arkan

sas ?alley. This portion of the valley was settled about"

the middle of the eighteenth century.

Uncle Jesse Frazier; Jesse Frazier, better known as

"Uncle Jesse," settled on a farm. Just west of the present

town of Florence, in the year 1859. His wife was the first

white woman to make her home in Fremont County, The Frazier

home was located on the Arkansas River about eight miles

below Canon City, and was the first farm in the county of

Fremont. "To him (Uncle Jesse) is conceded the honor of

having plowed the first furrow in the county, toward making

him a farm. His plow was of the most primitive type. He

made it by cutting a forked cottonwood tree and using one

prong for the plow beam and the other for the plow share.

Yet, he raised considerable vegetables and some "Mexican

com." To Uncle Jesse goes another distinction: He was the

first to plant an orchard of fruit trees. He hauled the

trees from Missouri in an ox wagon and set them on a track



of land that is now a part of the' residential section of

Florence, There was a seedling tree that, by chance, sprang

up in his orchard. This tree here what came to he known as

the Colorado Orange Apple. It was well adapted to this cli

mate, and has been described as "the only worthwhile vari

ety -ever originated in this state. By 1879, Uncle Jesse

had an orchard of about 2,500 fruit bearing trees, of which

2,000 were apple trees. The sale of his fruit, alone, gave

him a comfortable income, not to mention the other products

from his farm.

Another early activity of Uncle Jesse's was mining coal

at Coal Creek, a few miles south of his home, and hauling

it in an ox cart, to Pueblo and Canon City for marketing.

He was a staunch Methodist, and was active in the

early Methodist work at Canon City and Florence, He was,

perhaps, the most liberal giver the Methodist Church, at

Florence, has ever had.

Edwin lobach; Edwin lobach Was another pioneer of

the Arkansas Talley. He was a freighter in the early days.

In 1862, he was in command of a train of twenty-six wagons,

which were pulled hy oxen, six yoke to each wagon. This

train hauled freight between leavenworth, Kansas and Denver.

For awhile, after coming to this part of the country, 1868,

he did construction work for the Union Pacific Railroad, and

traded with the Indians. But when he decided to settle on

a farm, 1870, and devote his time to agriculture, he pur

chased the Stephen Frazier ranch, which was located just

west of uncle Jesse-s farm. This was one of the most pro-

■Kl
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ductive farms in the valley, and Mr, Lohach never failed

an opportunity to improve it. It is today one of the best

farms in the county, under the'direction and cultivation

of Phillip lobach. a grand-son of Edwin Lobach.

Mr. lobach had a distinction, all his own; it seems

that beside being an expert farmer, he was the best bron

cho tamer in the country. He had a large herd of horses and

trained them to be the white man's beast of burden, instead

of bucJcing, vicious brutes.

Senator James A* McCandless; Another man who should

be mentioned in connection with this history is James A.

McCandless, a man of winsome personality and a leader among

his fellows. He did More than anyone else in establishing

the town of Florence, He moved from North Carolina and set

tled in the valley in 1866. He showed his skill as a farmer

and rancher by his large cribs of corn from small fields,

and by the rapid increase of his herd of cattle and fine

horses. In 1869, he moved to the Chatfield farm, which was

considered to be one of the best corn farms in the community,

It was on a portion of this farm that Mr. McCandless platted

the town of Florence, 1872, at the junction of the Coal

Creek Branch Railroad# Coal Creek was at this time a thriv

ing coal mining town.

While the surveying of the town sight was in progress

the engineer, Townshand S. Brandegee, became well acquainted

with, and took a fancy to, the three year old daughter of

Mr. McCandless. After the survey was completed Mr. Bandegee

asked what name was going to be given to the new town. Mr.
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McCandless replied that no name had been decided upon. The

engineer, who held the little girl in his arms at that time,

suggested that the town be named "Florence", in honor of the

little girl. Mr, McCandless agreed to the suggestion and Flor

ence it was. The Town was incorporated in 1887.

Concerning other activities in and around Florence, Mr,

McCandless, like Fdwih lobach, traded with the Indians, and

because of his fairness with them, they called him "Ute*s

Mac." He not only won the confidence of the Indians, but of

his white friends as well. He was active in politics, serv

ing as a member of the state senate in its early sessions.

He joined in partA';'ership with A.M. Cassidy, who had come

here from the Pennsylvania oil fields, in forming what may

have been the first crude oil refinery in the state. He was

one of the leading figures in the development of irrigation

in the valley. The water rights for this project is one of

the oldest in reference to taking water from the Arkansas

River, The Union Ditch Company is still in opperation in

Florence. He was the first to organize a bank in Florence.

It was Mr. McCandless who planted the first alfalfa in this

section;:;he hauled the seed from California at |40.00 per

pound. He was one of the leaders in building the first road

into Cripple Creek.

It has been said of Mr. McCandless that he was a "nat-

ural engineer, " and possessed an extcarordinary ability to

size up and get to the heart of any proposition that came

before him. To say the least, he was a tireless worker in

his determination to see Florence grow.



Early Methodist ffork in Florence: The"first Methodist

service held in the Frazier Community, now Florence, was

in 1865. This service was, probably, held by Rev. George

Murray, who had come to the Colorado Conference from Ohio

that same year, and was placed in charge of Methodist work

at "Colorado City, Canon City, and Pueblo, with Florence,

Beaver Creek, and Fountain City in his Circuit."4 The main

points on the circuit were Colorado City, where Rev. Murray

lived. Canon City, and Puehlo. It took the minister about

six weeks to make the complete round of his circuit because

he would stop at all the communities, on his circuit, and

hold preaching services.5

In January, 1866, a Methodist Church was organized

at Canon City by Rev. George Murray, the preacher in charge.

However, he had held preaching services there before the
organization of the church. It is quite likely that he held
preaching services in the community which later became Flor
ence during his first visits to Canon City.

In April, 1867, "a log church costing $200, paid for
^ 4. fiP(^lcated in the Frazier neigh-by the canon City Society was dedicaxe 6

«  -nftw <?tands."^ Again in another
borhood near where Florence now stanas.

V. „ =A,rrcP we find this testimony; "Inplace, from the above source, we ix
o j+i, WOP annolnted presiding elder and

June, 1868, Wm. M. Smith was appoiu e
owing to Indian trouble, he didpastor at Canon City, but owing

XT., pngaged William Shepherd a local preachernot move down. He engagea
rt.-1-1 +Hp iDulpit at Canon and Frazier—

and a blacksmith to fill tne puxp
-Rrnther Smith became the pastor

ville. The following year Brotner o

and moved to Florence.
—*ii
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This is in keeping with another record,S which states
that, 'in 1868, William Shepherd organized the first Sunday
school in a log house which was located at the extreme west

end of what is now Main street in Florence. His other points

of service were at Coal Creek and Hardscrabble. He would

come out from Canon City, either by horse back or walking.

Frequently he was accompanied by some of the young people

from Canon City,

In 1870, an adobe school house was built in the Pra-

zier Community. The school house is located on the west side

of Sand Creek, facing Front street. This building was used

for church services for several years.

From the records that are available it seems that Meth

odist services were held in Florence from 1866 until 1882 as

a mission under the leadership of the Methodist Church in

Canon City,

The Reverend J.F. Harris, 1882-1884; In May, 1882, Rev.

J.P, Harris was appointed to the work at Florence. "At that
time a saloon, an adobe hotel, snd one store, in which the

postoffice was also located, constituted the business section

of the town. There was no church organization of any kind, and

it was Dr. Harris who organized the Florence Circuit, consist

ing of Florence. Rockvale. Coal Creek, and Hardscrabble.
This may indicate that the mission work by the Canon City
Church had been given up, or it may indicate that it had not
been considered to be a church organization.

The first service held by Rev. Harris was on a Sunday
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afternoon, in the roundhouse of the Denver and Rio Grande

Railroad, which was located just south of the present rail

road station. later, however, the adohe school house, on

Front street, was used for services. The first parsonage

was huilt on the lot west of the school house during Harris'

two years of service here. He was appointed to the Florence

work in May, 1882, and was removed for another appointment

in August, 1884.

The parsonage was listed in the Conference Journal

for the first time in 1884, and was valued at $1,000. It

must have "been completed during the conference year of

1883-84.

Concerning the organization of the Florence Circuit,

there is not adequate information available to reconstruct

the true situation. It was pointed out, in an above state

ment, that there was no organized church in Florence at

the time of Harris' appointment. Furthermore, it was pointed

out that it was J.F. Harris who organized the Florence Cir

cuit. However, there are records which show evidence of an

organized church at Florence, Coal Creek, and Rockvale be

fore the arrival of Rev. Harris, to take over the appoint

ment. But the same records show that the churches were or- ■

ganized in 1882; and. probably, under the leadership of

E.G. Dodge, pastor of the Methodist Church at Canon City.
In "The Church Record" listing membership there are. at

least, fifteen names that were recorded as having joined

the churches on the Circuit in 1882. and E.G. Dodge is

listed as the minister who received them.t©



The following persons are listed in the "iRoll of

Membership" as having been received into the churches by

the end of J.F, Harris' first year, July, 188S, and the

following code will be used to denote minister, year,and

how they were received; "H" (Harris), "ID" (Dodge), "82"

(1882), "83" (1883), ."L" (letter), and "P" (Profession .

of Faith, or Probation);
: A*^uiout.

1. David Allen - H - 82 - P.
2. Mrs.Agnes Allen - H - 82 - P.
3. G.M. Bryant - H - 82 - P.
4. Mrs. Martha Bryant - H - 82 - P.
5. Prank Berry - D - 82 - I-
6. Mrs. Susie Berry - D - 82 - L."
7. Mrs Rebecca Blunt - H - 83 - P.
8. Wm. D. Blunt. - H - 83 - L.
9. George Collard - H - 82 - D.
10. Mrs. Almira Collard - H - 82 - L.
11.Jesse Corn - H - 83 - P.
12. Mrs. S.A. Corn - H - 83 - P.
13. Miss Delia Corn - H - 83 - P.
14. Mrs. Alice Dando - D - 82 - D.
15. Jesse Prazier - H - 82 - L. .
16. Mrs. Elizabeth Prazier - H - 82 - I.
IV. William Found - D - 82—+1.
18.Mrs, Naomi Found -B - 82 -
19.Edward Prantum - H- 83 - P.
20.John Morgan - D 82 - I.
21.Mrs. Hannah Morgan - D - 82 - D.
22.Mrs, Hattie Mathias " ̂ " t
23.Miss Minnie Mathias - D - 82 - I-
24.Miss Maggie Morgan " ̂ ' gf ""
25.Miss lizzie Morgan - 2 " '
26.Thomas Miller - H - 83 - r*
27.Achsah Nash - D - 82 -
28.Miss lizzie Nash - D - 82 - h.
29.J,K. Powell - ® " Jl p
30.Arlington Reagle - H - bZ - e.
31.Samuel Richards - H - 82 - 1.
32.1ilrs. Amelia Stacy - H - 83 - P.
33.Mrs. Ann Thomas - ̂  - az-h.
34.J.P. Thomas - H - 82 - if.
35.Mrs. Fanny Thickens ~
36.I>.Ci. Williams " ̂ " q1 j-
37.Mrs. D.Q. Williams - H - 82 - 1.
38.H.J. Williams " H - 82 - Ja*
39.Mrs. Hattie M. Williams - H 2 1.
40.J.M. Woods - H - 82 - P.
41..B.0. Woodford - H - j,
42.Mrs. Mary Wagstafi - H 8Z P.

■' - ren<3«,
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The following are the names of the first officers.

I am not sure that this is a complete number. It seems

that there would be more than one Trustee. However, that

is all that I can be sure of in this case:

1. Jesse Frazier: Steward and Trustee.
2. G.M. Bryant: Steward and Class leader.
5. J.P. Thomas: Steward and Sunday School Superintendent.
4. Wm. Found: Class leader and Sunday School Superinten

dent.

5.Bavid Allen: Steward ^nd Sunday School Superintendent.
Williams-:. Class, leader.

The Class leaders schedule was as follows:

1. G.M. Bryant; Thursday evening at Florence.
2. Wm. Found: Sabbath A.M. at Rockvale.
3. B.Q. Williams: Thursday evening at Coal Creek."

Concerning the membership: I do not know who were

charter members. I have listed a code following each name

in order that someone might know who among the first year

members were considered charter members. The number of

members at the end of the first full conference year, as

given above, does not correspond to the number given in
the Journal. 1883, as yon will notice in the next para-

graph.

I do not have access to the Conference Journal. 1882,

but the 1883 Journal lists the Florence and Coal Creek

Circuit. J.F. Harris was appointed to the work for the
second year. It had been considered as an organized Cir
cuit for. at least, one year. In the statistics the Cir
cuit is listed as having fifty-two-full members, and seTen-

teen probationers. For the support of the pastor $747 was
listed, which included the rent on the parsonage. The
Journal listed $180 Missionary Appropriation for the Cir-
cuit.

9



Rev. Thomas P. Cool!:. 1884-1887; Rev. Thomas P. Cook

followed J.F. Harris as pastor. He was appointed in 1884

and served for three years. It was during his ministry that

the first Methodist Church building was begun, and a new

parsonage, as well. This church was a brick building located

in the 200 block on west Main street. "Uncle Jesse" Prazier

gave the first $1,000 toward the building of this church.

However, Edwin lobach, A.M. Johnson, and a long list of

others were liberal contributors, of money and otherwise,

toward the construction of this house of worship.

.Tnhn Harv^T^gton. 1887-1889; At the 1887 confer

ence Rev. John Harrington was appointed to the work here.

The church building and parsonage was completed. There are

no details concerning the cost of the church or the parson

age. The other parsonage had been listed at a value of $1,000,
and the new one was listed at the same value. The first time

that the Circuit was listed as having a church building was,

1887, and at that time two buildings were listed, but no
value was given for either. But in 1888 the value of the two

^ ^ &P. ooo This included the church at
churches was listed at f5,ouu-

«^r«-nTpted at about the same time as was
Rpckvale, which was comple

u  fPhe rnal Creek church was not builtthe Florence church. The Coai oreei.

until 1891.

.......1 S,eol.l has

to th. tlrot two .loistot. to hat. o.rt.d tho Plot-
the thoroughly efficient work of

ence Circuit: "Never will the v o s
a  department of his labors, be forgotten.Pastor Cook, in every dep

j+v, TV Harris, Cook's predecessor, and
And in connection with J.F. narri , u
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John Harrington, Coolc*s sucessor, the following has heen

said; "Perhaps two of the best remembered pastors of the

early Florence church were James P. Harris and John Harring

ton.

Prom these testimonies, one might conclude that the

first three pastors of the Florence Methodist Church were

outstanding in their work and in winning the heart and ley-

alty of their people.

Rev. Joseph A. .Smith. 1889,h and .p^.R., Ant esr 1889-1892;

In August, 1889, Rev, Joseph A. Smith was appointed to the

work at Florence, but he was an charge here for only a part

of the year, having been transfered to la Junta; and Rev.
^.R, Antes was placed in charge of the Florence Circuit,
having been transfered from Holyo^kf-in the Northern Dis
trict. Antes continued as pastor until June, 1898, when he
was appointed to the church at Rocky Ford,

Rev. Antes was well Xiked by the people of Florence.
4^4c+rv that Florence was removed fromIt was during his ministry tn

the circuit and became a full time charge. It has been said
that the church prospered under his ministry.1

n.rowth of .Floignce; Florence became a mu-
.  This WS/S the date of the first

nicipality on October 4, 188^.
^  The following persons were elected;town election of officers.

= oipcted the first mayor; J.C. McKellip
James A. MoCandless was

.  . for marshal C.A. Keighton was elect-
became police magistra e,

were Charles le Fever, A.h. Green,ed; the first city council
T T Percival. Vernon S. Simon, and

Julius A. McCandless. h.h.
■■ +ho same year that the oil industry

A.M. Williams. This was the same y

11



began to boom.

The Florence-Canon City oil field is the nation's

second oldest, and it is believed that the twc oldest pro

ducing wells are in the Florence field. The oldest of the

two wells is "Old 42," which was drilled in 1887 three miles

northwest of Florence. The other well is "Old 86," which was

put into production in 1896. It is three miles south of Flor

ence. "Old 86," though not the oldest, is known as the "Grand-

daddv" of the Continental Oil Company. The production of this

field has been reduced to only a fraction of what it was at

the peak of output,"around the turn of the century. ■ ,

The oil discovery, in this area, was made by Gabriel

Bowen, just one year after the nation's first discovery at

Titusville, Pennsylvania, on August 27, 1859, This discovery

was made about seven miles noftheast of Canon City in the

fall of 1860. In 1862, Mr. A.M. Cassidy came to Canon City,

and joined with James A, McCandless in drilling five wells
at Pour mile Creek, east of Canon City and eight miles

north of Florence. Prom that start, at least, 1,300 wells

have been drilled. It was reported, in 1879, that about

300,000 gallons of oil had been manufactored and shipped to
different markets in Colorado between the years 1862 and
1865. This oil was of a very superior quality, "both for
illuminating and lubricating purposes."15

After a thorough investigation, by Mr. Cassidy, who
had come here from the Pennsylvania fields, it was decided
that the main body of oil would be found in the valley of

the Arkansas Hiver. During the 1878 work was begun on a well

12
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within a mile east of Canon City, However, this section of

the valley did not prove so productive as did the field at

Florence. It was not until 1887. "when oil was developed

south of Canon City, at Florence, Colorado, that real

production begun. The output for this year was 76,295 bar

rels, and the following year, 1888, production jumped to

297,612 barrels. The peak of production was reached in 1892,

when 824,000 barrels were taken./From that time until the
present there has been a steady decrease in production, ex

cept for a short time sometime soon after 1925.

In the early days of production, James A. McCandless

and A.M. Cassldy, sold their refined product for a price

ranging from |2.00 to $6.00 per gallon. The highest price
was received when, at one time. Indians made it difficult
for the ox wagons to get through to market.

From the early refinery sprang'the big plants, located

at Florence. There were such large companies as Contintental
Oil Company, and Standard Oil Company, of Indiana. Standard
Oil Company handled not only the Product of the local field.

.n 4- 1 -Prnm nnfthem Colorado and Wyomingbut trainloads of oil from nox^

fields, as well.

Two of the first refining companies In Florence were
the United Oil Company, run hy Uenver capital, and the Flor-
ence Oil and Refining Company, headed hy A.H. Oumaer. In 1916.

tflken over by Standard Oil interest,
the United Oil Company was taken ov

4. pnlarsed and modernized. later theAt this time the plant was enlarge
4,4 rnmoanv was taken over by the Stand-

Florence Oil and Eefining

with each year following until sometime afterard Company. With eacn ̂
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1927 there was: an increased efficiency and refining capacity.

Ahout the year 1925 there was a vast expansion of the

oil hearing strata to the south and west of Florence. This

brought the output up to more than it had been for twenty-

five years before.

There were about twenty oil companies in Florence, from

start to finish, but the largest was Contintental, This was

the last company to sell Its holdings and move out of the

oldest oil field In the state of Colorado. The Continental

interest was sold to -Earl Hollandsworth. of Texas, In 1937.

The last refinery was then moved away, and Florence had lost

Its oldest and most productive business. In fact, oil had
been the cause of Florence; oil had stayed long enough, how
ever, to establish a sure foundation for a town, a town that
has remained, even after oil became a memory to the older
people and a fascinating story to the younger follf.

A Boom Town: When gold was discovered In the

cripple creek district there was one disadvantage which the
a WAV in which to get the ore out to

miners faced, namely, n

U.-1 thp sold discovery'in the district
refineries. Shortly after

Isaac Canfield rode horseback up
I. Williams, V. White, and Isaac

1  nvfir what bedame the Florence and CrippleEight Mile Creek, over wna
»v,=t IS now the famous Phantom CanyonCreek Railroad, and what is now

v.* good news to the miners. An outlethighway. They brought back gooa
for their ore would soon be an actuality.

It was only a few days later when work begun on a wagon
^  , through in short order. This wagon

road, which was pushed
. thp next year. 1893, by a narrow gauge rail

road was followed the

14



road, the Florence and Cripple Creek. As sodn as ore Ttfas

brought out of the gold fields, ore mills and smelters were

erected at Florence, and Florence took on all the aspects

of a boom town.

gambling houses and saloons flourished as never before.

mere were not enough houses to accommodate the people. Tents

were erected, and sleeping space was rented for $3.00 per

night. Families of five and six lived in one room of some of
the hotels and boarding houses. The sidewalks could not accom
modate the crowds that were on the streets. On certain days

of the week no horse or wagon was allowed on Main street be
cause sidewalks and street were filled with pedistrians from
one side to the other. The oil industry was at its peak, coal
minin. was at a high production, and the Cripple Cr^^.k gold

TPTnrence. The town was in every
rush was spilling over into Florence.

respect a boom town.
nf the Florence and Cripple Creek Rail-The first track of tne

.  +V.P creek level. It was almost completely
road was built along the

summer. But in this short time it
washed out during the first summe

4+opif so the loss was not so great ashad actually paid for itself.
■-P the road had not been paid for in full,it would have been if ^ ^

. tnoprofilable an enterprise to for sake, soHowever, this was to p
V. This time on a slightely higherthe railroad was rebuilt. _

+  in a flood; and again it was re-level; and again it went out
of reach of anything short of aconstructed; this time out of

disastrous cloudburst.

The gold rush hoom in Florenc^  The mines in the Cripple
over, enjoying only a s

15
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Creek district, came to he controlled-"by Colorado Springs

capital. It was only natural that these mine owners wished

to refine their own ore. A railroad was huilt from the Springs

to the Cripple Creek district, and mills to process the ore

were constructed at Colorado Springs. This brought an end to

Florence and the Florence and Cripple Creek Railroad boom.

By the turn of the century Cripple Creek interest was direct

ed- to Colorado Springs.

Florence had been the point of change from all in-

coming trains for those rto wore going to Crlppls Creot, or
tor those Who were leaving the goU field. Sometimes there
were so m.ng people who -a" •»«
that It wonM tahe twa tr.lns to transport thorn to their des-

Mu vio-iii-lYicT of ore from the mines, the pas-
tinatlon. Beside the hauling oi

iwm ^ vaoTi fl -nrofitable business for thesenger transportation had heen a proxixa
nd-v, +v,= -hiiildlng of' a railroad from Colorado

railroad. But with the huliding
d-v +his nassanger business was

Springs to Cripple Creek some of this passa g
taken from the Florence and Cripple Creek.

ddj .,+ diton opparation, however, until
The railroad did not stop opp

.  , several miles of traek.. Business1912, when a flood took out ..e ■ , „
rgir several years; and to rebuild

was noor, and had been
Therefore, the company requested

would have been expensl • 4. i, j +>,
4 +n be allowed to abandon the

the Public Service Commiss

road. The request was g greatly needed.
However, a ro j,<,candless, son of Senator Mc-

With this in mln • the famous Fhantom Can-

Candless. took the e

yon/highway on the o

16



came famous as one of "the great scenic drives of the state,

A part of this highway was washed out in the great flood of

1921, and the counties of Fremont and Teller had no funds,

with which to rebuild it. Whereupon, the Florence Chamber

of Commerce called for volunteers and reconstructed the high

way in about three months. This was an all out project. Every

body, rich and poor alike, turned out for work. Help came

from Victor, Penrose, and Canon City. It was one of the largest

volunteer jobs ever undertaken in the state of Colorado. This

highway has meant a great deal to Florence in the way of draw-
ing tourist trade.

Florence and the Coal Mines; No coal mines are located
^  +. -hp considered as tributaries to

at Florence, but they are to be cont.xa«
A  + fl distance of not more thanthe town, being located within a

onfl snme of them are much closer. The old-twelve miles away; and some

pfntp of Colorado is located at Coal Creek,est coal mine m the state
m TTinrence. It was at the Junction ofonly about five miles from Florence.

n  mines at Coal Creek that the
the railroad which served the mines ai

T,inttpd As a rule the miners did nottown of Florence was platted.
n mis ing and a business section was,

live in Florence because housing
^  , near the mines. However, these mines

usually provided at or

«t deal to the growth of Florence,nave meant a great deax
e. a profitable business is older, in Fre-

Coal mining, a ^
+hp oil industry. But mining, like oil,mont County, than the . t

,  . was at one time. Buring the early
only a fraction of w stopped opperation.
thirties of this century -

This left hundreds of pe P

reorganization iu bhe m
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who were miners, formed small companies. They leased the

mines and eQuipment and continued to mine coal; hut production

was on a much smaller scale than previous op-; rration. This

type o.f O'^^ration is still in existence in many of the mines.

From the very first,, Florence was the natural headquarters

for the coal Industry, and to-day It depends upon the mines

for much of its business.

Churches in Coal Creek and Eoekvale; From the time of

the organization of the Florence Circuit. 1882. there were
Methodist Churches at both Coal Creek and Rockvale. the two
largest.mining towns. These churches remained a part of the
circuit for about eight or ten years, until Florence became
a full time church during the ministry of H.R. Antes. How
ever. no Methodist services havd been held in either of these
t« e„,l to». I., -'""l —

.0 «.« Ch„.h. .nd .dd dtodh
1  cnld The church building at Coal Creekbuilding at Rockvale sold.

e/dnn as ■orouer action has been takenwill be up for sale as soon a P .
T. ovfl of Trustees. There are. only a. fewhy the Conference Board

Methodist families left in these town
Tife of Florence; Just before the turnCement in_the_Iife_^L
two or three, cement plants were erectedof the century, so®®

.  - Florence. Two cement towns were built,a few miles east of Floren , .
Of the two,Portland still stands, and

Portland and Concrete. hiiKinpss Some
till a boost to Florence business. Somethe plant there is 6 Florence churches.

.  .1-.^ +hpre comeof the people living
+ .d the Penrose churches. ^wjaile others attend nQo;_i898- Now that'seen the growth

I p jcirkbxligj-i-S—^ ■Rev, S

n Q



and development of Florence as well a decline, let us return

to 1893 and see the church, its growth and decline.

Rev. S.H. Kirkbride was appointed to this work in 1893,

remaining five years. This has been the longest pastorate for

any one man in the history of the church. The work of Rev.

Kirkbride was outstanding, miring the five years that he was

pastor of this church the church membership increased from

forty-four to one hundred fifty-four, and the Sunday school

grew from an even one hundred to two hundred twenty-five. The

increase of non-members who attended the church services was

greater than the growth of the church membership or the Sun

day school. Furthermore, the town of Florence was growing at

still a greater rate than was the church.

Rev. Kirkbride came to Florence at about the same time

that the town took on the aspects of a boom town. Those were

busy days for a minister. The report to the fourth Quarterly
Conference. June 5. 1894. will show the kind of work in which

At this conference it was reported
the minister was engaged. At tnxs

.  .. T.rcached one hundred eight sermons; hethat the minister had preacneu
a  calls, and he had officiated

had made four hundred pastoral caixs.
. .. , _ , -ftftv-five "meetings of all kinds." The

at three hundred fifty

.4 K.d been increased by forty-eight; ten hadchurch membership had oeen

.4 thpre had been three weddings. From allbeen baptised, and there naa

Indications, this is a fair description of the work done in

4.4 » vears that Kev. Kirkbride was pastor ofany one of the five years
+n +bp above activities, he directedthis church; in addition to the a ^
..liurch building during his tw^ast

the construction ^

years.
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During these years people were coming to Florence in

such large numhers that the tcwn was unable to properly house

them. Money came easy for some, and was spent in the same way.

However, no large portion of it found its way into the Methodist

Church during the first few years. For the conference year,

1893-1894, the pastor received only $927 for his support, which

included $150 for house rent. And only $82 for benevolence.;,/^

Yet, at the height of the prosperity of Florence. 1896, the

pastor's salary reached a total of $1,405. This was above the

average for the churches in the Pueblo District. In fact, only

six other churches in the district paid a higher salary.

When Eev. Kirkbride moved to Florence he found a church

that was too small to accommodate the people. At almost every

service people were turned away. The Sunday service of March
11. 1894, will serve to illustrate this fact, Every seat and
ehllr ... ..4 .aaitlon.! «h.lr. ..r. Iro.gM th,

r.t, .1.0.4 font, poroon. .t.od tOro.g.o.. the
..4 . l.rg. »«1."

* ^ the railroad and a freight depot. Therechurch was located near th

+ h4.t it was almost impossible to hold serv-was so much noise that it w
-tj. tKT^th the increase in membership, the

ices. This difficulty, with tne
Sunday school classes, plus the rapidcontinuing enlarging of Sunday

ao the Methodist Church, on Main street,growth of the town, made the me
tn meet the religious demands of

undesirable and inadequate to mee
n=d for a new and larger church in a newthe people. This called tor a

location . talking stage until 1897.
A new church was n , , + +v,

trustees bought three lots on the corner
On March 4, 1897, the

20



of Petroleum Ave. and Second street. This was to he the new

location for the new and larger Methodist Church. The follow

ing announcement appeared in the local news paper, Oil Refiner.

Mardh 5, 1897;

"Yesterday the trustees of the M.E. Church purchased,

for $2,100, the three lots at the corner of Petroleum Ave.

and Second St., from ex-Senator McCandless on which they will

erect soon a church and parsonage costing about $10,000.

"The site is a most desirable one, central and in a

splendid locality, and the price. Well. Mr. McCandless make

it so reasonable that everybody wonders at it,

"A meeting of the trustees and congregation was held
last evening to discuss plans for an edifice which resulted
in the instructing of the pastor to correspond with architects

connected with the Church Extension Society and secure plans

to select from.

"in the meantime a campaign of money-raising will be
inaugurated by the church.

4. are in need of a new house
"That the Methodist people are in le

+  ovprvone- the annoyance of theof worship is apparent to everyone.
+  inpfilitv is unbearable, but notwith-

railroads in the present locality
«  +hp congregations are often greaterstanding this annoyance, the congr g

will accommodate.
than the uresent quarters

X  V.P prected, the Refiner is assured,
"The new edifice to be erecxe

wav to the city."
will he a credit in every way

+ T,-rnved to be true in every re-
The above announcement proved ,

.  the future church, except for the cost ofspect, concerning the ^ - 4.u v u
t+ wss completed the cost of the churchthe building. When it was
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"building alone was $14,500. But Florence had one of the finest

Methodist Churches in the Colorado Conference.

The Methodist people had one of the most desirable

locations in to^. now they felt it their responsibility to
build a church that would be in keeping with the location.
It must be large enough to accommodate all the people who
Wished to worship within its walle. Furthermore, it must be
constructed of material that would endure, as they thought.
for centuries. The result of such planning was a sand-stone

+  iirron Plan, which had an inside meas-structure, built on the Akron rxau.
..a nnp-half feet by sixty-eitht and

urement of eithty-one and one h
thick The steeple, with

one-half feet, with walls two feet thxck.
« hnndred-three feet in highth.a huge cross at the top. was one hundred

+hP finest edifice in the town of Flor-
To be sure this was

Rev. Kirkbride engineered
•  vivilege to remain in charge until it

but it was not his pr
«+ to his successor, Rev. a.-u.

c„.paet... ,3,3. K.V. ...
it ti. i»». cMrtt .M ... .ppol.t.l

removed as pastor o _ vider
ap District as Presiding Elder.to the Eio Gran ^ggg_i899: Rev. A.I. Chase was appoint-

Rev. A.I^_Cjlgi. <- " Kirkbride. the re-
V, pt the request of Rsv.ed to this church ,..^i,brlde Chase was the best

tiring pastor. According to Ki
the work at Florman available fo^ to Florence was a mod-

Qf Be"^' cn&ots
HThe introduction

est one. and he stepped qule ̂  ministerial and
h-tm lii addition

light task p'a't



pastoral duties., he diredted the completion of the church
building and planned for the payments. But he took hold of
the v^ork prudently and hopefully, displaying wis^^om and .in
ning the confidence and favor both of his o.n members, the
other churches and community."1®

1 4- /5 Qtifl 7*p8.d.v for d-StiicS/'tion ty
The church was completed and ready

March 5. 1899. The dedication service was conducted by Hev
B I Tves of Auburn, Hew York. The service began under the

I T Chase, at 10:30 A.M. Other min-direction of the pastor, A.I. p S H Kirk-
/  4. in the service were Kev. S.H. Kirk

isters who participated in

•" "r::r'r ...
...... .o« o. 0.. .

-—

the city schools and mayo

the service. ,,in« which prevented an official

dedication. That was a to a ^ reported that the
«_ ̂  s^rvxc© ^

pledged,. At the morning ^1,13
total cost of tuiia ^ for pledges was given

A  An oppo^^^" ^
amount bad been secure . 400 was received at

at the morning service and announced that
service •

that time. At the eveni g Ue considered to
the dedicaxxuu

|600 was needed befor ^as given for pledges and
be official. Another the new Methodist Episcopal
the »600 was secured. 5, 1899, as the Frazer
Church was dedicated

Methodist Church.^f/ Building was not the only
The completion of the
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responsibility Rev. Cbase. fulfilled. He found that a new

parsonage must be erected. Before he had been here a year

he had not only completed the church, but he had completed

the parsonage, as well, having done much of the work with
his own hands.

At the. 1899. Annual Conference the loveland Methodist
Church made a request for Rev. Chase, and he was appointed
to that church. The Florence church parted with their pastor
With regret. He has been remembered in Florence as a man who
possessed a cheerful disposition, a generous attitude toward

a 0=; one Who was interested in what-
the other churches, and as

+  cnnd of the general public,
ever he felt would advance the good

1  17,-tr T W 1899—1901;
Hev J Horh.

Rev. A.I. Chase, but
Rev J C Horn was appoints

.  . a short time. Rev. J.W. Neely washe did not remain here bu ^ the end of
He remained until the ena 01

appointed to finish the year. H
.  the 1901-1902 conference year. His

the first quarter of - - to resign as
, „,4^ed that he was forced to resign as

health became so impaired

pastor. Thomas Andrew was

sent to Florence to earnest and
forced 'to resig".

when Rev. Neely was enough to
..V but he was nou

faithful in Ws work.

accomplish very much. ji^ve been

•Rev. ^ the pastorate of Rev.
7  in Florence durms

a spiritual revival ^ student. His wife, who
hard worher. ^

... 2 ;rbfitKrueger. He was a

' f .. -r- f • r>ff T.' ' ■"
, , .. . . .. X. s

r<

aasAJtr



was an accomplished musician, was of great assistance to

him while he was here. No man has served this church who

did more calling than Rev. Krueger. In spite of the fact
that he was seriously ill during several months of his first
year as pastor, he, nevertheless, made 425 pastoral calls.
During his second year his health continued to he poor; he
underwent an appendectomy and was in the hospital for several

1=,, nther illness in his home; yet, heweeks. There was also other xj-j.
.n. This made a total of 900 pastoralmanaged to make 475 calls.

4 m most of the time during his
calls, and hy a man who was

ear the Methodist ChurchDuring Rev. —'^reld L Florence, which resulted
took part in a Union Reviva «pecision Day"
in one hundred-two profess on^^^^^ ^eeording to the Pre-
was observed in the Sun ay^^ Conference, "forty-
siding Elder's report to the, ' j^^^stian life from

P.P.). d.4. th.

that day. "19 ^ Krueger, the pulpit was
During the iUt^ess o ^ Conference.

supplied by Dr. O.P. pastor was ill. the pro-
in spite of the fact tna^^^

gram of the church moved f funds an alcove in
Mr. Mwin lohach gave |200 ^ 3^,. ,ouis Ulysses,
Denver University Ut'-rN. ..^r Emergency Eund. "20
^r. w.F. Brookp gave ^1°° ^ ]_gO3-1204 it was said

+v,o conference yea pueblo District.During the con ^f the r
= the rally -nistrict Conferencethat Florence was the Distri

„^th Deagne
Both the District Epw



were held in the Florence church.

Again during Rev. Krueger's second year there was a
X  1 --iroT whicli resulted in twenty conversions
two weeks revival nein» wuiou

M  xv^-:^ rtVmrph This made a total of
and twenty additions to the church.

•  • .1 +ho ohurch that year. And again Mr.thirty-two who joined the
+ T--i-hution This time he gave fifty dollarslohach made a contribution, mi

=  in the university library. Aboutfor books, which were placed in tne u

the only thing that Rev. Krueger was not able to do wasonly thing

erase the church debt,
ii+ Many of the pledges were never col-it had first been built. Ma y

Co.f,r„c. tt. m.trlot .«d »•••"• • w"
Ilorenoe taken Ko. ^ ̂  "Ko tod teen Presiding
el the ne. dletrlet. p„s,gl„g ,ld.r ot
Elder of the Greeley p-rker was appointed to
the ne. district, and Her-

the riorence church, presiding Elder
r'Tv Coni6*®At the first Quarte y ^ it as the "most stub-

learned of the church de 1898, the church had bor-
born debt" that he had eve Society and had applied
rowed $2,000 from the managed to pay off all

it on the new building- ° ^2.000. Only $200 of
Vi

the debt on the new churc . interest,
^  . T man had heen ' nther than this debt,the original loan Other

Which had built up to $85 ^ ̂ ^400 floating debt,
which by this time was $2.6 ' interest against

d, ^<360 at 0^0
and yet another ^o



the parsonage. This made a total debt of ̂ 4,000 against the

church for all purposes.

The pastor and Presiding Elder secured a gift of $850

from the Church Extension Society, which paid the interest

far the seven years haclc on the original $2,000 loan. The

pastor, with the aid of the Presiding Elder, began working
on a plan to pay off this ddbt as soon as possible. At the
time of the 1905. Annual Conference subscriptions to the
amount of $1,400 were on record and $400 had been paid.

The congregation was described, by the Presiding Eider,
^  who had been discouraged foras a handful of Methodist, wno xa

xu •« or SO out of businessj "
years. "We must conquer this de »

T+ further stated that a new heatingthe report read. It was lur
+hP old one was burned out. "It

plant was needed because
ffider "that everything is to be

seems," said the Presiding Side .
done here. 4^

tt.t the t..a.r .hoeU te.e.bei In
Tber. xe .«e S

eenneetlen .itb the ™ n.u,
itn„rt.6 h.bt: .n,

the pnesenne ot the hee.^h.te,^^^
t..stt« ""by the beginning o ^ church and parsonage

not foi^uante enough to pay^^ y^^^rence people settled down
before the boom was over,

Florence stm-
to less radical li"^ . x^g Qil had reached

in tut;coal mines were still m \ „ the coal mines were out
w on the decline;

its peak and was now Florence, ■ -
t contribute a gne

of town and did no
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especially to the churches. The fact is that Florence reached

its peak about the time the church was built, and th'n declined
rapidly.

This is not to say that Florence was dead, but it is to
say that many of the substantial citisens. many of whom sup
ported the church, moved away. Tbis left a large
paid by a much smaller number than had been planned for.

TOOPi 1908- Rev. Pingree seemed toK.M. Pingree,_J:905::l^.
the situation at Florence. Hehave "been Just the man fo .

+ fnur months when the mortgage on thehad been here only, about varirt^-r
>, aid Off Ibe former pastor.Rev. George S. Parker,church was paid oix.

-  - -z r:::::; :::r::r
publicly burned in tne-pres^
thousand persons. "Some wep . ^^oke out in that mighty
joyful to keep tbeir seats, prayer,

tion " Dowea j-u ohymn, "How firm a founda • forgotten. "22 Rev. Phifer,
making the occasion one neve^ ^
the Presiding Elder, belie hard, so old, so lep-

„ is no church debtchievement: "Tbere is no
+ he pai'3-• .rous, that it can no ^ burning of the mort-

The paying of ^i^^rch. The congregation

gage seemed to have pnt new " increased, and there
doubled, the Sunday scho pastor's salary was raised
seemed to be plenty of money.^ ^ 1,
from $1,100 per year to • year, forty-
.hlch to llvo. W'-S



three persons were added to the membership of the church.

The Sunday school was growing, especially in the boy's classes.
The boys of the town loved the pastor; he had them at his com-

4  V.40 thev were in his Sunday school,mand. They sang in his choir, xney
^  -nvpach The pastor and the boys

and they came to hear him pre
4+ was the Methodist preacherwent picnicing together, and it was xne

who supervised the sports for them.
1007-1908, new ceMi»A'Jwalks

During the conference year,

for Oct.. th. o..»ol parses.

pluuMne «e InstaXloa In •!>. p.rso»«s. nt a ... •
All hills were paid in full.

= married in May. 1906.Rev. Pingree was marri
4. ro-f the Florence church.

ttrst pear as p.a"

Mijagjtiiiiaanjsas
here I't was during nj.

Rev. Pingree as pas o ■ mentioned
+ heating plant,

that the "old worn ou famous
luistry. was improved. In 19"^.during Parker's mini Methodist Church.

Evangelist. BiUy Sunday. and the church
^ T,4 nn a Sunday

The service was held

was filled to over-flowing- 3^4.perhaps, of all ®in-

.  the church at r-.-
isters that have served remembered.
oflon r,t«rrea to ""^'""^,,1 of I""''
If It oonld t. of n"

.hopiaora aPor. tM >■«' „.pant"» ""
b. said about B... „o.pt, ».< m • Pbl"..l

molded. 1'^® oher " Yet, the mostand it might he added, ^n's Preacher.
U+ nf as 9'

way. He was thougii^
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SU^
meek held^in higli regard. He was not afraid of man or beast,

work or play, danger or pleasant surroundings. In fact, he
seemed to feel at home in whatsoever situation he found him
self. It has been said by many of the present members of
the Florence church that, if needs be, Hev. Thomas would
preach to a man on Sunday and fight him on Monday.

V, ^ r,nt been in Florence but a few weeksRev. Thomas had not oeen m

V,. +hnt a certain saloon keeper had saidwhen word came to him that
4  +e run the Methodist preacher out of town.that ha .aa solas t, raa tha

Thomas was the kind of man who go

.han tha neport feWtid »» ^
saloon and walked ■ ^ ,,3
was behind the har serving brinks if kis

serving the drinKS, j-i-
bar and asked the man, who w correct. Then

ttp was assured tnax nename was • « ^ Methodist preacher here
h. said, -m name " ya. war. soms

in Florence, and I nn e learn the truth."
T have come to yuu

to run me out of town. then said, "I
•  few moments a

The man looked at him or repli®^ the preacher,
did not say any such thing ^ enough to get the joh _
■hooaus. I doh't

done.« and the aaloon keeper
AS the story go®®' ^^^te of the fact that

became the hest of frlohd®: 33^e,al times, to
a CatholiC'

the saloon keeper w

hear Thomas preach.*^ ^3„t around looking for
Rev. Thomas was not a ® _ .vervone who3 a fri®h^

he

a fight, on the contrary'
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would give him a chance, especially was he a friend to the

Working man. He visited ther men at their work, in the coal

mines, in the cement plant at Portland, in the field where

they were plowing their crops, or any other place where they

might he at work. He was not afraid of the dust and dirt

that gathered around the working man. He not only visited in
the mines, shops, and fields, hut he was'a regular visitor
in the homes of his church memhers and non-church memhers of
the town, in fact, he was. perhaps, the hest known and loved,
hy the town, than any Methodist preacher to have served the
church, even to the present time.

womtlooary, Mt « "'/"res.a
e ftl 200 deht. There was an increasedyear the church paid a I . church

,  children and youth. The church
Interest in the work among

cod as did the Sunday school,membership increased, as

"  :r.
were closed because

borrow money. This time^ beginning of a constant
Seemed to mark poin ^ again the church was
deficit in the church budget. conference year in

+ the end or
forced to borrow money a

order to meet its claimB. Rev. Clark was pastor
with Florence

here for only one year. Bo" Clark,
and the two churches were Kldd served the

wo-n- Willam JL- ttp organized a
gg was 0'

church for two years.



band of workers, which were called the "Evangelistic Band. "

There were forty-four women and forty-two men in this band.

Eighteen women and fourteen men. who were members of this
band, were members of the Methodist Church. But in spite
of the pastor.s efforts the church did not seem to move
forward. Money seemed to tJ© ^

1- -p +Via Dnarterlv Conferences during
did not ha,ve. At each of the Quarterly

... ...r,

Th. flr.t ... «' J '
Xi, +-^on<5ure August 25, 1917,

showed a balance in the '
a uoted to borrow enough "money to makethe Official Board voted to

,  ..-j; --n:
At the 1916. A

tendent, W.T. Scot , Colorado Springs Dxst-
with fourteen other churches
riot, as heing "stationery.

^rrVPSS for ̂  "
had showed no V'^og^ future. •

te progaress
were no signs to indica liked, she,being a

. his wife were wexx
Rev. Kidd an

vocalist, was a great as time
Hev^_A^£x_£Se=ki--^^^=^-^ was some talk of a

that Rev. leech came to presbyterian Churches.
federation between the Metho ,3och

.  T -Rnard meeting. federationAt the Official Boa _-gstlon regarding
oVifleld'® sug Burchfield"

reported Mr. Burchfie taken.
of the two churches. No ot; time.

+  f the presbyto'^^ December 16. 1917,was pastor of the i conf®'^®"''

.. .e.o»a



"Prof. Brown inquired as to the hest method of prooeedure

to effect a federation of the Methodist & Presbyterian

OmrcHes. Ir. ScoM aSilsea a thoto"'dl.rassloa ol tUs .att.r
In our official loard S oongr.eatloa » a^.tnlf of «'• "o-
cipline in regard to necessary changes.

The following day. ^ecemher 17. there was a special
.acting of the hoard, and it was decided that the matter of.

hp ulaced in the hands of the trustees,federation wonld he place
-p trustees met with a committee fromThe committee of tr +h«nD-ht

A wr^rlcpd out, what they thought,
the Presbyterian Church an

fppment which would federate the
to be. a satisfactory agreement.
two churches. conference. March 3. 1918.

At the third ftuar „„ittee who met with com-
"Prof. Brown reported for the co federation, stat-

V. +prian Church regarding
mittee from Preshyt

ittees favored the idea,ing that, hoth committ ^ and finally a vote
"The matter was free y „f and 86 sp-

1.... .f MUdf

posed to federation. matter was dropped.

The vote was decisive,
Rev. leech remained as pa and Rev.

only a short time. World ^ position as physical in-
<^eech resigned as P®*®

strnctor with the y.M..C.A. McCalUster. a student,
cnu«... «•»

os pasto^
finished the

o the year of the
resigned. 1916-1911.



Centenary drive for funds, and the epidemic of influenza.
At the second (Quarterly Conference. January 26. 1919. Rev.
Boner reported that he had not accomplished very much he-
cause of so much sickness and the quarantine, due to the
epidemic of influenza.^®

•n ■ the District Superintendent.On May 22. 1919. Dr. Scott, the m
-Rpv Boner had resigned as pastor,held a called conference. Eev. B „ , .

j... rhurch at leadville. Colorado,
and had gone to the Me o

Phiirch were discouraged. They
The people of the noVthere

had been faced with a^ ^.aition. they
was so much ^^-^^-^YLir quota of the Centenary drive
were expected to mee .^^ion from the minutes
for funds. The following is a quo
of that conference: would

Hit was the general opinion ^ conference
,  the

he to close the church ^ ^
year. Eev. Boner having res g however, and said

,.Dr. Scott did not ^ery soon, one who
he thought he could send subscription.
could raise the required ^ork at Florence

E  Penneiii— 4etPrs in theEe^_asor£ti ° .. ■.
»e,.4 ,l.ost

.1441. of 14. ...t .0 •" """pennexr i^ork in a
xiation. Rev. G-eorg • ^^j^t ahon

n  Puuointad pa^to^ winning the con-work. The newly apP not long ^
c way- S® 4-nful in lit® approach,quiet and business sklH ii-inrious
^ip He was a iiglorious

fidence of the peoP^®' churchbrought tie expected be-
and in a business gater than
'Ictory.H The victory "

24



cause of the difficulty of the -field during those years.

Rev. F.F. Gihhs, 1919-1921; Because of his wife's

ill health. Rev. Fennell was forced to resign as pastor

at the end of the conference year, 1919, Rev. P.P. Gihhs

was appointed to serve the Florence church.

There had heen, for several years, discussions con-

eerning the remodeling of the interior of the church. At-
the first meeting of the Official Board Rev. Gihhs brought
up the subject. He stated that the most important business
X  +v>o hpqt ulan for remodeling. There wasat that time was the best pxan

sup-p-estions were offered hut
much discussion, and severa

AO -far as the records show there was
no action was taken- As

.discussion concerning remodeling,
no further action or discussion

second year, but soon
to serve the Florence transfered

mer tl.. A»..l . pa.tor

■to another conference, 6
for some time. 4 1921, bids for

4oi Hoard meeting. Aprif ■At an Gffxcia submitted by

Redecorating the interior Miiner. The matter was
^ and •

ttr. Montgomery, Mr. Mr. Deibert volunteered
discussed hut no dicdsi-O" gutters that needed replac-
fo look after bids conoerni g ^g been done. The

-f any woris- "Ing. There is no record of ^,^3, things
Church was in need of repair. the church, so
that seemed more preset-® ^,3,34 aside in hopes
^rom year to year such ^ year.

the follG"^"® ycf getting it done fae



►T'"

Thp Fire. Hov^n'b^r 36. 1933: Sunday eTening. November
36, 1922, at 6:00 o'clock, Frank Sikes and a companion were
««1.6 p..t the Methohtet Ch.roh .h.h the, hotloeh ..ok.
...the «o. the h„e.ent of the oh„eh. ®o.

,, +hBt the cturch basement was afire. Mr Sikesit was found that tne cia-u

turned in tbe alarm and in .ust a few mlnuts fourteen of
tbe sixteen volunteer firemen answered the alarm w
the fire fighting equipment the town owned.

'.pon Lival Fire Chief Bailment into the basementthrough the joist and between
and found the fire creep

the ceiling of the lea^e r^^ ^
firemen could work iusi .p-,„or of the auditorium

ftd ih xxi6 xiUw* ^at a time. Holes were chopP^^
and in the walls with the ^
did not help, for.it was thereafter all efforts

J' . from the buildmg. Thereamen were drdveu xr building.
+ Vi o pxterior owere restricted to walls for more than an

The ^ inain auditorium and
hour before it hroke through in^
then up to the roof and steep^
one hundred-three feet steep visible for
top, it was a most speotacu a

n riirections. -.^htinK equipment wasmiles in all dir yire fignti g
+ = of ihe ooun y- . and Kookvale, butand other parts oi Creek ana

„„al camps fl pstroyed thetrought from the gone.
t  4 1 the church was g .^.lest spireto no avail; tne cixy

-  4ts kii^d cross burned
largest edlfle. of s„a toe ""S*

^ beyo^^
in town was damaged



^

slowly for several Hours before it gave way and crashed

downward through the charred remains of the belfry.
After four hours of fighting a most stubborn fire.

ti. .M miton l""®"

co„e., .»«
.  .^_^+v\ tn save the church,

of the efforts put forth to s
« ^ncsnpction was made of the

The following morning an inspectio
.. +>,= league room was not seriously

a...se4. mere -M ^
kept Ite Mterl. ^
,.a„a..4. Amee. „„

an over heated pip» ^ .^he damage
the main auditorium, mostat the rear' of auditorium, it was

was caused by water. As o other furniture
Ttlit piano»

practically ruined. The pu » ^
redemption, except

were charred heyond fire. The roof was gone,
f+ the •

were not in the main r jne belfry was still stand-
except for a few charred ra e
ing. but the hell had droppe
gone because it "as too tal and most of the
stone walls remained.aPP^-^ tut not beyond

.  glass windows ^..rope. some ofImported stained S ordered from
= had heen oru

repair. The window ^i„dow.
4. 41 000 pef . twenty feet from

them having cost ®1. about
.age was locatesThe parsonage ^ontrollec
fire was so vfindows of the par-

*the church. The door® ^

|36 in damage was

sonage.

^7



Rev. Warren had resigned as pastor and had accepted

an appointment in another conference before the fire. No
other minister had been appointed. The church was without
a pastor. The services were conducted by daymen. The church

1  pnd OTi Sunday evenings
had an outstanding musical p S

nharse of the services. The choirthe choir, usually, had charge or
,  ̂nneert of Thanksgiving Music, for

had planned a sacred concert.
,  A rehearsal had been held in the

the evening of the

Church that afternoon

"" ».
of music, went to the

had heez/heatea siof the furnaxe, whic good condition,
o tn what appeared to oe eIng. He found the fir .T^ing that the heat in the

T  the 'buiraiu&
ana remarked as he lef concert. But in just
building would be about that the
forty minuts fire was r^jglng ° could be
interior of the builii^g »s
brought under control* ^ could never seem to

The Methodist people, rebuilding* The
to repair their church were no ,cb
17,000 in insurance would be 3,ard
Of rehuilding* , 3ome .oney would bave to

hut even tben
hurch ^.tension,

day H0.e.ber .3. ^3. ■ helpedon Tuesday, Of ft ^

^0 make plans to reo secretary
s electee

and Dr. Hutton

5&



Trustees, which were to have charge of rebuilding.

It seems that-aTRev, John had been scheduled to come

.to Florence as pastor when the church burned. The board re-
guested that he wait until January before he come. But Rev.^
John did not come to Florence. The next minister listed as
pastor of this church was Rev M.C. Dorsett.

++ iq?2-1925- The church services
M r. Uorsett,.

.  f fnr a few months, but Sunday school waswere dispensed of for a v
p  There were several buildi g

carried on in the parso g • ' ^ ^ qprvices
Tfi aq aUailable for services.

offered to the Kethodist peop ghnrch held its
V, cpn and the Methodist Shurch held its

The Elk's club was chose ,

services there for several mont
The rebuilding program^

arrived, but it was under
completed. But before >,iock of the Methodist■vsrithin one blocK oj-
which runs through town n-podv damaged basement of

j  4»4ned the airean./Church, flooded and f progress and added to
+ ^-r This deiax-en ^

the church with wa

the cost of' repair. _...iculties which presented them-
in spite of all the and

selves to the Methodist peoP ,^^3, On
ready for dedication in ^.1. Hadley. in be-
s™a.y =«"""■■ p„=en..a «»

... B0«d ■>' ,,.000 "" *•=
.  . ,iZO There was^or dedication. night.

the peopl® + t the Frazer Methodistsuhserihed hy the P dedicated tn
TPS I- «-nr Bev. M.C. Borsett.Bishop Charles pas.or.

Church, of Florence, a



others who took part In the service were "Mrs. T.M. Howells,

Kent Hutton. Miss Am.y Deihert, W.G. Banks. Miss Ruby Payton,

Miss Bertelle Brownlee. Miss Bna Hawkins, and Miss Thelma

Orlbble."^1

Before Rev. Borsett retired as pastor here the par
sonage was repaired. A new roof and a new porch were in
cluded in the project.

,  . _ iq?5-1927: Rev. Robinson was pas-
.T Ti:. Rob ins 0.1^19 26

tor for f.o yoaro. ,

1927-1929-
H«v. J.C. latsooggaidT^-
-  ̂

Bula and remained until pastor
Rov. Tii.O. Hgrbour^Jiigg '

for two years. Bryans. who is

Ohoroh. 2.n7„,

now pastor of Univer ^ear.
fQY one •

Colorado, served the chur Gatley served the

-  and respected by the
TTp was ^ x+

church for two years. people.

congregation. He did good.
is said of Him that He wa. sainbridge was

B.V. "

appolofd to tp. °
pastor for two. ff"' bov.

BfiV. —

RPrved the church
for only one year. Coul

Rev,_Coulter.



was pastor
for three years.

Bpv. B.H. 1941-1943: Rev. Hoffman

at the outbreak of World War 11. There was an Increase in
both ohuroh membership and Sunday school enrollment. The

T«o+ vppr The church member-
peak was reached during his last year, me

in 1941, to 340, in 194S.ship increased from 173,
a  -rip- Rev Hoffman-S last year. 1943, thatIt was during Bev. no

„ the church was undertaken since it
the first repairs on the

1QP3 A new roof was put on
was rebuilt after the -

the church and ceiUng

the north and ,,,pleted. Before the
after the fire and ha auditorium.

included i"
fire the two rooms war ..torium was only about

• It the auaitoiA^
When the church was re furnace installed, one
its original sise. There was
that heats the building wi
church was forced to Borrow '
when the note came due. Rev. Franks was ap-

Rpv. Thomas_i:£S2^^^-- ^ remained two years. He
—  TTnffraa^-

pointed to succeed Rev. ^ town.
the cong^®^ TJaoier was pastor

was well like +h nar
t- H NaEie£-i246:^ ^,„lstry the par-Rev. During ni

h for fo^^ ̂  and modernized.Of t.. ohurch 10 ..

sonags tltoBoa jgMfiSSS: "" ' j
T 1? JoneSj^J^--^ The churcn

„ Bay. ^
in 1949 and remain ^ear ^^^ecorated the

improve its Property. ^^„,iete
f the men of the shnm
10



interior of the main auditorium of the church, fhis same

group of men continued to meet and work. Almost every week
they would give at least one evening of work. They were
successful in completing several small jobs. A few of the

1  .4 rooins • This was a
men decided that the church needed

irns to he done and so
major undertaking "because so m - cnmolfeted

.Id ̂ ive their time until xt was completed.
"• ■>' f .t « un.ll

C„„fer».e. 1«3. Mo.t ot
job was completed, ju., ^ Chauncy
the credit for the completi after he had walk-

.nt many evenings working aixFerguson, vho spen
ed his city mail route- =2-1964= Hev. Jones reached

J. that it could— ^n^952. The church fei^
the retirement ag® ^ conference member, so.
not .eet tie 0»

•treed to aeoept a pastor •»= » studeat.
,  +od as aastof- Colorado, he waswas appointed a P j^g.iogy.

it. The IlifT school of
on the field only on week-en • was

.ot much, in t.e wa. c ^ ^oor in the'  , excepi for
done the first yea .,ear. excBV parsonage.

ond dinning-^""" ° igg?. chose sandstoneliving-room an ,,^lttee.
«.=» « V It Trie. B«< »

nferial' ^ .fnr centuries,as a building endure ro ^eterioate...Pts and — 0' '''"IZ Z
later learned

Slowly, when expose ^ fl
which had withstood

42



j  ' A aA before the end of the, 1952-1953,giving way. decided, before
+h«t repairs must te done. A program forconference year that repan

and soon after the beginning
raising funds was completed, a

a drive was begun for
of the,1953-1954. conference y

J4.000. Ti. Bo.ra ol Oh»rcB W.n=lo«
»760. IMS left »B.260 „4

1, '„+ ^t;4.00 Nevertheless,fell short hy about ? • „nney will bave to
1953. Some money

completed before Christmas. ^,.. 43 not known, at
be borrowed to pay the contractor,
the present time. Just how much.^

The church building had was not com-
since its construction 1898; an^^^^ ^
Pletely repaired , ,nt the church does not
would, probably, exceed |1 • i„,portant repairs
have that much money to sp nntil

+ fl Theare now complet • ^oject. 4,es
V  u afford another p money, tuchurch can affor

V, mav 310^ ^ , qnch meu s®

tave some me» ,^110. (C"" H.sry
Besses, Bae.". ,,osO ..

Watkins. Ernest Ha • ^ ^st o
AUey. .esley

least one evening e -ant accomP fnrnaoe. This.
tAs OASSOB. "L"
has Been tB. J.-s oB««A »»'"

h,.e,es. 1. «»W

tkls gromp. """ *' j,„g « ®°
iv,e bUil'^j. y\ p h*^"

ey are sure

40



Ih= eh.r.1. .as lasorpor.t.a as «. Plr=t «•«■•«"=«
n  psrlv in the month of November,Church of Florence, Colorado, ear y

^ fhP Church was changed from Pracer Metho-TV\e nPLms of the cnuro1953. ihe name Incorporation.
dist Church to The First ,3 remembered

eoaaaatlon . ...

that hy the time of the
4. e -it had been m earn

not as important a . ^ as it had a few years
waa the coal industry cont^J_^J__-.^ church as well

T. A hppn fel^ ^
before. These factors a was by no means a big
as by business, The Metho church holding forth

. ^ U was a small cz
church, but rather,
in a big building. ^j^^nld be mentioned.

is ....

- the fo^ 4. nf this factThe population of the of
•  .te'/chtholi''- Yet. Plor-years, predominat ■ jrotestant

o.t thirteen ?ro Thethere are. at least. ^onsidere^
. them can be ^i^ided among

ence. and none of ,uch m
Protestant Church peoP^^^ ^..ong-' united.
Inations to be cohsxd
Florence is the

0



^Blnckley HartweUjgipsJ||^^
ni + izen." a news paper,

2  , V, i?rom"Tlie Florence -i" This historyTaylor, Jaclcson, - ^ Florence, Colo found in

P^S » Sef'ofoS-£r;jioS°'S Saj »g.'fL°LU t"
srA""!?:?-'-

^Ibid. An Autobiography,
4„ » T,

« '■.-I,"ijyer, Jonn ^ j,Cincinnati, Crans „nrray may te found in
.pud George Canon City,the Reverend ^iiodist cnurThe Memoirs of pirst Me

the valt S.V
Colorado. name, which

t  witbont nnt^rst Methodistfragn^^^^'v^ult ^ the'From a two P^f^nf ?n"the'vnult
T ♦ H I.

7

®From a history fs in A-I-
At present
Florence,Florenc

,  ,.B0ll of IjXe'MeCodistSid- Chnrebp^rsonage
%rom the Flgf?® Sf/^loSdo-These ^'^liorence.

Church,
-Id , f V .Church. 5£' ^

L. ^ plorenc®History or

5  Cit- ^ rhnrch. 22-' 'Fragment. p£. ^etho^^® n. 5^*
History of ^gg,

Fremont ana- ^
and ®rco-' ,

^Haker, JameS
Denver,



3fi/

'i A >

-f.nm a new item. The.m.£efi^.
♦Tills iraformation came

June 6, 1894. ^'«"• '•
1 7

18

*1

, 1899. A lo»l «9«-
Vlnrp....o (lltlAen. September

Ibid.

Thf! nitizen-I>emoc^^^N°^®j original. I

"confprpnce Journal^^J:25^'
p, 398.

-1 1905. p-
Conference JoujS— ^ '
—  274.

?p q1 112^'^.Conferenc_eJ^B£S^

Th

81

is was a reseems to

Ibid.

*2

I  Hadley'
18 to »» " ""■lUt ttory 'jiV "»"• , _ ft...; w'"""P8t. ..o»aa« . ^,8 .e.tt«|,^»nt. !"'•

^We. ot 0«SSoo ""
^  Church,

85 yra^en^®^ °fereh"®; fe.
Minutes of l^^'^oiorado*

Florence,
86

"ibia., Marol. S.
r  1^^^

"^Ibid, January ^
29 20 00,
liii- • '

%lormo. CjaSg'
Si

Ibid.
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