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FORWARD

THIS WRITER IS NOT AN EXPERIENCED
CHURCH HISTORIAN^ HOWEVER^
HIS BELIEF THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS
IN THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF FOUNTAIN SHOULD BE AWARE
OF THE STORY OF A SMALL TOWN WEST
ERN CHURCH AND THE WAY IT HAS DE
VELOPED OVER SEVENTY YEARS OF EXIS
TENCE.

THIS REPORT IS AS ACCURATE AS POS
SIBLE. IN MANY CASES^ RECORDS OR
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETINGS DID NOT
CONTAIN ANY ITEMS OF,INTEREST.
OTHER THAN TREASURER S REPORTS AND
OTHER REPORTS.

THIS HISTORY IS A TRIBUTE TO ALL
the wonderful PEOPLE. BOTH MINISTERS
and LAITY, who STARTED OUR CHURCH
AND HAVE KEPT IT GOING. MANY OF
THESE WONDERFUL PEOPLE HAVE BEEN
mentioned and I AM SORRY IF ANY
HAVE BEEN LEFT OUT.

-Virgil Estep-



THE METHODIST CHURCH

The Methodist Church is a church
of Christ in which "the pure Word of
God is preached and the Sacraments
duly administered".

Its founder was John Wesley, a
clergyman of the Church of England.
Educated at Oxford University, young
John Wesley, like Paul, sought in vain
for satisfaction by the strict obser
vance of the rules of religion and of
the church.

At a prayer meeting in Aldersgate
Street in London on May 24, 1738, he
experienced a "strange warming of his
heart". At this time he discovered
that it is not by rules or laws, nor
by our own efforts at self-perfection,
but by faith in God's mercy as it
comes to us in Christ that man may
enter upon life and peace.

It was not Wesley's intention to
found a new church, but to preach the
gospel to the needy who were not being
reached by the Church of England and
its clergy, and also to take care of
those who were won to the Christian
life.

He gathered people and formed
them into classes or societies and
sent them to preach the gospel to
the masses on the streets and in the

fields, mines, and private homes.
These people were not ordained mini
sters but lay persons interested in
winning souls for Christ.

Methodism spread to America and
was accepted by the American way of
life. These lay ministers followed
the tide of migration as it moved west.



BY the close of the American Revolu
tion the Methodists numbered
thousand members and

Wesley attempted to get tneBlshoroi London L ord^J •»« Jf.!;"
preachers. Failing in Thomas Coke
self ordained too ?hem to
and Francis Asbury, and sent i:

""'S'tb. ChrLt... 24,
Which met in and organized
1784, sixty Church,
the Methodist Episcopa and

in 182 8 a group of „oved
godly persons, ^gy representa-
by an insistence on lay
tions, separated and h. In 1844
Methodist P^^o^^^^'^^aivision regarding
there was

the question of ®^'tiationSf a
After May 10»

plan was agreed an the
the Methodist Episc P ^ south,
Methodist Episcopal Chu . united
the Methodist
to form the Methodist pvangeli®®^

in April of 1968 the
United Brethren Church an Metho-
Church united to form the Unitea
dist Church





































































































the Cleveland Browns, was the speaker.
Some tcibles and chairs were purchased
at this time with money from the
Memorial Fund,

September 19, 1977; A letter was
received from theCity of Fountain
concerning the water tap to the
church. The price quoted was $1^527.
Wendell Sample moved and Virgil Estep
seconded that we accept this offer.
The motion carried. This will bring
water to the front of the church.
The minister has talked to the Dis
trict Superintendent about obtaining
money from the Conference for help
in doing this and was advised that we
need to re-apply. Mary Sample made
a motion and Emma Ermel seconded to
have the Gas Company check the boiler,

December 4. 1977; The Charge Conference
was held with Rev. Nobel Kime pre
siding. A book, "History of the Meth
odist Evangelical United Brethren
Churches in the Rockies"r was presents
to Virgil Estep, Lay Leader, The
minister presented the 1978 budget in
the amount of $24,930, which was
adopted. Elwin Headley was elected
Lay Leader and Sam Allen, Chairman of
the Board.

July 17, 1978! Dorothy McConnaughhay
gave a report on the Annual Conference
held in Fort Collins in June. Ann
Allen reported that the church picnic
would be at the old City Park on
August 17, $850 was received from the
Conference to assist with the water to
the church and the tap fee of $750 was
paid, Verda Johnson suggested that
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MINISTERS OF FQUHTAIN U,M.C>

1912 - George T, Sledge (preached also at Hanover and Wigwam)
1916 - J, Preston Lane

1917 - F. L. Logston
1918 - S. F. Chambers

1919 - M* W, Forsyth (came to this conference from Puget Sound)
1920 - M. P. Oixon (came from S. W, Kansas Conference - he retired in 1923

and passed away February 11, 1963 in Lamar, Colorado)
1924 - L. G, Honnald (located at his own request)
1925 - V. C. Tyree (transferred to Wyoming State Conference in June, 1933)
1927 - B. A. Davis (came from the Dakota Conference)
1929 - H. A. Cottrill

1931 - Arthur Morrison (bom October 5, 1870 and retired October 5, 1934 -
Died August 4, 1950 in Illinois. Rev. Morrison was bom with
poor eye sight and later totally blind, but continued to reach
and serve the Lord.)

1934 - Arthur Gurley
1936 - Paul Mundell (while serving the Fountain Church was also the assistant

to the Conference statistician)
1937 - John Jordan (came from W. Wisconsin Conference - retired in 1948

and passed away March 7, 1972 in Greeley, Colorado)
1938 - Glenn Smith

1939 - Wayne Reed
1940 * E. G. Samuelson
1941 - Hufus D. Webster (bom in Osage, Kansas on August 12, 1884 - he was

trcuisferred to this conference from S. W. Kansas Conference

on June .15, 1931 - died in Ft. Collins, CO on May 28, I960)
















