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" - Montbello isn’t.beaven, but it
q_ﬁ;-co_rg;e;_clps_e_w being a ‘com-
‘. munity that realizes the Ameri-
© _can dream of different races
W . “living fogether in peace and
“* " _harmony.” i
i That is the opinion of - the
" Rev. Steve Sprecher, pastor of
““the United Parish of Montbello,
i. 4879 Crown Blvd. . -
2 : Sprecher and other Montbello
. i ministers - were interviewed
.- about the role of their churches
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<¢. 7. in promoting a spirit of com-
~: " ‘munity pride and racial har-
SoErimony. BT iy
~ 2 . Monthello, in northeast
&

. . Denver, was annexed to the
- city in 1965. Its population is
*“ about 50 per cent white, 30 per
- cent black, 10 per cent Hispano
< ¢ and 10 per cent other minori-
¢+ ties, Sprecher said.
" “RACIAL- HARMONY is-a
/' major ldentifying part of the
. community,” - Sprecher - said.
... ' % “That’s the American dream —
. everyone existing together. And
“Montbello ' is people living to-
« gether harmoniously.” . .:
' 711 " There sometimes are' neigh-
“borhood squahbles in ' the
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18,000 residents, Sprecher con-
ceded. But they ‘“‘aren’t racial
conflicts with groups of one
race opposing another.’’ .
Part. of Montbello's success,
he said, may lie in the fact that
it always has been integrated,
Because it is a new community,
it didn’t experience the “trau-
ma’ - of integration. In older
neighborhoods, he:- noted, in-
tegration -most often occurs
when blacks or other minorities
move into the area. = =

MANY RESIDENTS move to
Monthello because they choose
to live in an integrated neigh-
.borhood, Sprecher said. ' Others
find in Monthello the house they
want,
whether. their neighhors are
black or white. ’

Another Montbello minister,
the Rey. James F. McQuade,
formerly of Monthello Roman
Catholic Church,. said the com-
munity’s ““relative geographic
isolation has caused some dif-
ficulties, but also has provided
a sense of independence,”

McQuade, who recently was
transferred to Boulder, said the
isolation has caused Montbello
to be a more distinct  area,
“which isn’t as true in olher

and they don’t. care|

borhoods melt
other.” { ;
“The Catholic ‘ parish was

into one an-

|presented with a recruitment

problem in that blacks haven't
traditionally been active (in the
Roman Catholic church),” he
said, “But about 10 per cent of
the parish is black. We are
very conscious of racial har-
mony, and the diversity of the
membership has heen good for
us.’ :

THE UNITED PARISH re-
flects the makeup of the com-
munity, Sprecher said. About 60
per cent of the congregation is
white. The other 40 per cent is
black. . ol i

Sprecher said church atten-
dance in Monthello appears to
be lower than elsewhere. .The
community has four churches
with = buildings.. Another four
congregations meet in borrowed
facilities. St R S
* Part of the reason for the ap-
parent .lower attendance may
be that some Montbello resi-

| dents attend church in Aurcra

and ‘Denver, Sprecher said.
Further, the ‘area has.a rela-
tively - young -population, who
may not be as likely to aifiliate
with a church as persons who

.. planned:. community - of about

parts of Denver, where neigh-

are older.; &+ . -0 i
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- Both McQuade and Sprecher
said Montbello churches have
gained steadily in membership,
The Montbello Catholic parish
started with two persons and
$23 in its treasury in 1971. It
now, has 380 families. United
Parish, Sprecher’s church,
started similarly and now has
about 70 families.

A THIRD MINISTER, the
Rev. E. E. Keiper, said St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church was
started in 1968, when Montbello
contained only a few scatiered
show homes. The church met in
a local school. Today it has 125
families, and a day-care center
and school for 190 children,

Keiper said he has seen a lot
of growth, both spiritual and lit-
eral, in Monthello. “There is a
sense of coming together,” he
said. “More and mgre people
‘are  becoming involved with
issues. And the churches. have
been conduits for this involve-
ment.” : :

This opinion was echoed by
Sprecher, who said he helieves
Montbello churches “have been
a great institution for sqcia]
change.” . s ]

For example, Sprecher said,
churchgoers are among the
most dctive members of sych
groups as the: Montbello Ci-

| tizens Committee, *

#f

“While churches hayent ini-
tiated all changes, church
members certainly haye »
Sprecher added. b s

One example of' a significant
effort by citizens, he -said, wag
getting school board approval
for ‘a 'Montbello: : Jjunior-senior
high school. The facility is to
open in January 1940, ‘

-THERE " ARE NUMERQUS
community activities sponsored

 Churches Reflect Montbello Racial Blend

by churches working together, terzacial because  the com-

the ministers said. One of the
more exciting events, McQuade
said, is an annual Palm Sunday
prayer walk, - . - ..
“Members of the churches
carry wooden crosses: down
three different paths,” Me-
Quade said. After the - walk,
there is a poverty meal symbo-
lizing the sacrifices of Christ.
The churches also have a li-
turgical dance program,

L's

Sprecher - said. Joint caroling|

parties, social events and rap
sessions also are held.

FISH, another joint effort, is
a fund for emergency food,
Ioc!gmg and shelter. Sprecher
said hundreds of Montbello resi-

dents have been helped by
FISH since ‘the

four years ago, J
While it might seem surpris-

ing that-such help is needed in|

an. - apparently middle-class
community, Sprecher said there
are many occasions it is used.

fund was sef up

“THERE ARE PEOPLE here,

munity is. © <

United Parish has had "a
unique problem in reaching res- -
idents, Sprecher added. Many -
people don’t understand what is
meant by an ecumenical
church. United Parish was set
up by four denominations: Unit-
ed Methodist Church, the Unit-
ed Presbyterian Church,: the
United Church of Christ and the -
Reformed Church of America.
United Parish, organized
eight years ago, was the first in
the nation to be formed by four
denominations, Sprecher said,
It -grew out of discussions by
the Colorado. Council of
Churches: ° A
SPRECHER - SEES his role
‘“as an enabler — ag trying to
enable people to do things they - =
want' to, such. as help their
community.. s et e
¢ still see-myself-as a teach-
er in 2 certain sense,’” he
added. But that feeling isn’t as
strong as- it - was: when he
graduated six years ago from
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%’SI;VEW income level,” he said. Union Theological Seminary in: —
H helps “people’ who are|New York. - R S
nolang it marginally.” . The| Actually ‘haying bis owm

when unemployment increases.

- In one incident. a family.. was
helped when it gc;t down t&;}fﬂ:

last : dollap

assistance is particu-
larly great, he added, in times

church has meant he 18340
volved in many detail$ that =
don’t relate to teaching: ?t.all.
Sprecher said. For_example, be -
recently had to buy a Dew-Tes

because the huys-
band lost his job and wasnit yet
recelving unemployment com-
pensation, Sprecher said, .. ¢
Montbello is a good example
of & community in which the
church “ig no longer a place
Just to be seen every Sunday,
Sprecher sald, “It is a place lo

find a handle on life.” . .. ¢ &

At church, he continued; race

isn’t an issue. The ‘church is in-

frigerator for the_churc_ﬁ- An'r e
other recent joh has been-help-

ing set up. a day-care center 2t
‘the chureh.& . v 1gs. s
*. “perhaps.' my* ideal '.‘{uew of .
the churg_h “would be ]fh?:io-ﬂl:
congregalon, the- people,-

‘littllli’ of G"e.l‘ything,.'i' Sprecher -,
said. “That woyld .mean* this
chureh €0uld wo on if T weren't

there. AP I think this church -
colild","-q""'-"-'w" 7o T -J",‘, - ~_ﬁj-'\-" -
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