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INTRODUCT ION

Our thought thia morning begins with the observatlon

bl —us=must_have made el some-ti
THAT VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF LIVING THEIR LIVES

IN TERMS OF THEIR FIRST CHOICES.

Most of us‘ag?éﬁrjiiving in terms of our second, end third, snd even fourth choicese

Many of the terms under which we do our living,
end meny of the situations in which we do our living —— ARE DICTATED TO US BY CIRCUMSI
OVER WHICH WE HAVE LITTLE OR NO CONTROLe
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We might get at this truth from sny one of a number of angless

g For example — we were all born with certain tendencies toward particular
types of temperamenti and personalitye.

And not one of us had mueh choice in the matter of what these
temperement or personality tendencies were to be.

It is quite true that personality is something which grows, and develops ==
we have something to say about the direction of that growth —-
but the seedg of pereonality were gievn us —= and there isn't
much choice on ewr part on that scoree

The result is thet many a persen looks en x et someone else and says:
"If only I had his or her personality;
If only I had his or her temperement."
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be Azain, we emetimes have to live in terms of second or third choices so far
as our abilities are concerned.
How many a person has, said°

, musical ebility -~ or with shhletic prowesss —
St erature —— or with the capaeity to meet people wms : a5
buh alas, my limited gbilities lie in mnoh Iess 1nterest14g areas;
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So far as our gbilities are concerned, - many 'efewms live in terms of

our second choicese
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¢. Again, meny persons are forced to live in terms of their second choices
SO FAR AS THEIR LIFE-WOBK IS CONCERNED » :
How meny people there are who have dreamed of entering some particular
business or some particular profession —w—
~ - but circumstances of one kind or other and stepped in, sayingx

“So far as your work is concerned, you &me netﬁgoing to have your
Pirst c?oice; you are going to have /e to live in terms of your sesond, or third, or fourth
choice. A Sy ) ; ‘ . | X ot
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de Still other people never get their first.choice  so far as
the place where 'l'.hey do their living is concerned.

le lz.k.e a small town, but we are forced to live in a city;
or we like the eity, and we are foroed to live in a small town,

We like a communi‘hy h { -

T And e we might comtinue indefinitely —
f . POINTING OUT WAYS IN WHICH PEOPLE HAVE TO DO THEIR LIVING IN TERMS
OF THEIR SECOND OR THIRD OR FOURTH GHOICES.
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Now the more we think about this st
bresFEet thal so much of life is lived-in terms of our second choices ——e

X\
\.

N y
The more certain‘@ne of two things will happen:

either we will become pessimistie in our outlook on life ——=feeling that
life ien't playing quite feir with us; )
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% or, we will come to a worki relationshi w:.t tde situation as we fmd ite
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Obvieusly, becoming pessimistic about it, isn't going to help metters eny ——
we'!ll only make ourselves more m:.eerable 5 likewise the people around use

e
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On the other hand, w to a workigg rolationship with the situation
'Dwe shall get the mo st that there ia to ge‘l’. from our second cho:.ces,
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L& end it EI be —-'tha‘a we shall d.acovm' s’ome advantages in our
7 second choices that we never even: suspectede
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A very important part of the ART OF LIVING
> :

is the art of coming te a working relationship with our foreced second choiees;
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The first is this: |

T“er&:ﬁf,u/‘hf
SUBNGSTOEREOOGNEZE- THAT ALMOST EEEEXQﬁE_EEEE- is doing et lesst a part

of his living in terms of second choicess. N6 /person is alome in facing this proba
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One of the most pernicious diseases in the world is self-pity,
and one of the best mys of aeguir;gg a severe case of self-pity is to
say to onself: " Here I em, heving to do ell sorts of things I don't like
to do, while evryone else is doing just what he warts to doe"

Probably almost everyone is tempted to say somethlng of that sort, at sometime
or other, —— 7

’ EYgrardthe opinior ﬁ,gﬁ iﬁ is e comparatively smell percentege of
people whe do most most of their liv1ng in terms of their first choiees.
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If life,therefore, seems rasther stern - in not giving us our first choices ——

we at least have this consolatien as a starting point —=

ko We are not alone ——= life is 8o organized thet much of it, for almost
all peoples, must be lived in terms of second end third choices.
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Anyone .who reeds biegraphy to eny extenthhow often this is the case with
famous people —w.ihe amd - e [ R——

Whistler, the artist, whose prirait of "His Mother" is known to 8ll of us,
didn't went to be an artist — he wanted %o be a soldier (that was his first choice)
But at West Point he failed because he could not pass in chemistry ===

The talent he possessed wes his second choice.
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Philipps Brooks, ome of the most influential clergymen in the history of our
country —— wented te be s tescher, e ﬁf 4%, L5 ;
\ = 71{_‘ - ,& J b e A 0.

Buk he made e miserable failure of tegshing,a s

hureh —e ; reeming: reasw-bhet now, a hundred years later, he is regarded
es one of the greateat pulplteers our country has produeed.
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Sir Walter Scott dreamed of being g poet === he had his heart set on it;
But things didn't go the way he wanted them t0 =——— and he had to give it up.
Se, half-heartedly, he took to writing novels — but at first he was so ashamed
of what he was doing that he published them aneonymouslye ==

After a time he produced an Ivenhoe - and otherse A novelist of world-feme, but
by second choice.
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This list might be continued indefinitely —=—= folk whe have been called upen
to live 1qnterma of secqnd cﬁbices. 2
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diniiiiiihiiag in coming to a working relationshlp with our second choices is
in RECOGNIZING THAT THERE ARE TWO FACTORS INVOLVED IN ANY SITUATION: =

the extermgl condition ~= about which we mey not be able to do very much;
Ak and then — deale

the attitude which we teke towsrd the sztuation -~ about which we can do a grest
*********##****;m**** .

N " fIgihink 7 we-wt11-160k over the geﬁunae:”{hagpy peeple»whom we.know.
t;;e y@’?ﬁo Pipd their satisfactions —-~
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'”enaéunight attitudeb.
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'¢uuéﬂny individual who \ does work out a satmsfactory working relationshlp
with a situation which is his segond or third choice ==

~HEBRSPNNNES® FIND THAT RELATIONSHIP IN LARGE PART THROUGH THE ATTITUDE WHICH
HE TAKES TOWARD IT.

'kmtfbesause thaﬁ'ha!gdlearned +
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The story is told that a well-meaning, but not too adroit, visitor went to ceall
on a wowmen who had been aninvalid for years;

The visitor tried te be sympathetic ﬂiiﬂilﬁ# end said: "Troubleg does so color
life, doesn't it?"

--\ﬁ\ﬂ_Te which the cheerful patient replied: "Yes, but I ‘propose to choose theifolorl“
he colgr e
S%*mﬁqg 5559 44kualions SIMSEREE) do color life - but our-attitudes-help-to-determine

Some of us,perhaps, are femiliar with the story of "The Man Who Played Gode"

It is the story of a great musiscian, who seemed to possess all that ene could
desire —— health, wealtih, and fame. ;

Then, suddenly one day -— & great trouble came into hie life —-
and his bright world —- suddenly trunmed black and emptye

The musician thought hef had nothing for which to live, and was about to give
up in despair, when a friend ceme to him and said: "You ought not give way to hopelessness
or pessimism ——-

In the past you have had almost everything you could desire ——- BUT THIS IS
THE FIRST TIME IN YOUR LIFE YOU'VE HAD A REAL CHANCE TO BE A HERO.,"

And inspired by this new gttitude toward his situstion - he found himself again
ok ook ko sk ok sk ARk ook ook sk ok koK ok ook ok ok sk ok o =

Edmund Vence Cooke has given us some worthwhile lines on trouble ——— which would apply
equally well to SOME SECOND OR THIRD OR FOURTH CHOICE WE HAVE BEEN FORCED TO ACCEFT:

Did you tackle that trouble thet came your-wey --- - —— —----~— - -
With a resolute heart and cheerful?

Or hide your face from the light of dey

With a craven soul and fearful? =



A trouble's a ton, or a trouble's an ounce,

A trouble is what you make it;

And it isn't the fact that your hurt that cowmts,
But only - how did you take it."
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B{h\ In any situation —- there are these two elements:
the external situstion - about which we may not be able to do much-
our sttitude toward it -- about which we can do a great deal.

WE MIGHT HAVE ALL THE FIRST CHOICES IN THE WORLD = but without the right ,atti‘bwoj,
they wouldn't bring us the least good; N
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§ And 8o the picture might be turned.around ——-
MANY A TRIUMPHANT LIFE HAS BEEN LIVED IN TERMS OF SECOND CHOICES —m-
through the magic influence of a rightk,attitgde.
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Eventually, however —= an optimistic a‘bti’bude needs ’oo have some fotmdat:.on-some basii
he, oot
‘rh:.s leads us to?@-ﬂa&r& factor to be consldered when we are denied eur first choicese

Nemély: THA? IN ALIOST ANY SITUATION IN WHICH WE lAY FII\TD ounsm,vms, THERE 1S SOME
IMPORTANT SERVICE ‘HAITING;ITO JBE_RENDERED.. (_.\,-_). A T

***************************#****#********#**** :

Any individusl who is genuinely interested in people,
and who really desires to enrich the lives of others = SIT UATIONS.
CAN FIND REAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE —— EVEN IN TERMS OF HIS SECOND CHOICE

LAgs
The type of service to be rendered mey in some measure be determined for him —-
but this world is in need of many kinds of serviece:

sickroom;
thd*patient, whe teaches us the meaning of cheerfullness and coursge in the
the business and professionel worker;
the tradesman —
the laborer ——- b it
the home=worker —e=- ALL THESE RENDER A SERVICE THE WORLD
CANNOT WELL GET ALONG WITHOUT.

——
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Se, when we find ourselvea in some second-choice situgtion, we might well AJtafa
& -;-;u.ia.- = IETES 2% k“

Is it pessible that there is someone who is better off becamise I landed in
this situation?

Is it possible, that being here — I can be of service to someone whom I
otherwise would not have the privilege of kmowing and serving?
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Someone once said that the greatest shock whibh the human orgenism can stand is
the shock of uselessness — the sense that we are not needed.

We might reverse that, and say thet one of the greatest inspirations for living

is the sense that we gre needed;
thaet there is some , service weiting to be rendered.

IF ONLY WE MIGHT APPROACH OUR SECOND CHOICE SITUATIONS IN THIS SPIRIT ——

Feeling, that although I misht have wished things to be different,
NEVERTHELESS HERE IS SOME OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE WHICH I SHOULD NOT

OTHERWISE HAVE HAD

spesking ofe
we should be helped toward that working relstionship, we have been
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If fwe shonld place a thirty=foot plank on the grownd, “
ﬁg’ most of us could walk ecress it without any difficulty.

if we should place that same plank high up fin the sair =
y many of us would have great difflculty walking across it.

Wﬁ gﬁ% xntOIEecond- eho! edﬂp{%ggiions — ‘;;f 7
deniﬁd some f1i, st-ohei@e ———— [ & d
TEMPTED TO T : -D --and tv'approach it 1n thht attitude.

dg HANB, WE MEGHT APPRQACH.O SEOQND-CHOLGE SITUATION ~IN THE SPI THAT
IN THIS A SOME OPPORT.UNZTY/ FOR , VICE — THROUGH THIS SOMEONE S L CAN BE
. v

ENR CY'“ IN, AEWAY ;T OTHERWISE WOULD NOT e
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‘#s‘shall go far in achieving this working relatienship we. have E{gn talklng aboute
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If we are helped to achieve a working reletionship with a, seeond-cho:Lce situetion
by looking et it from SOME OTHER PERSON'S POINT OF VIEW - s Y A

we might well go one step farther, and look at it from GOD'S POINT OF VIEW.
This means applying our religion to our second choice situations. {
And certainly, there are many situstions in life -which demand a religious attituae.
ok ok ok 2 ok sk sk 3k ok sk 3k 3¢ ok sk 3k ok ok 3k ok 3k sk ke sk sk ok sk ok ok 3k 7K ok ofe ok ke ok o

Probably in all the Bible there is no one statement mere diffieult %o understand - or at
least to believe, than thet which is foumd in the letter to the Romans: "We know that
o ihemebhut Yove @od, ell things work égether for gooda"  __—

If the statement stopped there, most of us would not know what to make of it
But there is more, whlch g:.ves ponrh'we lmow that all things work together for good to

W Wha.‘bever else ‘bhis statemen‘h mey meen - IT THROWS OUI‘ THIS IMPORTANI’
SUGGESTION: e 2
namely, +thet IT ISN'T ENOUGH TO LOOK AT A SITUATION FROM OUR OWN POINT OF VIﬁW —

but if we are going to understand it - we must look et it from God's point of view.
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If we stepped with saying, "all things work bgether for good“ ——— WO ehould have &
statement that obviously is not true —-- n Ve T VR e T .

But whentge add: "We k‘now ‘bha‘t hm, all ‘bh:mgs work together for

good. o“ ‘%""*‘A

we are challenged to believe thet SOMEHOW IN THIS VAST SCHEME OF THINGS WE CALL |

THE UNIVERSE ——- THERE ARE GREAT AND DIVKE PURPOSESW ~-BBING WORKED OUl o

Purposes beyond the complete comprehension of man e

And thet if we could only look st life from the point ef view of these
Divine purposes we ahould say: “We know that towbherstirrt-tove"@ed, a2ll things work
together for goodyte Tic.. ¢ s [
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Now religion asks us to venture our lives on some such faith —w-
>
It asks ug TO GET OUISIDE OURSELVES AND LOOK AT LIFE FROM GOD'S POINT OF VIEW —

And doing that -~ to see new mesning in even the second, end third, and fourth
choices of life.
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Life tekes on mesning when we have the sense of belonging to something greater then self;

To beleng to @ growp, an ergenizgtien, & tradition, a state, a nstion
this pointe a foundation umder lifee.

And so leng as we have the sense of doing things FOR this aomethlng greeter than
86lf —e we don't mind deing; “hings=whieh erﬁﬁ&i’ﬁ?%- uldm®
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Now religion goes beyond all theseeether-thinrg -
snd says -—— "When all these other things are gone — YOU WILL STILL BELONG TO GOD."
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And it is only as a person comes to a living realization hat HE BELONGS TO GOD w——
and that he has the prigilece of allying himself with Divine purposes ==
that he discovers the resl mesning of religione.
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1t What does all this have to do with our BNBORCED }
second choice situations? ) |
I Just this: If in the long run we are to come %o |, 4., |
a working relationship with bhsm - / _— |
We shall need a religious faith, a religious /// !
philsophy which HELPS US TO LOOK AT OUR SITUATIONS, NOT / |
ONLY FROM OUR OWN, BUT FROM GOD'S POINT OF VIEW. // |
Buf And so, inspired by the thought that we are nd.in desth we BELONG TOJ
A GOD WHOd _,11ied with Divine Purposes, we can say with Paul: / y
Ay "We know that all things work together fo; : “ o
good to them that love God -- to them thet are called to | t?ke % otani
| His Purpose.” u?q | |
| Ay 4 ‘
! ; |
Do ,/ |

L S e
Hogrour religian taken hold sufficlently that we canfl ok 3géﬁ'our gﬁgérced seeond
choices, and still say with Psuls =

21l _things work together for goodl®

sk e ke ook ok ok o sk ok ok ok
CONCLUSION

Thig morning I have suggested four things involved in eming %o a working relationmship
with ourbsecond choicess

l. The realization that almost everyone around us is doing a part of his living in
terms of second choices. It is a common problem we all face.
{
2. The realizetion hat just as impertant as the situations we find ourselves in,
is the ATTITUDE WHICH WE TAKE TOWARD THEM. s

3. The realization that no matter whaf?"{sit uationwe find ourselves in, there is
some importent service in it — waiting to be rendered;

4. THE CONVICTION THAT THESE LIVES OF OURS ARE SET IN A SCHEME OF PYRPOSES BEYOND
OUR COMFREHENSION —- a'd therefore we ought to look st life, not gnly from our own, but
fromGged's point of viewe.
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No ome of us is going te reallze fully theseft

AHEW: snd to tha extent thot wa Aa anhiawa Fham  we aball aald e~ wasledon wal ot b2




