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INTRODUCT ION
t4

Our thought this morning begins with the observation
have je a

THAT VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF LIVING THEIR LIVES
IN TERMS OF THEIR FIRST CHOICES.

Most of us Ioom’ living in terms of our second, and third, and even fourth choices.

Many of the teTms under which we do our living,
and many of the situations in which we do our living ARE DICTATED TO US BY CIRCUMSI

OVER WHICH WE HAVE LITTLE OR NO CO1’TROL.

We might get at this truth from any one of a number of angles:

a. For example — we were all born with certain tendencies toward particulpr
types of teprament and personality.

And not one of us had much choice in the matter of what these
temperament or personality tendencies were to be.

It is quite true that personality is something which grows, and develops —

we have something to say about the direction of that growth ——

but the ee of personality were gievn us — and there isn’t
much choice on our part on that score.

The result is that many a person looks at someone else and says:
“If only I had his or her personality;

If only I had his or her temperament.”

__

But for bottr or worse, a goo4 many peop1e-ve—1o do thfl-living on
tix ecore,at 1east in terms of their second or thi.. or fourth ohbicee.

— ) tc A

- ‘) t

5. Again, we emetimes have to live in terms of second or third choices so far
as our abilities are concerned.

How many a pexa has said:
If only I musical abiliy —— or with athletic prowesas —

— or with the capaery to meet people —— $JeA C

but alas, limited abilities lie in rnuch1ess interestinz areas;

So far as our abilities are concerned, — many live in terms of
our second choices.

C. Again, many persons are forced to live in terms of their second choices
SO FAR AS THEIR LIFE—WORK LIS CONCERNED.

How many people there are who have dreamed of entering some particular
business or some particular profession

ircumetances of one kind or other..and stepped in, saying:
/ , 7 ,.

“So far as your work is concerned, you 4.ofg to have youz’’
fi-st choice; you are going to have to live in terms of your aeaond, or third, or fourth
choice.” z_A - j, ,



ci. Still other people never get their firchoic so far as
the place where ther do their living is concerned.

We. like a small town, but we are forced to live in a city;
or we like the city, and we are forced to live in a small town;

___

L

__

mprIIIflb oown
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_____
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And eo we might continue indefinitely —

POINTING Our WAYS IN WHICH PEOPLE HAVE TO DO THEIR LIVING IN TERMS
OF TEIR SECOND OR THIRD OR FOURTH CHOICES.

Now the more we think about this
that so much of life is lived-in terms of our second choices

The more certain one of two things will happen:

either we will become pimistic in our outlook on life —...feeling that
life in’t playing quite fair with us; - ‘I -

or,
we will cmeto a working relatioaabp with s’n aswe find it.

Obviously, becoming pessimistic about it, isn’t going to help matters any —

we’ll only make ourselves more miserable ; likewise the people around us.
_%_____%_ ;z-

On the other hand, b*sd to a working ro1atieta1ip with the situat
we shall get the mo that there Lto get from our second choice

i

4Z and it my be — that we shall iscover some advantages in our
second choices that we never even suspected.

REATIcsHIP

A very important p.rt of the ART Q L!

k

__

This morning, I should like to four -T2Lk1L

te

——
.

•3 ‘b
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—

—

We like a -coimnunity
— 3.

is the art of coming to a working relationship with our for cod 8ecend cheieeai



I.
The first is this:

ALMJST EVERYONE is doing at least a part

of his living in terms of second choices. N’poraon is alone in fac_ng this prokà

One of the most pernicious diseases in the world is self—pity, C
-- and one of the best ya of acgui a severe case of self—pity is to

say to onseif: ‘ Here I am, having tc dc all sorts of things I don’t like
to do, while evryone else is doing just what he wants to do.”

Probably almost everyone is tempted to say something of that sort, at sometime
orother, ———

it is a comparatively small percentage of
people who do most most of their living in terms of their first choices.

******* * ***********

If life,therefore, seems rather stern — in not giving us our first choices

we at least have thjs consolation as a starting point —

we are not alone life is so organized that much of it, for almost
all peoples, must be lived in terms of second and third choices.

— -.---—----.-.
—

—J
Anyone who reads biography to any e*tent,’.hd’w often this is the case with

famous people

Whistler, the artist, whose prtrait of “His Mother”, is known to all of us,
didn’t want to be an artist — he wanted to be a soldier (that was hjs first choice)

But at West Point he failed because he could not pass in chemistry —

The talent he possessed was his second choice. . —

Thilippa Brooks, one of the most influential clergymen in the history of our
country — wanted to be a teacher, A “ ., 9 ‘-6’

(_ ‘

But he made a miserable failure of teaching, a4-s.-$i( le1’ smb4e
now, a hwidree years later, he is regarded

as one of the greatest pulpiteers our country has produced.

**** * ******** **** **** *****

Sir Walter Scott dreamed of being a poet — he had his heart set on it;
But things didn’t go the way he wanted them to ———— and he had to gthve it up.
So, haif—heartedly, he took to writing novels — but at first he was so ashamed

of what he was doing that he published them anaonymously.
After a time he produced an Ivanhoe — and others. A novelist of world—fame, but

by second choice.

*********************** * *

This list might be continued indefinitely — folk who have been called upon
to live in terms of second choices. A

J4f
-IN BEING/X/( DENIED OUR

istlie first step in oozing to a working relationship



..,ii, .II.
1q. L4L1J441L’

eZZiWe in coining to a working relationship with our second choices is
in RECOGNIZING THAT THERE ARE T’!O FACTORS I1VOLVED fl AIY SITUATION: -

the external condition — about which we may not be able to do very much;
and then — deal.

the atitude which we take toward the situation —— about whiàh we can do a great
********************

- d -

And I jik T we will look over the genily Japy poepls whom we know,
thee the $ol. who find theireat1Aactions — -“ -

r net so much because the -he&Ye externa uat th1
- bwt lecanse they harileai’ned the imp tt ud.

ny individual who [does work out a satisfactory working relationship
with a situation which is his seond or third choice

wiJFfU FINDTHAT RELATIONSHIP IN LARGE PART THROWH THE ATTITUDE WHICH
HE TAKES TOWARD IT.

— -

The story is told that a well—meaning, but not too adroit, visitor went to call
on a woman who had been aninvalid for years;

The visitor tried to be sympathetic and said: ‘Trouble does so color
line, doesn’t it?11

—--- To which the cheerful patient replied: “Yes, but I propose to choose the colorL”

h color 1f& but our attitudes help to determine

Some of us,perhaps, are familiar with the story of ‘The Man Who Played God.’

It is the story of a great muciscian, who seemed to possess all that one could
desire — health, wealth, and fame.

Then, suddenly one day ——— a great trouble came into his life ——

and his bright world — suddenly truned black and empty.

The musician thought he$ had-nothingfor which to live, and was about to give
up in despair, when a friend came to him and said: “You ought not give way to hopelessness
or pessimism ——

In the past you have had almost everything you could desire .— BU THIS IS
THE FIRST TTh IN YOUR LIFE YOU’VE HAD A REAL CHANCE TO BE A HERO.11

And inspired by this new attitude toward his situation — he found himself again

Edmund Vance Cooke has given us some worthwhile lines on trouble — which- would apply
equally well to SOME SECOID OR THIRD OR FOURTH CHOICE WE HAVE BEEN FORCED TO ACCEP1

Did you tackle that trouble that came your - way -.
--

With a resolute heart and cheerful?
Or hide your face from the lght of dy S

. With a craven soul and fearful? - -



A trouble’s a ton, or a trouble’s an oi.ice,
A trouble is what you make it;
And it isn’t the fact that yoir hurt that counts,
But only how did you take it.”

In any situation — there are these two elements:
the external situation about which we may not be able to do much—

our attitude toward it — about which we can do a great deal.

WE YJGWT HAVE ALL THE FIRST CUQICES IN THE WORLD —_ but without the rig attite,

they wouldn’t bring us the least good;
- / ,J :i

— “Tha4 e&-
MANY A SEOON]Y OR THIRD CHOICE HAS BEEN MADE EXCEEDI!GLY DRTHWHILE\-- by

of a right attiti2*ard it.

— —

1/ ,J -

Sit o’doo color —

BI we Jiavea great deal to do in the patter of hooaingthe color.

****************************

And so the picture might be turned around
MANY A TRIUMPHANT LIFE HAS BEEN LIVED IN TERMS OF SECOND CHOICES

through the magic influence of a right attitude.
1VV.

IV

III.

Eventually, however ——— an optimistic attitude needs to have some foundation—some basis

-tk- ‘t’
This leads us toa4h±rd factor to be onsidered when we. are denied our first choices.

• V

Namely: THA IN AUVST ANY SITUATICN IN WHICH WE MAY FIND OURSELVES, THERE IS SO)E
IMPORTANT SERVICE WAITING,TO BE RENDERED.. -L%’ --* t.-I• €?‘4

VA j U/g/ ,%
- V

Any individual who is genuinely interested in people,
and who reall desires to enrich the lives of others — SITUATIONS.

CAN FIND REAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE — EVEN IN TERMS OF HIS SECOND CHOICE

The vip of serrice to be rendered may in some measure be determined for hiut ——

but this world is in need of many kInds of service:

sickroom;
t*patient, who teaches us the meaning of cheerfulinesa and courage in the

the business and professional worker;
the tradesman —

the laborer —
I

the home—worker — ALL THESE.. RENDER A SERVICE THE WORLD
CANNOT WELL GET ALONG WITHOUT.

* * ***** ****** ****



So, when we find ourselves in some second—choice situation, we might well A-*2

Is it pessible that there is someone who is better off becatse I landed in

this situation?

Is it possible, that being here — I can be of service to someone whom I

otherwise would not have the privilege of knowing and servingt

* * * *** *** ***** * ** ** * * **** **

Someone once said that the greatest shock whThh the human organism Can stand is

the shock of uselessness the sense that we are not needed.

•

We might reverse that, and say that one of the greatest inspirations for living

is the sense that we are needed;
that there is some service waiting to be rendered.

IF ONLY WE GITT APPROACH OUR SECOND CHOICE SITUATIONS IN THIS SPIRIT —

Feeling, that although I mirtht have wished things to be different,

NEVERTHELESS HERE IS SOME OPPOFtJNITY I’OR SERVICE WHICH I SHOULD NOT

OTHERWISE HAVE HAD
speaking of.

we should be helped toward that working relationship, we have been

B

Ii

If .h should place a thirty—foot plankon thegiotuid,

jf ust of us could walk across it without any difficulty.

F

is the cfermce?

if we should place that same plank high up ;in the air —

many of Us would have great difficulty wlking across it.

So

)1J — /
ui! OF/fThD WITH WHICH WE APPROCE IT

in o space— we think def1

IF

roes it — and we do.

shall go this workinc

approach it i th.t attitude.
F

OUR ECOND—CHOICE SITUATION IN THE sir1’ THAT

R SERVICE, — THROW THIS SOJOW S L CAN BE

i;ar -— L1
reIati1p ehave ber talking abOut.



Iv.

If we are helped to achieve a working re1ationshi with a, second—choice situation
by looking at it from SOME OTHER PERSON’ S POINT OF VIEW —

we might well go one step farther, and look at it from GOD’S POINLQ VIEW.
This means applying our religion to our second choice situations.

And certainly, there are many situations in life —which demand a religious attituae.

Probably in all the Bible there is no one statement more difficult to understand — or at
least to believe, than that which is found in the letter to the Romans: ‘We know that

aU,hings work gether for good. . ... .
.

If the statement stopped there, most of us would not know what to make of it
But there is more, which gives point: We know that all things work together for good to

———t}-”em that love God, to them that are callec
the. cthor if it meit .———— to His Purpose.”

3LJflaUP4)Li

___

IJfl!UL,bUIJflIRJG: Whatever else this statement may mean — IT THROWS OUT THIS IMPORTANT
SUGGESTION:

namely, that IT ISN’T ENOUGH TO LOOK AT A SITUATION FROM OUR OWN POINT OF YIn
but if we are going to understand it — we must look at it from God’s point of view.

If we stopped with saying, “all things work bgether for good”. — we should have a
statement that obviously is not true ——— vi.

But when we add: “We know that all thingsork together for
good..” %,-- , ‘/4

we are challenged to believe that SOMEHOW IN THIS VAST SCHE1 CF THINGS WE CALL (
THE UNIVERSE — THERE ARE GREAT ALD D]VYE PURPOSE8/,,’ -.4NG WORKED OUT

Purposes beyond the complete comprehension of man —
And that if we could only look at life from the point of view of these

Divine purposes should say: “We, know that 44 all thin work
together for good !-‘ , .

Now religion asks us to venture our lives on some such faith

It asks us TO GET OUTSIDE OURSELVES AND LOOK AT LIFE FROM GOD’S POINT OF VIEW —
And doing that —— to see new rneaning in even the second, and third, and fourth
choices of life.



Life takes on meaning when we have the sense of belonging to something greater thanse1f

To belong to a gp, an ogsnization aaditI altate, a nation
this points a fotuidation tuider life.

And so long as we have the sense of doing things FOR this something greater than
self — we don’t mind doing or&il iitw‘ 14 1n-tdo•

_

-

Now religion goes beyond all 4 ga h!s —

and says ——— “Then all these other thIngs are gone — YOU WILL STILL BELONG TO GOD.”

And it is only as a person comes to a living realization laat HE BELONGS TO GOD
and that he has the prigile:,e of allying himself with Divine purposes —

that he discovers the real meanin; of religion.

* **** * ******* ***** ********* *** *

What does all this have to do with our NORCED

second choice situations?
II Just this: If in the long run we are to come to we thng:

a working relationship with bhm ——

We shall need a religious faith, a religious /
phi iso phy which HELPS US TO LOOK AT OUR SITUATIONS, NOT

ONLY FROM OUR OWN, BUT FROM GOD’ S PDINT OF VIEW. //

But And so, inspired by the thought that vie are deai we BELONG TO
A GOD WllO allied with Divine Purposes, we can say with Paul

An “We know that all things work together for

ood to them that love God -— to them that are called to we take toward

His Purpose.” I

Do
- ? f /

Has our religion taken hold sufficiently that we can )4k u’on our enforced second
choices, and stillsáy Paul:

IF

together -fcr good2”-

CONCLUSION

This morning I have suggested four things involved in oming to a working relationship
with ourbsecond choices:

1. The realization that almost everyone around us is doing a part of his living in
terms of second choices. It is a common problem we all face.

2. The realization aat just as important as the sitoe we find ourselves in, /
is the ATTITUDE WIIICH WE TAKE TOWARD THEM.

. The realization that no matter whasituationwe find ourselves in, there is
some important service in it —— waiting to be rendered;

4. THE CONVICTION THAT THESE LIVES OF OURS ARE SET IN A $CHE4E OF P’RPOSES BEYOND

OUR
COMPREHSION a d therefore we ought to look at life, not nly from our ovn, but

froirgod’s point of view.

—._

i’O One of us is going to realize fully
.\

thea: nd to thA fiq+. fhci r1, +li


