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PT RODUCT ION
Within the ast few weekssever1 neople

have askedpjrnost the identical question:
a thoughtful question ——— -

OArentt you ging to find it very
difficult to preach a Christmas sermon
this year—.

* ** *** ** ** ‘4*** * **

J2
Wèassociate Christmas with the beautiful
stories of the N.T. —

th aneI —— Peace on earth,
goodwill toward men.....

a messge of love - and kindne — hope

nd just now it is very dif’icult to
\ee how all that fits into the KIND OF WORLD

“JHICH WE FIND OURSELVE_____
I L’ t/ ij

We hsve come into this beautiful church
this morning

insniring
with the music

andpllkng ritual

_-->--• hope —love——/ ____•_‘;—%. ,
( t seems like a1 World ofiso

While outside there is another world

of confilot —- and — and hatred
and suffering...

And the question must come to every
thoughtful person— CAN V EVE ET THESE.



As Christians we belleve that itis

And Christmas is a time when we

L4L
C

************************ *******

, And so this is really a wonderful
year for Christmas

In theilfetime of everyone of us
there has never been a better
time to observe C hrirtras

——..for now it is that we affirm our
faith

tHat the world of refl,gion
with its optimism, and hope ———P’//

• :,
• is not off by itself— BTR

TOUCHES and TRANSOR. the
workaday- world ——in vzhichthere are so
riany dishearteiiig things.

*

LET USTHINjCF CHRISTMAS AS A TIME
WE ——— gcHRIsTws

reaffirm our faith in the
and thevitalit2 of the

essential teachings of the Christian religi



—.

In thinking of our service this morning
my mind went back to a little pararpah
which appeared in the Readers Digest
several years so. C
It told of an astronomer whose life was
saddened and darkened bp the loss of his wi

On the iarker in the cemeterr, he had
these beaxtifu1 rds inscribed:

11We have loved the stars too much
to be afraid of the night.......’

(a) It seems to me that similar words
might be used by the han;

, (b) In the han’s sky are certain
stars — associated with hi relicrion;

(c) —— And we as I ians, believe in those
stare too much —— to ‘.ze fracd
the rngnt.

(hritmeis a time when we
faith in those stars. )



1).
During the rench Revoltxtion one of

the revolutionary leaders said to a peasant

“i will have all of your church
( ..steepies puned do — that you may no

loni’ have anything to remind you of
your religion ——— -

- Yes, you may pull down
To which the peasant replied ——-—But

you cannot help leaving us the stars.....”

**************** ** **** * ******

Just now-we are living in a time
when bombs are fal%g ——:

the wo rk-.of ruthless esuctiogoing

.-JLf f: .

But in the Chri-etian’s s
there are certai stars

star._Qf religious conviction

zothin- can dest
___________

We cblebräte that fact ——--—

LJL 1 .t Oiu!ij±jj &VLe.

-

This morning I a going to suggest
three stars i the Chrit1an1 sk

The darker the night — the more
brightly they...shine

And Christmas is a time when we
reaffirm our faith in them.



I. IDEALISM 4, (

The first is the StaT o idea1is.

AB Ohristjane we believe
and their transformingpower

in our world. jD I1—
We reaffirm that faith — at Christrnastjne.

It’s a sad world for those people who are

not iealists

For they believe that life c$n never be

in-any sIgnificant way —

either indIvdually — or in

our group life.
P

The idealist is a person who believes

possibilities for grot — achievement

for something better.

intelligent idealist is quite_awa

of the trgedies and shgns of

individuals_and gr

but he says: “It need not al

AS GOD LIVES —r



There always harej , and, always viill
be those perscns

-- who scoff at idealism

And sometie these oersons ae the ones
as re’lst

There always he ye, been, and sl’’a,r will

he srsona

who -disbe1ieve in reossihiUties

They,o-=re sometimes regarded

as the realists they stick to
4.tr hard facte.

*********

When news of the invertion of telephone

given to a learned_irfeor of the
University ofEdiburgh, he said:

it is all humbmg, for such a
discovery 16 phrsically impossible.....”

-

rvr oI r(#

- -. -

‘ er{ r s odw A3!I



CAgain, wheEd1so&s phonograph was
first shown to Paris Acade_of Sciences

a nurber of the scientists said it
was iiposaib1e to reoroduce the4
human voice in that fashion ——

and accused the exihitor
ofs havinp a ventrth1oruiet
hidden snriiewher’.

•‘

•
And so.in other areas there are those
who sirply can’t believe in REAL
POSSIPILITIES

Lifer dead 1ve1 er

‘b Yet,’-ee we take the long—range Cview of history -

we learn that THE GREAT OT’.
!!Q( OF THE WORLD IS DONE PY PEOPLE
HO DO believe in possibilities;

who not only see what is -— BUT
HAVE IDEALS OF YHJ\T GHT BE.

Ideal9 actually bthinca in this world—...

THE

C

and in the lonq riz —— IT IS
IDEALISTS who are the realists.



Freedom of scientifioreserach
was once just an ideal;

Religious llbert was once just
an ideal......

lit t’e1a --

was once iust an ideal.

And to some ther were rather
pre,osterous ideals —

no oossiility of achieve,t

Pi. there wer tLo3e who sts:ed with
theimy-— and now we ha them.

(Pg;.,..)

Infleceinber 1941 the song:

Peace on earth — goodwill toward

sounds like an iiposeible ideale

Put 1 Su5ect that hundreds of years
from now ——

p@orle will look back on this era

and nar tr1btrte — NO TO

but to thozwomn_L
‘ who inh mids o these ttrou’ bus da

4L
Public educaionwas or .ust an ideal



C

And as Christi n people we shall
render a e’rvce —

toourownday——
and days ei-iead

Y MAnTINIrn
IPEALISM .

et--L

_— We have not only the4 present bo
/hii* about

WE HAVE A POST...WARWORLD to
think about......

And in the building of that
post—war world — we are going to
need all the Christian IDEALISM WE
CAN FIND.

***************************
‘Ccr

And n these days the Christian
Church ut be the custodian of that
‘Christian idealism.

___



I heard the hel1.on Chritmaa day
Theii old failiarplay,

And wild and sweet the words repeat,
- o O peabe -on earth,goodwill. to meni

But in despair,. I bowed

There is no peace on earth, I said —

For hate is strong,and mocks the hong —

Of peace on earth, good will-to men.
-, *************

Then., pealed ‘bhe bells :rnore loud and deer
rd’

God is—not-dead, nor dot he sleeps

The wrong shall fail — the right
prevail..

flhe -.

‘iith peace on earth — goodwill
to men.

As Christians —

too much
we believe in the star osm

tobe utterly diama3red by the
nisht.

eLThTr

eaiocs ds:w n’’

aq. 51a



There is a second star in the Xian’ss1y

we celebrate at Chriatmastime —

the star or THE LIFE OFJEUS.

which shines like a light.
---—-——-————--——-_--—

One of the amazing inrçs about life
is the way we are inflnced

other oeople.....

thr buch.
of life tnon life b’

It is re thai e ae all inf1irced
arfleal

yr But it _- true, that we are
even more influenced

b 1ivienle who embod t1ose
ideas nd ideals,

rr ,

Some of the stt’onest influences in
fand mine —

have been who have
ep1ified and embodied high ideals.

That ‘s what a orone had in
/ mind when he said that i GRATT
ç GIFT TO TJ WORLD IS T )

GOOD i
FI! SIFT OF A 7

*--



When you and I have the privilege of

meet inc some stronc an tri3

personality
it does something for us nothii2

else can do.

We look at some g’et murrtan-.Deak —

itsenhandeur
inspires us;

But -when we look-upon some PERSON

who, stands_etraigastrpg

____

in the midst of advt -—

a V we are insiired even more.
1:

Quite a number of yrs. ago — a college

stu cm hat to him was a

serious rob1ern —

f___ .

Decided to go and talk it over with
Philipps Brooks ——— phrased it carefi.

Spent g3orius hour with this great
lity

On way home •ccurred to him he had
completey forgotten to ak the question
**********

— Yra.làter a teacher in that col.ere
lookin back said: “i see now that
it really did&t-maice any differen
if I sked the question r not —

TIAT I 1EFDED YAS T iTAGION OF
A TRIUMPHANT PE$ONALITY.

—— And who is there of us —

oean’t need the CONP!i]ION OF A
TRIUMPHANT PERS(ALITY?

the impact of some Persona7it
9pnourLife whob brings a note of



• Such.a”1ife stands ou like a star
in OUT’ &i -

And there are a good- nnrt- of us here
thismorning-—- C

who are profouncfly reteftl
for certain Person8 we have met

• along th way

like stars in our 11,ves

• who have tnuôhed us with
the cntaion of a triumphant

personal ty.

f there isôn life which stands
oixt- above* all other lives —

-

- in its • breadth of reach

ntheipactthamade C
SAND THAT IS TH IJTFE OF

JESUS OF NAZARETH —. whose birth e
celebrate theee days......

** **** ** *****,**** * * * * *** **

Jesus aparehtly made a tremendous
impression uon those most’ c1oser
associated with him

And now acroe the cent’iries — his life

•- •.J



•
‘ In the calm oonl’idenoe wit)’ which

he lived

there is a note of victo —

C whici.

* * * **

Pause.....)

Now, just as we arenir by
a triumphant personalitr _—‘

so we oe at last — T PLACE
OUR TRUST — in such personalities.

Recently two 5us1nessren were
talking aboi.zt a third —— one id:

“I believe in that

A wonderful tribztë
to be believed in.....

*** ********* ** * *****

——.-...The world croes forward by
virtue of those -oeople IVI
CAN TRUST,

• .)oO



Iow, when we TCVe into the area of
t ,ilos’ç

the_re%ign we profess......

LL! .this is so. important..... C
w,

for now we are dea1inc’ in
questions —ViEICH

WE CANNOT UESTAND IN GULL

iust take s ome attitude. - - -‘

**

And here again, the life o’ Jesus
etsnds out like a star......

Form his personal experience
H -TOOK CEAIN ATTITUD TOWARD LIFE

friendliness —. C
• helpfullness —————

unyielding trust in God..

—---&--“

4 —-——— and as we feel the im!iat of his
life upon ours —————

we place ow trust in_him -I
and inthose attiti4f r which he stood.

I



r In this tinie, there are many things’
we[ are coabout

In that situation —. HOW WOIDEPFUL IT
IS TO HAVE

which insirea confidence in us;

—,4, which shines out like a star
. f%

on a dark night
—_—-.

SPEAKING TO L OF

} !_ c.nd HOPE —end_GOODWILL. )
(Pause...)

There is an old legend that Christ onece
and travelling thro’ land —stopped at

A number of yrs ago —toursi
Do you believe that when Christ, etc.

There is something about the life of
Jesus

which speaks to peQple
in all times — in all places

in a language they àan under

******** **** * * *

It speaks of 1fltr In our personal l
oodwil in dealinfrs wit’

trust in God...

In This Christ masseasàn-.-... I
we take time to express gratitude

t FOR THE STAR OF THE LIFE OF JESUS.
Ii t .-—

—As Xians, we believe in this
star too much ——— to he utter1r

\dismved by the nighb...



III.

- inhritin’

By far the mcs’F innDor1ant —

STAR OF OWS RESENOE IN OUR WORLD.
-

P

“ritei Tt once described a period of
b*2;aermel an disillusionmert he passed

“And then I remebered that I had. lived
only when Y b elleved Th God.”

* ** ******* ******************
,,

More than one person has made that discover
WE LIVE only as we believe in God.

that the ultimte reality of our univer-e
not te.n —or any combination of men

BTY1 GOD.

********************E(* -,

Scierrtist Jvc1ey letter to friend:
The longer I live the more obvious

it is to me that the most sacred act of
a n’ s lif’e is t say: ‘I ...

• V...-.

___

We might. go furthor and say:
-The most sacred act of a rn1 life

is to say —— I LIEVE ii +OD. V

4
flj :--• - •



But at Ohristm s—time —

we not only affirn faith in a God

We celebrate a particular ccetion
(N

‘/and that brings us to the heart

I once had

“Whenyoü go into the pulpit, rerinber

that underneath all of their other

interests 8nd questions they are asking
DO YOU HAVE ANY NE7S ABOUT GOlD.?

We are ail looking for newe aho& God
the character of God

JTD THE WHOLE POINT OF THE UAN
T.JGTON i to bring go news

pews c oncoming the
charaoter of God.

thrisis —— we celebrate that,
le’jW

• ciT

a teacher in theological seir
who mada commerxt one day
in class Ive never forpotter

Ji



It is gôd newr that
GOD IS A GOD OF ALL N WWHE.

iod the J e’en9e — god of Chine

fl Russians — god of the Germs

GOd of the British
the French the Americans

F We are ail ehildren of God
—

Arid not ‘e becçin to
think of God in such universal ter ——

will we get the real point of Christs.

Again, it od news that God is aC
Godf

He plays no favorites;

Laws which P.pl3rto one —apply to all

The a:e of sin is death

Bzt the inf1tence of right
living ——— lives forever.

C9Th1 god of Xns is a God of ini

(



Agan, itis good news that GOD IS A
GOD of purooe and Work -___

Life is t -2 lst
Runnin throh this vascheme of

e a creative ha. ———

which works not only in the r,terial
realm -— btzt in the human heart.

fyrr eaL + 9

It’Iè’good news that GOD IS AVAILABLE
O ALL WHO S]K Hfl

a refuge — a streicth — a help.

All th& * mae-----

_____

- - —-———-

- BTR THERE trTILJ. THI. —--‘-.-‘

x ______4__L

there isat eess
r”cter of

whic binth’ w, the wou’r of 15.fe
—

and ue.kee L “hole
— e!

L[%

/



One of the great thinc a’out the !ian
t’n is that it has appealed to

— te life of Christ ——

as in a ome way regz1e
character o: %od.

The attfhor of the otto the
I-ebrews —

written about 95 A.]).
beins hi tr-tie 1r syin:

God, who in ancient days spoke to our

fore—f&ters by various nethpds.... has

at theenc1 of these days sokent us
through a Song

+

The record of the life of Jesi. is
frgmarv - oft en inconestent (.

- and uncertain;

ire can he no dnu as to what
elements in the record have evoked
a TeDOnse ‘from all thatis beet
in human nature:

The Iiother — ihe child — the Hanger

The lowly roan homeless — self—foret

His message of pe — 1 — s:ipat
****

the suffering the tender words as
life ebbed —— the final desp’r

and yet — THE WHOLE WITH
THE AUTHORITY OF SUPRE VICTORY.

/



Can there be any doubt but that
the °OWFB O’ OHISTIANITY

lies in its coivict ion

that the Divine Life — 3hines out
*

- of such a life

IAJ
-

God. is the god of all

God is a 4geous *od;
e

God i a work5nr God;

God is a God avai1abiotofl;•

•i
C I ut God .s a 9ea1inr rod

whose will it is THAT WOUI’DD 4
TflMAN pTTT — and WOUND!D NATIONS

should1,e made whole again.

I

Such — is the god of Chrictmas.

The earth is groin



ure

-

The earth has grovm old with its burden of
But at Christmas it always i young...

The heart of the •je. burns lustrous ar fair

And its soul full of uusic breaks forth
1 —

on he air....
‘Then the song of the a’ngeis is -sung.

***** **********

It is coming old earth, it is comin tonipht

On the snowflakes ‘that cover the sod;
- white—.-.

The feet of the Christ—child fall gentle and

with deUh—
And the vooc of te Christ—child tells out

-- That

On the sad and the lonely, the wretched and poi

That voice of the -Christ—child shall fall;

And to every b llzd wanderer opens the door

Of a hope that he dared not to dream of befor

with a sunshine of welcorne for all.



field——s-
The feet of the humblest may walk in the ;
Where the feet of the holiest have trod;

N This, this is the marvel to mortals revealed
pealed....

Then the silvery trumpest of Xmas have

THAT MANKIND ARE CHILDREN OF GOD.

CLOSE

It is tr that in many ware
the nitht is da’k;

But in the Chri3tian’s sI there are
at least three stars:

the star of an undefeated idealism;
° the radiant life of Christ

IT II li God’s heallrg presence in
our world;

And as Christians,
we believe in those stars, too much

TO BE AFRAID OF THE NIG.


