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| & INTRODUCT ION
Within thi@EESt few weeks several people
have agked '~ almost the identical question:
‘& thoughtful question ——w
"Aren't you ging to find it very
difficult to preach a Christmas sermon

this year———— .
**********************

,.4’ it

\-(/‘?;!7’:.}:."-1" '//'4’/
“We mesociate Christmas with the beautiful

gstoiies of the NeTe —— LherSeng -
tﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁiﬂ-sﬁfbhe angels —- "Peace on earth,

goodwill toward meNeeeoo”

e message of love - and kindness - hope

(==——=—= and just now it is very diffioult to
ee how all that fits into the KIND OF WORLD
N _WHICH WE FIND OURSEL S

We have come inte this beautiful church
this morning =——e-

inspiring
with the mugic ===

end the upliftimg ritual ———-

i AR A R BE £

***************************
While outside there is another world ——e

of conflict —- and greed - and hatred
~ and sufferinge.. (
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And the question must come %o every
thoughtful person, —- CAN VYE EVER, 'GET THESE —



As Christians we believe thet it ig ===

And Christues is & time, when we
joyfully celebrate that Poith —me—e
*************2ttjjr**********************t

+

# And so this is really a wonderful
year for Chiristmes

In thelifetime of everyone of us
there has never been a better
time to observe C hristmgs ——=—-

t &0 00

~==for now it is that we affirm our
faith ~=e= e - : {

tnaﬁ the world of re11 10N m—ee
Wlth its optlmlsm anﬁ hope s fa;/

SR
WL~y

) AR Diinioh’ ORL byr it selfa FUT
TOUCHES and TﬁANSFORMB __the werid
workaday World ———=in which,there are so

meny digheartening thingse

3% ook 5k ok ok ok ok 3k ok 3k ok ok ok o o 3k sk sk ok sk ok ok 3k 3k ke 3k ok ok %k
: S :

LET US,THINK OF CHRISTMAS AS A TIME
WE - QiGHRISTIANB:

reaffirm our faith in the

el .
@x and the vitelity of the

esgential teachings of the Christian religiq
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In thinking of our service this morning
my wind went back to a little parasrpeh
which appeared in the Readers Digest
several years ajo.

“It to0ld of anmgafronomer —- whose life was
gseddened and darkened by the loss of his wi:

On the marker in the cemstery, he had
these. beautiful wrdg inscribed:

"We have loved the stars too much
to be afraid of the nlgh‘t...-...

o W |

(a) It seems to me thet similar words
might be used by the Xian;

T

<
~ (b)) In the Xian's sky are certain gh
starg —— associated with his rellgion,

(¢) -~ And we as X ians, believe in those
B stars too much -- to he afraod
- the nighto.

ke ok o 3k 3k o 3k ok 3k vk ok ok s

\

Christmes is a time when we afflrmﬁ_*ﬁﬁf'\v
feith in those starse.




D
During the ®renchiRevolution one of
the revolutionary leaders said to a peasant

"I will have all of your church
( __8teeples ;pulled down - that you maey no

longer have anythlng to remind you of

your religion QN
' Yes, you may pull downv
To.which the peasant replied ———-"But’
you cannot help leaving us the starSceees®

ok ok ok o oo ok ok ok oK o ok ko o e ok kg sk ok o o sk Kok 3 oK

Just now we are living in a time
when- bombs are falling === :

the work .of ruthless destruction going ¢

- I
T I b N AT aky s

( there are certaih stars

stars of religious conviction

) i . . "-.7 : . ‘. 3 % 2 _’.'-"\
**ii%?&***********#***:&:***m*t#“*
This morm.ng I am going to suggest

three stars in the Christlah's‘sky

The darker the night — the more
brightly they shins

And Christmas is a time when we
reaffirm our faith in them.
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T. IDEALISM

fk' . G i
//r The first is the star og idealism. ,
SR Tl -
‘As Christisns we believe in idealstﬁ—;\)

and their transforming power

in our world. (ot 0+Am?] =
We reaffirm that “faith - at Christmestime.
e ia i '

-----

It's a sad world for those people who are
not iflealigts —=w==

For they believe that life cfn never be
changed ineny significant way -———

either individually - or in
our group lif

Lee e y
TRt eaves RHle W

Be- D oThe bod £
The idealist is a person who believes

T poBBL

T — 'possibilities for ‘growth - achievement
for something better.

s o

***************#*f*********************

C/ An intelligemt ideslisy is quite avware
' of the tragedies and qhortcomings of
indiv;duals and groups :

weys _be 80 ———=

but he says: "It need noglaiﬁ :
FYHIc 15 A WORLD OF

AS GOB LIVES —— THIZ




ﬂpi;/ ‘There always have been; end always will

be those persons
who scoff at ideglism —we=

( = And sometimes these ‘persons are the ones
' ¢reditied ‘as realists;

****;l**#**#**************************

There always have been, end always will
be persons ==

Who -disbelieve in resl ‘possihilitiese
P : 9

Théy;%oé}—&re aometimes regarded
as the realists —-- they stick to
v+ecr hard factse ;

ok ok dodokok K - % ; .

When news of the invention of telephone

( given'to a ‘learned profesggor of the |
' University of-Ediburgh, he said:

"It is allihumbug; for such a

discovery is physically imposaiblecsces”

o v, b BB’ sostishy




Again, when Edison's phonograph was
first shown to Paris Academy of Sciences
~-.g- number 'of the scientists said it

was impossible to reproduce the
human voice in that fashion ==

and accused the exibitor

of having a ventriloquish

hidden somewher=e.:

: They were realists.
T ok ok ook ok o s ok ok o ok ook ook s sk ok ook ok s ok

v0o i And g0 'in otler areas =— there are those
who simply cen't believe in REAL
POSSIBILITIES: -—--;

C:::;__fe runs o oﬁra dead lgvel ﬂr them....n

9k 3 e 3 o o e 3 3k ok e ke sk o ok sk ok ok S s b ok 3 ok o e ok o o o ok sk ok sk oK sk ok

pe

“== ' - Yet;-as We teke the long-range
view of history —e—

we learn that THE GREAT CREATIVE
WORK OF ‘THE WORLD IS DONE BY PEOPLE
WHO DO believe in possibilities;

S :
who not only see what is -- BT
HAVE IDEALS OF WHAT HIGHT BE.

A Awie,
:;;;, Ideals actually do things in this wor 1d--

and in the long run —- IT IS THE
IDEALISTS who are the realists,
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t~f . Abltaade . : Sroriga T
Public - education,#as %&jﬁa{g an ideal

Freedom of scientific. reserach
was once just an ideal;

e a2 AL

Religious liberty z-—.was once just
en idealecscse

Equalltv before the law ——
__wWas; once just an ideals

And to some 'bhey were rather
preposterous ideals -

jle) possihility' ‘of ‘achieve,t
*****#************* :

s But there werd.tlose who stayed with
7 themv—- and now_we, have them.

J T30

(Pause....)

In December 1941 the song:

Peace on earth —- goodwill toward
- METleosoeoss

sounds like an impossible ideals
************************##

But I ‘suspect. fr.hai‘. hmdreds of years
from NOW —wme=m=

people will look back on this erg

and pay tribute - NOT TO THSEE
WW Thecu i

n woﬁen ————
o: these t'hrou lous day




L*****#*ﬁ*#*********f*tﬂ

v reFee

And as Christign people ——= we shall
 rendsr a-;g"zervice —

%o our own day == _
and days shead —

“BY MAINTINING AN I"ELLIGENT
IDEALISM . | Thé s B ol
R

: _—?- We heve not only the Ereae 50
hink about ——= J

WE HAVE A POST-WAR WORLD to
think abouteesese
And in the building of that
post-war world ——= we are going to
need all the Christian IDEALISM WE
CAN FIND. ™ =~
AROKR Kok ook ook K ok ok ok ook ok ook o o o e ok ok ok

-%r - And in these days ——= the Christian
Church must be the cus’aodian of thet
Christian ‘ideal isme

o 2 s e

<)L.OB. 4 ..



I heard the bells on Christmes day
“Their' old Pemiliar garods: play,:

And wild and sweet the words repeat,
~— 2 0f peace on earth,goodwill. to men !

SN —

W
+  But in despair, I bhowed my head —

« ' There 1s no pesce on earth, I said -

_ For hate is strong,and mocks the q;%ng -

[ -

' '0f pesce on earth, good will toc mene
Ereae ***i****t****

Then, “pealed 'the-bellsomore. loud and deey
God is-net-dead, nor doth hQJsleep;

‘The wrong shall fail - the.right
prevailee

Nith peace on earth - goodw1ll
to mene
4

€ ‘.“ >
sk O e e e

A8 Christiens —

to be uﬁterly dlsmayed - by the
A nigh‘l‘- .
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There is & second star in the Xian's sky

we celebrete st Christmastime —-

= i the star or THE -LIFE OF JESUS.

¢ which sshines like & light.

ode adeadomd
TR

@ One of the amazing things about life —=—
* "'i8 the way we are influenced by
other geogle....-

the ‘play of personality upon personality
the buche
‘of 1life upon life

sk ok ok sk ke si s ol s o o ok ok ol s ko ok e ok e e o o e ok sk ke ok sk ke o o ok o ke e o sk ok ok |

It is M‘t%ys th ai:e all influenced
ea )

.aeais; 3‘

-7 Buk ,ﬂ- it adae true, tha‘b we are
even more 1ngluenced ‘

, bp living people who ‘embody tlose
: ’ide_gs end idealss

******#***********************************

@ «#Scte of the stt'ong'ééﬁ‘influences in
your 1ife and mine —-=

have been" peegla “who have
exemplified and embodied high idealse

—— e

That's what someone had in T
mind when he said that gopig GREATEST

GIFT TO THE WORLD
GOOD_PERSON, e L ORRe 2
~s ﬁ“ s ——— e

o T



When you end I have the privilege of
meeting some-strong ant triumphant
pergonglity =— -
it does.something for us nothing
( else can doe

-

We look at -some great mountain-peak =———
it's strength and grandeur
' inspires us;

~But when we look -upon some PERSON
who stands straight end strong
in the midst of adversity —=—-—
we are inspired even mores

+

. 5 b e

Quite a2 mumber of yré. ago = a college

studert facing what to him was &
gerious problem ==

(7 Decided to go-and talk it over with
Philipps Brooks —-- phrased it carefi

Spent glorius hour with this great
‘persona lity ——-
On way home eccurred to him he had

completey forgotten to ak the question
*#******f*

Yrse later a teacher in that college
looking back ssid: "I see now that
it Treally didn't make-any differen
. if I aked the question or not -
WiAT I NEEDED WAS TiE (O NTAGION OF
A TRIUMPHANT PERSONALITY.
oy : .

.. And who is there of us —- wWho
;oesn't need the CONTAGION OF A
TRIUMPHANT PERSONALITY?

the impact of some personality
};E%:hour life —= whiczh.b}-inga a note of

- and Wona - Fruah



“in our s -ah":

e o

Suchﬂgslifé ﬁﬁgnég_out like a star

And there are a good many of us here
this morning —wsm— -

whod are profoundlx greteful
- for certain Persons, .we have met

~ - along the way -

like gters in our lives

who have touched us with

the contagion of a triumphent
personalitye

FkkRRA A AR A AU H A AARAERRAAK AR AN

_ Now there is one life which stends
ouk, above all other llves s
in rta breadth of reach ——

in the i@pact it hesmade

AND THAT IS THE LIFE OF
JESUS. OF NAZARETH ~—w whose birth e
celebrate these deyBecesse

o R e oo oo o K o oo o o

Jesus apparebtly made a tremendous
impression upon those . most’ closely
agsociated with him —=-

And now scross the centuries —- his life
3 ﬂuAreaslng 1tse1f”u-oﬂ_ sople



In the calm confidence ﬁ with which
he llved ee—ane

LI

e “there is a note of victory -~
g which inspires use

: % P 3 £ *****#******
e 7 ”Pause.....)

Now, just as we are --'
a 'briumphan‘b personality ——

80 we ome at last —= T8 PLACE
OUR: TRUST - in such personalities.

3 ok o ok sk ok ok ok sk koK

Recently two businessmen were
talking about @ third =—-- one said:
"I believe :in that MeNeesee"

A wonderful tribite ——-
______ - ﬁo‘be believed iNeesee

~=The world goes forward by
virtue of those people IN. WHOI\L WE
CAN TRUST ¢ —vurroceme

i sk ok o e s o s ol ook sk ok sk ok sk ok e ok ofe s ok s ok o ke



Now, when We move into the area of
the philosoprhy by whith we li¥e.eese
~the religion We profesa....u

'b;his is E g.mg an‘h..&u Mécfm/

for now we are dealing in

++scultimete questions ——WHICH
WE _CANNOI’ UBEERSTAND IN EULL B

= (VLI m but 'bowe.rd Whlcu\\
must take some a‘ht:.‘bude.
. **ﬁ***** fwm*_f***********
And here again, the 1lif'e of Jesus
gtands out ].ike a S'ﬁaroooooa

For—in his personal experience
* # TOOK CERTAIN ATTITUDES TOWARD LIFE ———

friendliness =

22902 v _helzgfull’ness

wmyielding trust in Godse,

= p g

=2 ‘-‘N\‘
and a8 we feel the’ 1mpac'b of his |
life UpON QUI'S wemeweee :

we place our trust in him -\
\and iifbhose attitudon for which he stoéd.




T time, there’ are meny th:.ngs \

we,are confused about e

In th&ﬁ aituation — HOW WONDERFUL TF
Is TO HAVE A LIFE e~

\

which inspires conf:.dence in us; \

] which shines ouk like a ghar
% on 8 dark nighb
AN , ;

SPEAKING TO US OF
FAITH = ond HOPE —= end GOODWILL.

S FITT7
(Pause. e .)

There is an old legend that Christ onece

and travelling thro' land -stopped at

. A number of yrs ggo -toursi

o ¥

Do. you believe thet when Christ, etce
sk ko ok koo kokok

¥

There is something about the life of
Jesus —meme
whloh 1 speaks 1o people
“in all times - in all plaeces
g% aneal Ianguage they can under

ke ok kot o ok ook ok ok ok ok ok

It speeks of int egrity in our personal 1i
goodwill in dealings with
trugt in Godees

In this Christmas season ——e

we take time to express_gratitude
FOR THE STAR OF THE LIFE OF JESUS.

-=Ag Xlans, we believe in this
gstar too much —— to be utterly
dismayed by the nightees
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Still a’BE'sﬁar s in Ghriatian s sky

By far the most imporﬁant - :
STAR OF GOD'S-- PRESENCE IN OUR WORLD.

L sk sdon son ko IR

f%; Writer To olst x “once’ described e period of
“bewilderment an - disillusionment he passed

“And then I remebered that I hed lived
£ only when T b elieved T -Gode®

Aok ko ok ok kol R kKKK KK

EEN

More then one person has made that discover
WE LIVE only as we believe in God.

that the ultimete reality of our univer-e
§ not man -or any combination of men
BUT GODso

sk fokskokafokkok ol skok ok ok sk sk ok ok KN KK

& Scientist Huxley letter to friend:
: ®The longer I live the more obvious
it is to me that the most sacred act of
g man's Life.is to.say: 'I believeees'™®
it TR
'Hb mighh g0 further and say:
**% -—-Phe most sacred act of a man's life
is to say —- I BEL;gYE;IN GOD.

; M?‘)?;‘e‘*jf
/"L‘xﬂ é’m&i— £ zj o |
o é;fj
f““t é;iﬁhl f§%4ﬂ9 muumm#knﬂﬁ s

LR



But at Christmes-thime =
L0 weimot only affirm faith in & God

and “that brings us 'ho the hear‘l"
P Chritmase

teimd

******************** sesk ok sk sk ook sk ok ok o

.. I.once hed a teacher in theological semir
who made & comment one day
in class I've _never forgotten

“When you go “into 'bhe pulpl’o, .remember

that underneeth all of their other

interests and quegtions they are asking
DO YOU.HAVE ANY NEWS ABOUT GOF.?

( We are all looking for Bews . .about God
e it he oharacter of GOd meee .

\/L \D THE 'WHOLE POINT OF THE XIAN
LIGION == is to bring good news ———-
joyous news concerning the
___. Charscter of Gode

ok ok skode

L/&‘/ A% Chrlstmas e we celebrate 'hhat \
good news.e



It 1s gd?)‘d news  thet

A GOD (0) MEN EVERYWHERE.
SuA—

2L LE98 ded i he Jp - d-‘ ch;mese
“-Go e aanense g;o Shineg

e g

O

o i ~ Russians - god of the Germ
77 G6d of ‘the British - |
the French o _'l;_he Americans :

““We ‘are &ll ““childFen of God —mmwmm
ZIILILCAAG A6t ntil we begin to

think of God in such universal termg o=
will we get the real point of Christmes.

ok ok ok sk ok 3k ok she s ok ok sk ok ok ok sl ke dfeoke

_He plays no favorites;

j."l_oaws which éppiy'jto_'bn'e -apply to all;
The wages of Ts—i-n- i.s -Ei’é‘a."ﬁh ———
But the influence of right

living —=— lives forever.

.

Sty

The god of Xmas is a God of intgr%?;




"Again, it is good news that GOD IS A
GOD of Purpose and Work el
Llfe is 1ot .a.
--— Rumning through 'hhis scheme of
things' —

is a creative hand
which works not only in the material
realn but in the human hearte

eV

ke ok sk ok ok Ko ek s o ok ek o ok ko ok ok

It'18°good news that GOD IS AVAILABLE
TO ALL WHO SEEK HIM ———

€ aq

a refuge - a strength - a helps

9- there is a @enderness) in the
Charscter of God_ - TR

which binds up the wounds of life

and mkes Mwholea_%&




One of the-great things about the Zian
religion is that it has appealed to
the life of Christ == J/ )cé;f
as in some way
character of God.

ISR bty

*************#****#**

. The aubhor of the Epsiﬁlgnto_the

Hebrews ——e :
written aboul 95 AeDs, s
beginsg his treatise by saying:

God, who in ancient days spoke to our
fore-fathers by various wethodseess has
at the.end of_these days spokemn-to us
through = Son...-"

et ot g e

ok ket et 8 st

*i;***********é;*********

The ‘record of the life of Jesis is

fragmentary - often inconaistent (
and uncertaing

But there can be no doubt as to whet

_-elementa in the record have evoked

a responge from all that is. best
in humen neture:

The lMother - the ciild - the langer

‘The lowly men - homeless — self-forflet:

His messege of peace - love - sympatly
Kok

the suffering —— the tender words as
life ebbed === +%the final des?’*r .

———erem 81d yet === THE WHOLE WITH
THE AUTHORITY OF SUPREME VICTORY .



e

Can there be any doubt —== bubt that
*** the POWER OF CHRISTIANITY

lies in its conviction —wee

that the Divine Life — shines out

' of such a lifel =t
a ke I‘I 3 H{)
stesioof ok s o ok s sk ok e o ok sk ke sk sk ok ok skook sk ek e sk o ok ok *okdok
bt dudy ‘ <9 i‘ .
#

Vya)Go'd. is the god of all

. God is a righteous god;

s : God is a working God;

God is a God available to all;

whose will it is THAT WOUNDED
HUMAN SPIPITS —— and WOUNDED NATIONS

n Time ;
shoul’d;j"é"fﬁade whole ageins

sk 3k e sk s 3 3k ok 3ok sk ok ofe ke ok sk ok sl sk ke sk o ok ok ok ok

k‘ Such - is the god of Christmass

T e

The earth hes grown



care
The.earth has grown old with its burden of
But at Christmas it always i youngesee

The heart of. the_je&g-burns lustrous end fair

And its soul full of music breeks forth
""" . On the 8ireess
When the song of the engels is suNge

ok sk 3k ok ok 3k ok ok 5k ok sk ok e ok ok
It is coming old earth, it is coming tonight}
On the snowfiakes‘that'cdver the sod;

wWhitememe=
The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle end

""" s ' with delight= |
And the voice of the Christ-child tells out

ok sk sk ok ook o ok koK sk sk ok o
On the sad and the iqﬁ%ly,*the wretched and poi
That voice of the Christ-child shail falls
And to every b lind wanderer opens, the door
Of & hope that he dared not to dream of btefor:
e

With a sunshine of welcome for alls



T fielde—=
The feet of the humblest may walk in the
Where the feet of the holiest have trod;

This, this is the mervel to mortals revealed
Pe&led. see
When the silvery trumpest of Xmas have

THAT MANKIND ARE CHILDREN OF GODe.
ook sk koo ok kKR ok sk ok oK ok ok ok oo sk o ok ok

CLOSE

It is true that in many ways -
the night is dark:

But in the Christian's sky there are
at least three stars:

the star of an undefested idealismg
® ® 0 the radient life of Christ
" % " god's healing presence in ,
our world; ;

o ok ok ok ok 3 ok o ok 9 ok o sk ok o ok ok ok 3 ok ok Sk ok ok ok ok

And as Christians,
we believe in those stars, too much

TO BE AFRAID OF THE NIGHT.



