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1. In a hymn familiar to all of us —

the hymn—writer refers to the cross as

(Towring Oer the wrecks of time...

The centuries have indeed seen
many individuals — groups — nations

SEEMLY VESTED WITh TREMENDOUS POWER
rise — only to fall.....

While a cress of a humble Galileen
lives on and grows —

towering o’er the wrecks of time.

2. That cross has become the central symbol of our fait

And tonight on this Good Friday, we teke just a

few moments of our busy lives a-——

TO CONSIDER WHAT IT HAS TO SAY TO US a-—

—

( AND THEN TO PARIOIPATE IN AN AGE..OLD SERVICE,
THROUGH WHICH WE IDENTY OURSELVES WITH ThAT COMPANY OF MEN

WHO ACROSS THE YEARS — have



Tonight I should like to call attontion
to ;L-;t& —t1’.’

LL k ftJW .t.

It is of the heroic life and death of
Christ —... at the center of Christianity.

—.-—

(He not only stood for ideals. he was ready to die for
them......

He might conceivable have escaped — BUT HE SAW IT
THROTJGH.
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But on this Good Friday I wish we might ponder theI
,thoglzt -= THAT AS XIAN$ WE ARE FOLLOWERS OF ONE

{WHO WAS WILLING TO GIVE HIS VER! LIFE FOR SOME IDEALS...

.Tht, is ut*ijfl***

—----.. TO BE A XIAN MEANS TO STAND FOR SOMETHING

THERE OUGHT TO BE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR IDEAT.B — is we’re
Christian and if we’re not......

That ie the



II.

THE CROSS IS A REMINDER THAT

SUFFERING AND HARDSHIP ARE I}EVITA3LY A PART OF LIFH

Just j things should be as they are

nay not be easy to understand

BUT THE FACT IS - — THAT SUFFERING IS A PART OF LIFE
CROSSES ARE A PART OF LIFE..... -

Wholesome that acrOss at center —

not escape realistically..

— ---...--—-———-———

C

OUR PRAYER IS NOT THAT E SHOULD BE SPARED ALL OF T H

BUT THAT WE MIGHT HAVE. THE STREH AND THE WISDOM
To carrythea..—intheepiritof Chri*.



III.

3d meaning: A RINDER OF A TRUTH - WE NEED TO REDISCOVER
THE TRUTH OF REDE!APTIVE suffering, end refedemptive lore

7 Some of the beet things which have ëome into our lives
/havecome through 7

sacrifices suffering OF OTHER PER3ONS . /

Everyone of us stand in debt TO MJI1Y PEOPLE -

for blesss which have come hroa-their
cotre — their6egg.

The saviors of the world — are those who HAVE

$AVJD OTHERS ** while unable to save themselves.......

53d chapter if Isaiah?

Whe was woi.mded for our trenageesions, he was

bruised for our inquities the chastisement of our peace

( was upon him

and with his stripes, we are healed,

‘—To underetaj the meaning of thoe words is to -

vicarious suffering end redemptive love.
understand



Jhen it comes to the human realm — VALUES OF
THE INTANGIVLE SORT ZZ

it is amazing how little can be accciiplished
hr brute force --

It’s amaxing how much IS AGOOMPLISHD BY THE EXAMPLE
OF A GOOD LIFE

____

(ILe
_Z__ As Christ has lifted many b nol4ssr

heights

/ so many across the
$AVNG REDEEMING INFLUENCES OF LIFE
OF SELF....

years • .THE
THAT HAVE GIVEN
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Iv.
Fjnally

the cross is a reooguition of personal responeibility

fl “Whosoever will come after me — l him denyN

himaElf —— and take up his cross and follow me...

radition has aec Jrrous wora8 spoken from the
Cr068

TWO SEEM IN cONTRAD TION —

C y God, God why hast thou foreakne me..

father into thy hands I oomit my spirit..

BUT THEY REALLY CO TOGETHER:

out of the crosses of life —i.. THE RESOURCES

JohnMasegield: Religion the aenseof being companioned s’til



CONCLUSION jw •..

Tonit the COfliOD

— ——

Something so very human about thia rviee

it’s a 1uman wy —.. Os expresaing our ásire (

Hymn 144

And as we partake the elements .-.-OUR PRAYER IS THAT

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST MIGHT BECOME A PART OF US.
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