TOWERING O'ER THE WREOKS OF TIME

Good F’r'l:day
Communioen
Mexrch 30, .1?"5



INTROt

1, In a hymn familiar to all ef us ===
the hymn-writer refers te the cross as
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The centuries have indeed seen
meny individuals - groups -—— nations
SEEiziﬁazr VESTED WITH TREMENDOUS POWER
rige === only to falleeeseo

While a cross == of a humble Galilesn ===
lives on and grows wee
tewering e'er the wrecks of time.
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2. That cross has beceme the central symbol of our fait
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And tonight on this Good Fridey, we take just a
few moments of our busy lives ==
" TO CONSIDER WHAT IT HAS T0 SAY TO US —m-
Alilb THEN Tb i’AIIEICIPA‘i‘ﬁ IN AN | AéE—OLD SERVICE,
THROUGH WHICH WE IDENTY OURSELVES WITH THAT COMPANY OF MEN

AND WCMEN WHO ACROSS THE YEARS —= have been followers of
a crosse



Tonight I sheuld like to call attention

to four mesndmgw-vf: bl ot e hm
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It is a symbol: of the hereiec life snd death of
Christ — at the center of Christianity.

He net ealy stood fer 1deah === he was ready to die for
N them-o.,.o e m‘ﬁ$ﬁ

He might conceivable have escaped ——- BUT HE SAW IT
THROUGH«
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(emmwe——= But on this Goed Friday I wish we might pender\ha

)

'bhegh‘li =———e- THAT AS XIANS WE ARE FOLLOWERS OF ONE f

WHO WAS WILLING T0 GIVE HIS VERY LIFE FOR SOME IDEALS..,/
———That is ne*mtt*mggvn e
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..k/ - TO_BE A XIAN MEANS TO STAND FOR SOMETHING

THERE OUGHT TO BE A DIFFERENOE IN OUR IDEALS - ig we're
Christian and if we're Noteccsee
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II.

THE CROSS I8 A REMINDER THAT
SUFFERING AND HARDSHIP ARE IVEVITABLY A PART OF LIFE
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Just why things should be as they are ——

way not be easy to umderstand e, |

BUT THE FACT I8 —- THAT SUFFERING IS A PART OF LIFE
CROSSES ARE A PART OF LIFEsesee
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not escape —-- realisticellye.. \
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BUT THAT WE MIGHT HAVE THE STRENGH AND THE WISDOM
To carry them — in the spirit of Chrik.
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III.

5d meaning: A REMINDER OF A TRUTH - WE NEED TO REDISCOVER
THE TRUTH OF REDEMPTIVE nuffering, end refedemptive lowe
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Seme of the best things which have oome into our lives
haveceme through
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sacrifices e suffering OF OTHER PERSONS.
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Everycne of us utand/;n debt TO MANY PEOPLE wee

for blessings which have come th:gggfltheir
k_“9_:0;3;’:';%19 —- their Belf-givi)
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The saviers of the world ——e are those whe HAVE

SAVED OTHERS ** while unable %o save themselvesecesose

53d chapter if Isaiah?
"he was weunded for our tresnagessions, he was
bruised for our inquities =— the chastisement of our peace
was upon him ——

and with his stripes, we are healedg,
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==To understand the meaning of thoe werds is to

vicarious suffering and redemptive lovee
understand



en it comes to the humen realm == VALUES OF
PHE IM‘ANGIVI’.E“ SORT eeorenme

‘1% is emazing how little cen be aecopplished
br brute force e

'y o

sk gk ook

It's smaxing hew much IS ACOOMPLISHED BY THE EXAMPLE
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———m—e A8 Christ has lifted meny % noblesr

/ 8o many eacross the years..THE
SAY(ING REDEEMING INFLUENCES OF LIFE THAT HAVE GIVEN
OF SELFscoe \
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Finally eeee

the oross is a recognition of personal responsibility
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"Whosoever will come after me ——e let him deny

himself ——we snd toke up his CIro8s —we= gnd follow gg.iﬁ”
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Tradition has ascribed various words spoken frem the
cross

TWO SEEM IN CONTRAD TION wew
My God, my God why hast thou forsakne meees

Father into thy hands I commit my spirite..
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BUT THEY REALLY GO TOGETHER$

out of the crosses of 1ife =ww== THE RESOURCES
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JohnMagegield: Religion the senseof being companioned stil



CONCLUSION 40 4,,1“\
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Tonight the cemmunion servioe...:/ p WY

ya F:;;nething so very human about this 8
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/ it's a human Wy =— 08 expressing ocur dsire\

5. %o catch more-of the spirit of Christ in. our lives.
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And as we partake the elements —-=OUR PRAYER IS THAT
THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST MIGHT BECOME A PART OF US.



