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INTRODUCTION

Involved in every one of the tiajor religions of
the world ——

is the IDEA OF RELATING TO SOETIIi!G
MOPE ENDURING THAN

s-V In its root me.nng, religion means “to bit 1...”

It suggests the idea of being connected with
related_to

something greater than self....
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Buddhie, tL44’ O4je’7”V

t is enduring reality WAS THE W OF KARMA

—— a kind of pricniple o cause arrdff-ee-t,Moy-
at the heart of thi s...

********* **************** **********
1zz

In the rligi of Moh med — itnwas Allah
whose pr het M ammed was said to be....

***************** * *******************

In ancient Z oastriani — IT WAS AEUR .JAZDA
a princple çf 4t —

a’ter which Mazda lamps have been named..

***********************

AND s/IT

WHICH
ISULTIATEORPFINAJEALI.
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‘here are those who believe — and 1bJi1ith

THAT ThE SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE CO$ IS
BEING RELATED

COOPERATING WITH

‘There are o those —who believe ——- and lire by the faiti’

THAT A1’!Y REALUR IN THIS WORLD ——INNER SECURITY

must come by way of

____

ONE1S LIFE
ROOTED IN AN ABIDING BEALITY —— of a trustworthy

character.....

There are those who believe — and live by the faith
THAT OUR BRIEF LIVES — TAKE ON LASTING MEANING

“Ansofignifióancé o’ identification wth
lasting values....

A sense of security

these ae the FRUITS OF RELATING OLIFET

a
. —--————-

some worhtful and on—going,,reality.....

SOMETHING MORE DRING THAN

..8L



1’’ This, in essence, was the philosophy of the

person who wrote the immortal 90th Psalm......

although some poeopie do&t like it so well,

- BECAUSE OF ITS VERY FRANK REALISM....

•:

It begins with a moving statement of the iio

GOD — AS BEING THE ENDURING FACT OF THE UNIVERSE....

C It is one of the greatets of% the Psalms ——-.

There really are three parts to the Psalm:

;;

I

Lord, thou hast been oiu’ dwelling place in all genert

Before the mts. wete brought forth, /
Or ever thou hadat formed the earth and the world L.

Even from everlasting to everiasting,uar,)



Q9 The second part of the Psalm — has its theme —

THE RELATIVE BREVITY. OF HUMANLIFE....

UThOU turnest man to destruction, and sayest:
‘RETURN, YE CHILDREN OF MEN....

Again: --

The days of our years are three score years and t,

and if by reason of strength they be four—score years

yet is the4r strength labor and sorrow —

for it is soon cut off and

(rThave+,hosetwo d sàontrasted —

THE ENDURING REALITY OF GOD
HUMANLIFE...

The third part of the Psalm — in some respects the
greatest —— begins sith a prayer: H

“So teach us to number our days that we may apply ou,)
hearteunto wisdom........W

————————And then the Psalmist goes on to express

hie conviction as to HOW THIS REALTIVELY BRIEF HUMAN

LIFE —--— can be made most meaningful..........

C



By relating it to —— he says
THAT WHICH IS ENDURING IN THE NATURE OF THINGS. . .
-

By buildino in+’o oure cEractere — THE CHARACTER

1 D’

“Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon_us.....

Establish THOU the work of our hands....

-L tk’b there are few passages in

ancient literature which SAY SO MUCH IN SO FEW WORDS

c as this Psalm

RELATIVELY PRIEF

TO tHAT. WHICH IS MOST ENDURING

— I.

Yj’j

LIVES ————
-

/

1

W4j A



—-

WHAT 1OES THIS MEAN?

-ytt t3.L’ /-k tt4’— tL
4 4 4 • 1

For one thing IT MEANS TRYING TO flORPORATE INTO

OUR LIVES PRINCIPLES AND CHARACTER TRAITS ——

WhIch Wear Well.

When we look back over, life we might conceivably
ask — How much did he own?

But in the perspective of the years a more
fundamental question is:

What kind Of”a person was he?

LL*d4 %./ 1

thIi% J

Many a person of unusual possibility HAS MISSED
THE MARK Of SIGNINICANT LIVING —.....

because he has never identified his life
with anything in particular

And many an average person — HAS LIVED A TRULY
MEANINGFUL LIFE — —

by BECOMING AN ZN$TRUMENT o
-

principles and character—traits — WHICH ARE ACKNOWLEDG

TO BE OF ENDURING WORTH...



Many years ago Victor Hugo saidJothir 1
(werftl as an idea whose ie has come..... /

Only recently General McArthurp!essed a similar
convjction when he spoke fPthe irresi Ere

‘influence of aiö id1da... .. He went on to say

C ëZt be stopped.”

Among the more enduring realities of this world
are sound ideas

principles of integrity

Its the kind of world in which
- — - —

f the tumult and the shouting dies....

together with those PRINCIPLES Of

JUSTICE, AND MERCY, AND SERVIC AND UNDERSTANDING....

/

/

stand for these things.....

To incorporate these things into our daily living...

IS TO RELATE JR LIVES TO THE ENDURING...

/ fA 4 1t -‘



II.

Again, to relate our lives to the enduring

MEANS TO INVEST OURSELVES AND OUR ABILITIES

IN SOMETHING THAT LIVES ON — az JL

To start some influences for good that will not
stop with us.....

In one of the finest poems of our.1ge

George Eliot speaks ofcchoir

that company of people who are no longer

present — bodily ——

but who do live on in our world IN TERMS OF THE

INFUNCE THEY HAVE HELPED TO BUILD INTO THE LIVES

OF OTTERS:

C “Who live again — in minds made better by their presenc:

__J
There is In this wo14 IMMORTALITy OF IFNLUENCE

the significance of which

;

r

HOW 15A flIMORTALITY WON?

There is -‘ only one path ———

INVESTMET

causes, and purposes, and aervics

of significance....



/ There is something sel-.defeatin about the
utterly ingrown life L

There is the stamp of ENDURING MEANING

JIPON THAT LIFE

which brings something of dness
beay

goodness
into the world.....

************ ******* ********* .*
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And no one more suggestion:

r$AuJ.

III.
WE RELATE OUR LIVES TO THE ENDURING

INSOFAR AS WE KEEP AIABE OF and REVERENT TOWARD

whom we so inadequately comprehend

but upon whom we are--daily dependent..

and will endure long after we have passed
from the stgof history...

All about us,’ SEE THIS CREATIVE POIER

A

•1•
.

Ai.ON”OF US

HI -in &teixe
I -‘ t( .
16e I. c.

*A_% t-

THE ULTIMATE OURCE OF HUMAN LIFE -— IS IN

A CREATIVE POWER — MORE THAN M.AN

THIS CREATIVE POWER EXISTED BEFORE MAN EXISTED...$

MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD’S GHEATITESS.......

t1Rvks DF Lau.’ ‘

12I

.-l,,. 1

___

epLeeö r:t’ch more,
L

(k s-••

-I ( — -

_____



It is wholesome to catch this sense of vastness

TO KNOW THAT OUR LITTLE LIVES ARE SET IN A LARGER LIFE.

There are. great law—abiding processess of

creation —— and liealing and growth

All these we associate with God......
and the life of God in our world.......... -—-—

At the heart of reality there seeibe a
fundarilental principle of

—UEATION THROUGH ORGANIZATION at,d COOPERATION

t

And this —— eo è—un--identify with
THE LIFE OF GOD IN OUR WORLD......

—C-.’-—
‘tI

( c To order our lives in harmony
with the best we know about God......

To live out oVr days in ThE COIICTION OF GODSS

INTEGRIT’f AND DEPENDABILITY

TO STAND IN REVEREI’OE BEFORE HIS WORKD _

IS DD RELATE •OU LIVES WITH THE ENDURING £

________________

C.
—

TChARACTER QTHETERNL.



During this past Christmas season a fine thing
happened in the city of Tokyo..

A choir of about OO voices
made up mostly of Japanede and Americans

sang Handel’s oratOTlO The Messiah....

Brought together — in their common song:

,“King di kiuige and Lord of Lords....”

This oratorio celebrates THAT MAN OF NAZARETH

(H.

who tradition says lived a comparatively short
VV •

3UT/ A LIFE OF EN]URING I!.LPQRTANCE

—

and who taught — THAT THE MEANING OF LIFE

IS DISCOVERED — AS WE DISOCER THE MEMcINGSOF GOD....

V V
,•;J4

V.: I2:JZ,
V fVO

V V V V
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One of the great things about religion is that it helps

us to see life IN A GREATER WAY —

It helps us to see life AGAINST TI BACKGROUND OF THAT

DIVINE LIFE AND SPIRIT

of which the Psalmist wrote saying:

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations

Before the mountains were brought forth,
Or ever thou hadet formed the earth and the world,

Even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God......

——-“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply

our hearts —unto wisdom....*

(;


