RELATING OUR LIVES TO THE ENDURING
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INTRODUCTION
: A
Involved in every oene of the major religions of
the world —==- onto iFe
is the IDEA OF RELATING eﬂﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁss TO SOMETHING

MORE ENDURING THAN OBRSE W :
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In its root meesmdmz, religion means "to bindese

It suggests the idea of being connected with
related to

something greater than selfesss
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LY\ tnhe Ori na Corm of Buddhism ssbee tl‘t Oe‘/’edllfﬂf

this enduring reality WAS THE JAW OF KARMA /?WI"““ E

-- 8 kind of pricniple of cause—amd =ffesi Mov,

at the heart of things.es o dk,{
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In the rgligisdn of Mohemed == itnwas Allsh
whose prophet Mghammed was said t0 beeess
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In ancient Zoroastrianidm -~ IT WAS AHURA MAZDA
e princjple of light
after which\lazda lamps have been namedse:
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AND SO/IT GOES mecmmeme
There have been many conceptions 0€ the nature of
//THAT WHICH IS ULTIMATE OR FINAL INNREALITYseeees
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g% why should anybody want to relate his life
to something more enduring than himself?

mm¢4147‘c/ we have 7o & c ot
/r/-;'!!ﬂiﬂ},m.some people don't —mwem—== they 'are

willing to live for @ranisitori éleaau%and
end let it go at thptooooo
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Such meaning as life may have === i8 to be found
l strictly in terms of MOMENTARY ENJOYMENTSe
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There are others, ismsssmmp who - FEEL THAT THE,MEANING

OF LIFE IS SOMEHOW BOUND UP WITH BEING A PART OF

SOMETHING BIGGER THAN YOURSELFeee
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Dostoyevaky -~ the Russisn weddrer who has penetrated so
deeply into ti#%/ humen neture, once wrote:
w4, CAN hever he
y—sarrFret—otend

The man who bows

the burden of himselfeee
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et There are those who believe — and live by the faith —e=

THAT* THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE COMES IS
BEING RELATED TO
COOPERATING WITH
S PR AR A B e 25
W— A7
some worhtful and ,on-,-goingﬁfégl‘i:‘—hy..... T
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N There are a0 those —who believe -=:'snd live by the faitl}

“THAT ANY REAL( sE§uM@m THIS WORLD --INNER SECURLTY
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must come by way of mim ONE'S LIFE
&9 ROOTED IN AN ABIDING REALITY -= of a trustworthy
characteresese
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There are those who believe —= and live by the faith
THAT OUR BRIEF LIVES == TAKE ON LASTING MEANING wee
“‘—"‘““—ﬁ‘ggngeﬂﬂf‘"fgﬁffieance _.hro identification with
lasting values...o
A sense Of BECUrity mwm=s ~HES=k .
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these ane the FRUITS OF RELATING ONE'S LIF'E G —

SOMETHING MORE ENBURING THAN HIMSELFessecesces -
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This, in-essence, was the philosophy of the
person who wrote the immortal 90th Psalmeecsese
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It is one of the greatets off the Psalms —=—w-
although some poeople don't like it so well,
« =+ +BEBAUSE OF ITS VERY FRANK REALISMseee
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There really are three parts to the Psalm:

It begins with a moving statement of the reality of
GOD =~ AS BE%NQ,1HE/EH2HBEEE,EQQE,QE‘ZEE,QHLXEE§E;---

e : R
Lord, ‘thou hast been oux dwelling place in all genergt
Before the mtse wete brought forth,
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth end the world /--
Even from everlasiing.to.everlasting, thou art

- Godese
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@9 The second part of the Psalm ==~ has its theme ——-
THE RELATIVE BREVITY -OF HUMAN:LIFEeeee
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"Thou turnest man to deatruction, and sayest:
'RETURN, YE CHILDREN OF MENeseo'®

Againt- 1 er X

' The days of our years are three score years and teny
and if by reason of strength they be four-score years ===
yet is the¢r strength labor and sorrov == /

for it is soon cut off end EELEE-ngx"""' j
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Thus we have fhese two ideas contrasted fi}
: THE ENDURING REALITY OF GOD- J
THE BREVITY OF HUMAN LIFEif’”"#

659 The ‘third part of the Psalm —=-~ in some respects the
greatest === begins eith a prayer:
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"So teach us o number our days that we may apply ogf)
k hearts unto wisdomeeeceooes”
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And then the Psalmist goes on to express

his conviction as to HOW THIS REALTIVELY BRIEF HUMAN

LIFE —mmen can be made most meaningful...u.....
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By relating it $0 —= he 8ay5 =w=e
THAT WHICH IS ENDURING IN THE NATURE OF THINGS...JI
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> By building in%o our. cgralcgiera — THE CHARACTER
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"Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon uSessee

Establish THOU the work of our hendseeee"
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MZthe;‘e are few passages in

ancient literature which SAY S0 MUCH IN SO FEW WORDS

a8 this Psalm wcwecemoee
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I%'s theme is 'that of relating our RELATIVELY BRIEF : )
LIVES s =

TO THAT WHICH IS MOST ENDURING /
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ot o %ﬁs THIS MEANT —
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For one thing =—e IT MEANS TRYING TO INCORPORATE INTO
ﬂ,wf o=

OUR LIVES -IIPRINCIPLES AND CHARACTER TRAITS ==

Which Wear Well.
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When we look back over g life we might conceivably
agk ==== How much did he om?

But. in the perspective of the years a more
fundamental question is:

What kind of'a_person was he?

what dest _ht st %f -
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We are what we are == BY VIRTUE OF WHAT WE STAND )
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Many a person of unusual. possibility HAS MISSED
THE MARK OF SIGNINICANT LIVING =e==

because he has never identified his life
with anything in particular

And many an average person ===~ HAS LIVED A TRULY

MEANINGFUL LIFE ee=e ,_,m;:m» =
by BECOMING AN !Eﬁsm 2 (Ew. o

principles and characteretraits === WHICH ARE ACKNOWLEDGI

TO BE OF ENDURING WORTHese
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Meny years ago Victor Hugo said ) "Nothing is so
péwerful as an idea whose time has c;;;:::jzg:;>
Only recently General McArthur expresaed 8 similar
conviction when he spoke o;,f‘ihe irresistibIenidsd
nfluence of a sound ideseeese” He went on to say
sound idea cannni be stoppeds®
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Among the more enduring realities of this world
are sound ideas

fxws ; principles of integrity

Its the kind of world in which

"the tumult and the shouting dieseeee

The captains and the kings departecsscee
Still stands thine ancient sacrifice

And humble and a contrite heart =w=

together with those PRINCIPLES OF

JUSTICE, AND MERCY, AND SERVICE, AﬁD UNDERSTANDING s o o o
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To stand for these thingseecese

i To incorporate these things into our daily livingeee

IS TO RELATE OUR LIVES TO THE ENDURING.ee
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II.

Again, to rela‘be our lives to the enduring ===

MEANS TO  INVEST OURSELVES AND OUR ABILITIES

IN SOMETHING THAT LIVES ON : WMNG.
\ To start some influences for good =—= that will not
FRARERAR TR RER FRRARFF ptop with uSeesss
In one of the finest poems of our language
GeoFge Eliot spesks of("a choir invisibloeses .

that company of people who are no lenger
present = bodily ew=

but who do live on in our world IN TERMS OF THE
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INFLUENGES THEY HAVE HELPED TO BUILD INTO THE LIVES

OF OTHERS:
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"Who live again - in m:mds made better by their preaenc.
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In pulses atorred to enerosit e
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There is in this woxld .= AN IMMORTALITY OF IFNLUENCE

ey the significence ‘of which ocughimmminslesmispmtmed, oo
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fhes '
~me HOW IS, IMMORTALITY WON? ‘ J,,}"

There is ##fY only one path =emee ME&
THROUGH IR RSARGARRNNsiiss = —~INVESTMENT

causes, and purposes, end services

of oadam-g significancesees
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There is something self-&efeating about the
utterly ingrown life ee== L}///

©1)  There is the stamp of ENDURING #HEBWEPEME/ MEANING
\ HOWEVER BRIEF o

. UPON THAT LIFE'

which brings something of gladness

beauty
WeLAi

goodness
Ey e into the worldeceee
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TING sﬁns OF C STRUC‘IVE WORK
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And now —= one more suggestion:

III. X ;D”
WE RELATE OUR LIVES TO THE ENDURING ’Ni%é

INSOFAR AS WE KEEP AWARE OF — and REVERENT TOWAR‘DJ@

whom we so inadequately ocomprehend

but-upon whom we are daily dependentsee
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THE ULTIMATE SURCE OF HUMAN LIFE '-= IS IN

lh.‘C

A CREATIVE POWER e MORE THAN MAN eomesones

THIS CREATIVE POWER EXISTED BEFORE MAN EXISTEDees|
end will endure long after we have passed
from the stmgeof historyeee

¥ h../ : tdons 2 - ‘
“\ AL about us & SEE THIS CREATIVE POWER —em
MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD'S GREATNESSesesess
Mavks of Law v Wigdom
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It is wholesome to catch this sense of vasiness
‘;33, TO KNOW THAT OUR LITTLE LIVES ARE SET IN A LARGER LIFE.
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[6!} There are. great Piddddéd law-abiding processess of
{ : by
creation === and healing —ee and growth -

A1l these we associamte with Godeeesse
end the life of God in our werld...........
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@At the heart of reality there seememie-be a
fundamental principle of
Ldel"éATION THROUGH ORGANIZATION eamd COOPERATION

ASE
And this == Pomo-ef=we- identify with
THE LIFE OF GOD IN OUR WORLD......
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To order our lives in harmony \

with the best we know about Godeesese
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To live out ofir days in THE CONVICTION OF GOD®°S /

! INTEGRITY AND ~DEPENDABILITY —eee A
=

~ TO STAND IN REVERENCE BEFORE HIS WORKD memem "
IS T0 RELATE OUR LIVES WITH THE ENDURING‘ _




During this past Christmes season — a fine thing
happened in the city of TokyoOee

A choir of about 300 voices =
made up mostly of Japanede and Americans

gang Handel's oratorio —= "The Messigheess"

by ok Lot e

Brought together - in their common song:

... Ming of Kinge and Lord of Lordseses"
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This oratorio celebrates THAT MAN OF NAZARETH

who tradition seays lived a_comparatively short Jife
‘VMN w—tﬁ"mmg f s
BUT/###* A LIFE OF ENDURING IMPORTANCE

arctusn

end who taught =e=~ THAT THE MEANING OF LIFE

IS DISCOVERED —— AS.WE DISOCER THE MEANINGS OF GODesee
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One of the great things about religion is that it helps
us to see 1ife IN A GREATER WAY wwwee
—
Bofon,

It helps us to seex1ife AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THAT
DIVINE LIFE AND SPIRIT =—m

of which the Psalmist wrote saying:

lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations
Before the mountains were brought forth,

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world,

Even from everlasting to everlasting == thou art Godeecsee

-==="S0 teach us to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts —=unto wisdomesee"



