WHEN LIFE BECOMES DIVI¥E IN QUALITY

i g Christ Church
March 18, 1945




¢ INTRODUCTION

If we want to discovy: the érasenae of Ggd in our liveg |
we can begin almost anywheree— i e o A ‘
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ABut is it not true that CREATION IS A CONSTANT,
CONTINUING FACTeeoess
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Every day of our lives —-— WE STAND IN THE PRESEICE
OF THIS AMAZING PROCESS -~ THE PROCESS CF
CREATIONe SowsZl Wey — L

We see it 1n nature about us —-—-

We see it in the constructive work of people;
We se= 7 \n heos hot wheh o< Cpond —
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_A'I?God becomes increasingly real to us ————

as we pisiplpiaigelableill 1c2rn to recognize God
~--4n the netural pProcesses Sl
and

in,}nfluences -— in our immediate experience.
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Sometimes we miss God ——- SrediigihtbdRmmnil) —-—---

Looklng to some distant realm
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God is presenty for example —w—e-
\//’IN ALL THOSE INFLUENCES WHICH COME INTO OUR LIVESfu

¥—""in terms of which the gualltx of our 11v1ng

\Ls_l:f‘tgd = —_—
— 1N TERMS OF

WHICH — WE ARE SOMEHOW CREATED
L INTO SOMEWHAT BETTER PERSONS.

ot 0ol for By Wizl

P P L&dw4l‘4
(5 5ot ? T

é;ﬁ : /Mmm/ ~)

And when we jah:.nk of

TRUE THAT GOD HAS ENTERED INTO THE EXPERIENCE OF
EVERYONE OF US == not on

ce, but any times,,, .9

God in this way =—-- IS IT NOT
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When we 1;& to,understand whet these_upliftlng influences
are ————-— .

we soon recognize that they are(mat>-——-
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But of these many influencesa~- I SHOULD LIKE TO
SPWEK OF JUST ONE THIS NORNING

THE INFLUENCE OF (G@SERSONS.
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==="""We are strenghtned; FR
U directed;
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inspired;
f U GIVEN NEW FAITH AND COURAGE
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A principle abstfactly stated -—— may be helpful to us;

BUT A PERSON WHO EMBODIES THAT PRINCIPLE

end lives that principle day aftare day eeeee

IS FAR MORE HELPFUL sescesess
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As we look into our personal experience =—=—=—

IS IT NOT TRUE THAT SOME OF THE BEST INFLUENCES

WHICH HAVE COME TO US ———= f%:;&ﬂ”
|
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have come through persong%%

Maybe a friend =—=—— maybe a parent ——-
someone with whom we have worked

oo

laybe a teacher ——- maybe

Maybe someone whom we met quite casually along the wWayeeoe

Some of tho best influences we have Known: -—— have
gen in and through personssecesse
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To see someone else's faith —— oftentimes deepend
: our faith;

To see someone else facing his problem courageously -—-
increases our courage;

To see smeone else standing for an ideal

gives us new confidence in idealism; \
|
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SO MANY O ‘THE BEST INFLUENCES JARE fEDIATED
O US THROUGH PERSONS... -




And sometimes ——- in the midst of uncertainty

When the way ien't guite-—clear -——
and things seem quite confuged —ew—m—e

———— IT'S A SOURCE OF GREAT HELP ——- TO KNOW SOME

—— {

PERSON OR PERSONS in whom we can still believe or

trust —e——
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Sherlock Holmes once said: "Watsony you are the one

fixed point in my lifee"

------ Weli, there aren't many fixed points in life ———

but there are great values IN KNOWING AND POSSESSING (

SOMETHING WHICH ARE "ELATIVELY STABLE ——w—e-

SOMETHING IN SEASON AND OUT OF SEASON

becomes a kind 6f fixed point —-—-- a source

of stability in our own experience.

And sometimes A REAL PERSON —— WHO STANDS F&ﬂ




Josephine Burr has expressed —- in some rather interesting
lines w——e

this tendency to find STABILITY —-— THROUGH PEXSONS
WHO REALLY STAND FOR SONMETHING ...

(,, I am not sure that the earth is round
llor that ﬁpe sky is reall& blue,
The tale of why the apples fall
May or may not be true.

I do not know what makes the tides,

Noy what bmorrow's world may do ——-
_-—'--‘_'7-'—"—-_’——’-_— ‘—?“?_:"\‘
_—But I have certainty enough —w——e e
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Let's hope that the poet was a little more sure of some
of those things than she indicated

but she has suggested a sound point ——e——e

DEPENDAEﬁE PEOPLE - WHO STAND FOR SOMETHING ———w—- S

BRING STABILITY TO US w—w—-

- Henri Bergson (The French philosopher):
" We all, at those momentous hours, when our usual

mexims of conduct strike us as inadequate, have wondered

what such or such a one would haye expected %ﬁ 8;
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under the circumstances." /k.M%4~L%‘ C‘ﬁifr"éhbélﬁu" |
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NECA(Steic philosopher): “ye pught o choose s 8- g00d
fran-and always have him beforegour sysg suthal %ﬁ%‘%*
f1ive as if he.-mwatched us, endpeverything as if he #2%




If,then, we really want to find God in our experience

Let us consider those GOOD IFLUENCES which come to
is ——= through(per s>

INFLUENCES WHICH LIFT THE LEVEL OF OUR LIVIN{

AND MAKE OF LIFE A FINER THIIG..
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Eﬁfo; the human level ———— DIVINITY IS A QUALITY OF LIFE

Once we accept that definition —eewe———

we shall find God ——-in our very midst
almoi7 every day of our 1liveSeess (




II. CHRIST

j ot
One of the explanations for the enduring power 4

the transforming power
of THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION —w- |
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Nas taught some princif¥ee

x,Across the centuries the Chure

But it has gone on to , A :
HERE IS A LIFR”IN WHICH THOSE PRINCIPLES L BODTED
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( /ALRespec’o For the Worth of w |

/The Motive Of Service wm o=
A Willingness To Sacrifice For One's Ideals ——

and = FROM THAT VERY SACRIFICE —e THE EINERGENCE OF

A LARGER ANS FULLER LIFE
w—m.
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==—————w A1l this the Church has taught across the
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pointing to one —-- in whose life those

/

principles were 8o wonderfully exemplifiedecoees / |
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And as individuals have stood in the presence of tiedrpor

Learned to know him better;

EXPOSED THEMSELVES TO HIS ATTITUDES AND SPIRIT

SO _THAT HIS SPIRIT BEOAE A PART OR(T:iEL)

something tremendously important w8 has happened ——--—-

\A THIS PROCESS OF CREATION —— and RECREATION —— and GROWTH

has taken place in them -
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Wm have found new faith in living; .

new respect rfor;’( their fellowmen;~
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In thls season of the year —--- the Lenten season
culminatingfin Easter

OUR CHURCH INVITES US TO GIVE SPECIAL CONSIDERATION
TO THE LIFE OF HIM —= who for 1900 years has held
a central position in our religious movementeees
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In just one week we shall move into that
period of the Christian calendar which is known

as_fHoly Week ———m——emee

The various stories associated with that week
SYMBOLIZE AND DRAMATEZE xgome of -the central

ideas and 1deals The Church would lkeep aliye:
- Bud <ewme 0}.‘1:&.« Tevngeatlonsid el
() o lheolved n Swemd T 5 ifey, )

THE ACCEPTAICE OF-RESPONSIBILITY -~ FOR WORK

Wi thw To Be W o Mingrit
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l/THE NECESSITY OF ILILER STRUGGLE and id
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confidence thet somehow THAT WHICH I8 DEEPEST TN THE
NATURE OF THINGS —— VINDICATES THAT ¥IND OF DEVOTION




In this season of the year: —- wherd we celebrate
the fact of growth in ‘all ‘of nature about us...._é:
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------ IT, IS WELL FOP. US TO RENEMBER THA}JQ PEOPLE, GROW |
“tg -rﬂﬁjbéo—

Une of the finest things about LULEn nature
is this capscity to mespond to BERSONALITY AT |
ITS BEST w—meemee—meeme

~ %
And in this seesgon our church asks us to

COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF HIM WiO FOR SO LONG HAS
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BEEN _AT .TI'E CENTER -OF OUR RELIGION s
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he besy things about humas

TR A |

Is its capgCity _,;E"é "--7-_-' & to persongdity at its best

whe }-wi conditions” are created;

Church refiinds us
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_ CONCLUSION

There is a story that there was once an old painter
who lived in a European village;

————— BUT HE LOVED TO PAINT ~— AND HE TOOK PRIDE II
DOING THE BEST HE KNEWseee
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For years he saved his money —— that some day he might
go toyFlorence ~=—=w—m=—- - =

““% and see some of'thé great masterpieces........‘

At last the day came, and he went —————-—— (
*******************fﬁﬁfﬁi&4
And as the story goes —- THEY FOUND HIM ONE DAY ——w—e

STANDING IN REVERENCE —- BEFORE ONE OF THE
SUPREME PAINTINGS OF THE WORLD ———mmee—ew——

Mﬂis face aglow ——m—mm——-
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And he was heard to say — in humility - and yet in pfide:

"I too, am a paintereecss”
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Life itself is an art ———

Across the years there have heen those
WHO HAVE MADE A SPLENDID THING OF IT =eem——ee
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To stand in the presence of such persons

Perhaps to walk with them ———- |

IS ONE OF LIFE'S HIGHEST PRIVILEGESe.e.

And in this season we would turn our thoughts
egpeciaglly to HIM - who is at the center of our fai

e

and standlng in hls presence ————
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we shall find new faith and couragek-- for the

living of thepe days.
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