ON BEING FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST

Chriet Church
Pledge Sunday
FPev, 22, 1948

This morning we come to the second Sunday 'in Lentee.
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.n keeping with the spirit of thr Lénten season,

let us turm our thoughts this morning to certain
_ ASPECTS OF THE - THEMES :

BEING FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST.
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INTRODUCTION
The word Christian appears in the N.T. only three timese.

In Acts 26, Agrippe says to Paul:
"Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christiane"

In I Peter, the wrigbr says:
", ...if any man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed."

In Acts 26 is the most interesting of the three:

"The disciples were called Christian first in
Antioch."
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In each of these instances the word CHRISTIAN was not
used by Christisns spesking of themselves

b Ut by others who were looking af fhems..
The early disciples were recognized as
3( FOLLOWRES OF JESUS -- called THE CHRIST.
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It appears that the earliest Christians were not too
much concerned with what ngme. should be applied to them

— Rather =-= they seem t0 baﬁe th&u h d'spokeh of themselve
a8 FOLLOWRES OF A DISTINCTI of lifeesse
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The reference to thi wa ocours in Acts —-- before the
Antioch reference i8 foundesse
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AND SO FROM THIS VERY EARLY DATE —-- CHRISTIAN
DISCIPLESHIP M85 MEANT FOLLOWING A WAY OF LIFE w——-

with Christ as leader, friend, and guides




Mant CenTuries ladeo

The thing which brings us together —— in g Xian Church
is .our common desiquEZﬁ%ﬁ?@LLOWERS OF GHRIST e
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That is our supreme purpose —e—=
411 other things aref secondarYeseecse ; /
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The one true teet of Zﬁ'yvchr istian Chuych Se—iieks: / o 5

ARE WE GROWING IN-Tﬁi*QC!ﬂlﬂiﬁ‘ﬂ&@WB OUR UNDERSTANDI
OF WHAT THE=SREESS i
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For 1998”centuries = Christien people have believed
that CHRIST IS RELEVANT TO THEIRMEEDS AND TO
THEIR DAY.. . . gryvS v
IR JATee il T

To follow him. with underaﬁanding -= I8 TO FIND
THE BEST WAY OF LIFEes« '
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In that epirit Paul said:/ in writing to the Corinthians:

" Itbis no weaX Christ you have to do with, but

& Christ of (powers®

Ve

In thet spirit the author of John's Gospel wrote:

"The light is still shining in the darkneas,
for the darkness has never put it out." (o0 Chi/ <
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ind a more recent writer —— George Matheson, the blind
hyun writer -composer of "O Love That Wilt Not Let Me
Go" and other hymns ——-
expressed the feelings of all CHRISTIANS —
" THAT THERE IS A CONTEMPORARY SIGNIFICANCE TO THE
THE LIFE OF CHRIST:




Son of Mang whenever I doubt of life, I think
of theessssssl feel no 1imit in thee

: Last century ig old, . last year is obsolete -
feghdsiey but Thou art not obsoleteesss

Thou art abreast of all the centuries. ‘I have
never come up with Thee, modern as I ame"
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Thusa, the Church is buil4 on the conviction of

THE RELEVANCE OF CHRIST TO LIFE 1IN EVERY GENERATION.

Me o & ¢t the point of our Fgg,;.;;;;‘i' E. ééd:’ L
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at the point of OUR QUMMUNITY,AND WORLD NEEDS.
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The thing which, brings us together -— IS OUR BSIRE

TO FIND AND FOLLOW THE CHRISTIAN WAY —- in the
life of the 20th centuryess
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8t and beste.
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I. - Historical Background

Now, as We turn the pages of Christian history —-
we find that people have had various ideas as
to what it means to follow Christees

Every generation MUST RE-STUDY and RE-STATE ==

what it means to foldow Chrigt ——-
under given circumetanceseseces ‘

Jesus never left a long list of detailed instructions

a8 to what o0 do uunder all conceivable situations
gl

He-did semething far better: v “”“pzﬂu“ﬂs !
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HE LEFT US THE MATCHLESS EXAMPLE OF HIS PERSONAL LE

HE LEFT US SOME: BASIC PRINCIPLES

And then he left us === the privilege and

responsibility —-—- OF TRANSLATING HIS- LIFE AND SPIRIT

INTO THE VARIED SITUATIONS OF LIFE -~ as they emerge.
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And 8oy every generation must re-study and re-stete

what i% means %0 follow Chrigt =we-—

~= Dl -Apesdlismaitnationr. Aot el Cone. 8/

And that is our responsiblity todeye.
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As we turn the pages of Christian history we find that
there have been various theories held as to
the ideal Christianeesse

What is, the highest ideal: of the Christien life?

Let.us look briefly at just a few of the ideas held
at some time or other:

@Very early he history of Christianity there
arose the*’ﬁfﬁ%?ﬁf DEAL e

the ideal Xian was he who gave his life for his fai

e
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It is easy to understand how this thourht rose

Many of the early Christiens were persecuted ==
they refused to engage in emporare worship

K They had the choice of - renouncing their faith,
or suff ering deatheecess

The early church was BUILT ON COURAGE OF NANY OF THESE
MARTYRS o 57

A It has been said: "The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the Church."
I

Interestingly enough — some CHRISTIANS CAME TO THE
BRLACE THEY_ ACTUALLY SOUGHT ' martyrdomee esos e
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About the year 100 - e man named Ignatius was f
.., condemed as & Xien in his home city of Antioch —=
gent to Rome to be thrown to the wild beastsSess

In Rome he wrote eme letters to friends —- askire
them not 4o interceded for him -- HE WISHED TO BE

A MARTYR.o!
sk sk ok ok s sk Ko ok ok ek ok ook .
The Martyr idesleese
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Be As time passed in the early church ———
various statements of(ﬁgfief or dgctring were
drawn up =—e '

.. We have the period of(creéﬁimakina in the
churchese

Fo

Sometlmeqﬂbelieveé -in the- creeds&was state@
and sodetimes they didn'tees T

SCON THERE EMERGED ANOTHER THEORY OF THE
I CHRISTIAN--

HE IS 'THE PERSON WHO ACCEPTS WITHOUT
QUESTION OR RESERVATION —w=-

" the official creed, as statedees
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Thus there wag introduced into the Christian
movement —we—s
the ideas of orthodoxy
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Even today -- we may find those — WHO THINK THAT
THE SUREST MARK OF BEING ‘A 'FOLLOWER OF CHRIST «
ST IS TO GIVE" INTELLECTUAL ASSENT TO A SERIES
OF STATEMENTS < OF BELIEF:es
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We might call this the ("DOSTRINAL IDEAL,). ..



Co, Aﬁﬂ"then, from the 4th to the 16th centuriée

there prevailed still-another approach.

WE MIGHT CALL IT THE IC IDEAL.
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The ,ascetic life -~ and life in monasteries.e.
During ‘this time we see the rise and development
wokkokk sk kR Rk Rk Rk SR Ny monastic ordersese

et e et e

T MR

Behind this approach was the thought that
the world wes essentially evil
4 o
end the best way o follow Christ —- IS TO GET
OUT OF THE GRLD —e—ee

to withdraw apart

to go to some secluded place for
conteuplation
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There is no doubt that we are indebted to
the monastic orders ——=
for the preservation of given documentsee
u/// and for various writingseecss

BUT IN THE MAIN —- IT IS AN APPROACH TO
CHRISTIANITY WHICH TAKES ONE OUT OF THE MAIN CURRENT
OF LIFEess. |
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D. During the Mifdle Ages o—somewhel=dbffousnt idea
emerged in a part of the world —e==
I s o el “;;,M
{ THE CRUSADING IDEAL )
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Stress was placed on relics and pilgrimeges
The purpose of the Crusades —- or at least that
which was most widely enunciated -=
WAS TO WIN THE HOLY LAND FROM THE MOHAMEDANS...

o we have thousands of men, women, and children -
travellijg hundreds of miles —-
enduring untold hardships

meny inducements were held out to those who
-would meke the CrusadeSesoee e '

j*ﬁ#—- THUS, THERE ROSE THE IDEA —— THAT THE LOFTIEST
WAS OF FOLLOWING CHRIST -—- was to go on a Crusadess
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Es _There have been many other ideas held as to
the ideal Christian ——==

@€ Let us think of just one more —-—

7~ THERE EMERGED THE BELIEF THAT A& VITAL
CHRISTIAN EX PERIENCE nmust always follow
a fixed pattern ——- pEeiar

a tiis pattern was climaxed with a
given experience of a highly emotional character
often attended by certain,outward menifestations
— o — ]
Thus it was believed (end still is by meny) —= THAT '
THE TRUE FOLLOWER OF CHRIST
IS ONE WHO HAS HAD A PARTICULAR KIND CF
EXPERIENCE -~ FOLLOWING A GIVEN SET PATTERN OF PROCEDU]

If a person had had that experience -~ he was
e true followers of Christ —-

If he had not - ‘Hé ‘could not be called a Xian
r-gardless of the quality of his lifeesse



Thue we could go on enumerating ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY
CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP ==

with- ra-{-,hel( unusual exp gﬁﬁ

oiave martyrdom ——-—
going on a crusade ——-=
retreating from the world —- etce
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Doubtless —- there have been many persons of real devdim

who have expreesed their devotion —-in these ways ..
— pud Yoo sec, 9 Theet Uprrraite Tant 7P
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————=50T IN THESE DAYS — WHEN THE FORCES OF SECULARISM

,i;ar

ARE MAKING THEIR WAY —= INTO ALMOST EVERY ASPECT
OF LIFE

WE NEED TO PLACE OUR EMPHASIS UPON STILL
ANOTHER APPROACH —ewe

e NAI‘MLY DAY BY DAY CHRISTIAN LIVING e

IN THE SITUATIONS AND EXPERIENCES - WHICH COME TO . = To
To be a Followe~ of cChry s

EVERY PERSON..O. b% a (5] I-r-f""" YN ‘_ "‘MU
G QT Towen T PR 5 CaD
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Jesus said: M"Whosoever will come after me ——=
let him deny himself —-
take up his cross =
end follow Meese .“

HE PUT IT ON THE BASIS OF DAY BY DAY LIVING.

AR Ak
Paul said: "There is a giversity of gifts —-- but
the same spiritecee®
HE PUT IT ON THE BASIS OF .DAY BY DAY LIVING



And again, in writing to the members of the Church at

Corinth == =
“““ who were so concerned gbout what ‘are the marks of

a real Christian, he said:

s+« vWand ‘now abideth faith end hope andlove —= these
three - end the greatest of these is love."
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o be a follower of Christ mekes special demanda of
ue under special conditions --

BUT IN THE LONG RUN ==~ THE POWER OF CHRISTIANITY
LIES 1IN THOSE PEOPLE Prwes

WHO TRANSLATE CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES INTO THEIR
DAY BY DAY LIVINGeoeas
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Someone once said of Ehristianity:

"One real example of-if —— is worth a thousand
~—-grgumentseee”

How true that ig ===
THE WORLD IS LIFTED AND INSPIRED by those people

of whom he say

<::ji§f>6r she is & Ch;;;;;;%iggggggzz;:>




A1l of us here == are quite familiar with:what the
basic principles ‘of the Christian religion are —=—

We chilsledy recogﬂize a pérson who embodies
the real Christian spirit -~ and outlookeseees

WE HAVE THE THEORETICAL UNDERSTANDING
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What we all need TO SEE MORE GLEARLVYV'V —

IS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE -Hiiissmnuupmms.
INDIVIDUAL PERSON —-- EXERCISING & CHRISTIAN
INFLUENCE+se oo

A awdeen o Fotliee B Chany
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Somehow the best work of Christ:din this world
is done rather quietly and inconspicuosly

BY TNDIVIDUALS ——- WHO HAVE CAUGHT THE

SPIRIT OF CHRIST —== and reflect. it in their living.

And this.year, I ish we might keep Lent by
meditating on thet thought ===

THE IMPORTANCE OF ONE¢E OWN LIFE
REPRESENTING THE CHRISTIAN WAY..s
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As the N.T. puts it:

"You are our epistle —- read of all men."



And now imemiaadng -- let us' turn our thought
for just a moment ——— TO ONE-OF THE TRULY
Sty el MOVING SCENES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT...

In The Gospel of Luke —= Jgdil o/ orrsr st/ 1A

we read of Jesus being in the Upper Room ~ =
R with his disciples ——————e

And in this hour of difficulty ——= with still greater
demands and sacrifices ahead ===~ he says:

It ie-you who have stood by mef
through my trials."
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Not only were they grateful for him;

But he was grateful for themesee
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Sometimes they had not done so well ===
Peter was there —- soon +0 deny him thricesses

There had been contention asmong them -— AS TO WHOM
- SHOULD BE GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM ==e—=

So often théf‘had misunderstood the
spiritual depth of his message =—=

LR

And yet, bhey were his disciples ——=— his followers,
gometimes in a faltering kind of wayeee.

And to them, he said #F¥FEY gratefully:
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It ‘must have touched them ---Eand made them humbleeee



If only we: could 1ift that scene out of its ancient
setting —=—- L7

..,and reppoduce it in our modern Wworldseeees
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——— MANY OF THE BASIC THINGS FOR WHICH CHRIST STOQD .+
ARE HAVING A HARD TIME OF IT IN OUR "@8 A _,.“%‘\-"ufg,i;'r”
The acds oF  secaleviia 4 e TRT

calin. se decp 1uT~ s by
a:% THERE IS NEED FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO MORE
COMPLETELY EMBODY THE CHRISTIAN SPIRIT
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"I IS YOU WHO HAVE STOOD BY ME.!
%_ T
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To seek i 58 0 i 4 e .fﬂ:i
oek inner motives of purity and rlghteousneas\=~

- Seelf h.gA bt
To aseephd Standards of MY moral living; ¥ 0%
v

‘To respect the sacredness of personality in all
human relationshipsese

TO Whd==sO PRACTICE THE PRINCIPLE OF SINCERE
GOODWILL w=we
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TO SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD —- TSR ce
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TO FOLLOW CHRIST, in spirit and 4n truth
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this is our privilege —- and our heritagee)e




As we progress in this Lenten sec880N —we=

a season which reminds us that WE ARE CALLED TO BE
THE CHRISTIAN DISC PLES OF THE 20th century

let us pray that we shall be worthy of those words
spoekn in an Upper Room:

"It is you who have stood by me."



