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INTRODUCTION

Today we come to the laat$und in a passing year....

This year, as all years, has come to something of a
climax — in the Christmas season......

And now that Christmas seasoñteginning to fade awr
we have just a few remaining days in this old ye&

-

a time for retrospecjon ————. evaluation.....

We were given a ye

What did we make of it?

How did we handle it?
LA—’--

j..1tlt

What really significant values,1d-we
e-IL j*j?

Just a year ago people were saying to us —

A Happy New Year

a4’t’,
11,t1

The chances are the year BROUGHT A VARIETY OF EXPERIEmES

some were happy and some were not
—

BUT WAS IT HAPPY IN THE SENSE OF BEING A YEAR
IN WHICH WE !1EA3URED UP to the C
responsibilities placed upon us Yii

—a significant year?



Lloyd George was once playing golf
whe his companion forgot to shut a gate thro’ which tey

Ho went back and after latching the gate, told his friend
of an old,pliysician, who when dyting was asked if he
had a message for hiafriends

C t which he replied he had no special spasage, save tk

1 always close the gates behind me....*

At the close of a year, that is probably good counsel —

to close the gates behind us and move on

for it is a law of the life process — to move on...

And yet, in that moving along process

we need points of rest; to replenish inner resources;

points octn ad va tion,7

I -I

AO

cI Tk tâ -z —

If life just a passing of time!

Is it just a collection of experjesces — and nothing more?
- -

OR IT THERE SOMETHING( ULAi)A3OUT IT ALL?

Is it a progressive thing? An unfolding thing?

—-—-..ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT VALUES WHICH CAN COME

II OUT OF THE HEART OF EXPERIfOE? —
‘

1 c2t-1 L
so that at the end of l7Aw.—en u

E REAL PERSOIc3 — in a larg, more mature sense

than we were at the end of 1 6

-rJi Tti.e ?oe-’f —



Centuries ago the Psalmist prayed the prayer

t3 teach us to number our days, that’ we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom.......W

•

_____

The close of the year reminds us te—T1iI TJA-OF C

There is a wisdom in fae%.

d reflecting on those values which make a
HUMAN LIFE — REALLY SIGNIFICANT............

Ok rtcf Pi-

Yt recall that same Psalmist came to the 1i,.ie1%
1Ji*1a1.I1

- H t1tt ‘1le-’ bl1j,t

1L4

He prayed: -

“Establish thouthe work of our hads;and
let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.

•‘

.: T.i. ira H’I
- •. -

____

•
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- ( I•
For one thing—rilE- PASSING YEARS CAN ENLARGE OUR

TREASURY OF ENRICHING MEMORIES

Recently a very capable person — a specialist in

human relationships ——

addressed the Sunday evening meeting of our

youth fellowship —-—--—

And although he was talking to a young people’s roup

HE WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO STRESS ‘I{E IMRTANCE OF t

R%CH AND FINE MORI

over the years they progressively become
a source of satisfaction and of stabilj...

It has been well said that GOD GAVE US MEMORY
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ROSES IN DECEMBER

—————In the winters of human experience fine
memories are rich bleseings........ (

And in the spring and summer o experience
TROS E SAME MEMORIES GIVE LIFE

_____

abd S.

The life we live in our minds is quite as important

as the life we live which is more yisible to the outside wo.d

AND SO, WH WE TALK ABOUT {E HARVEST OF TI
YEARS

we do well to include the treasury of memory.

I

q 1
L Lf b

t%c’-),



II.
Again, one of the most meaningful haitvests ófhe ye

is to be found IN TER. OFIf ,

Most people’ have numerous scqaintancee — but

( deep and tri2e friendship — is a muohae thing —

and a much more preoioua thing.

What is friendship? Aristdtle once gave a fine definition—

He Mfiend is one soul in two bodies...”

And else,s ke of “a fèllowshi of kindred mizs..”

An some ow, 1 ta es var e exper once to

discover and r&soe real friendship.... -

‘jO(4. ,to

Someone has put it this way: —

“Friends are like melons shall I tell you why?

nd one good, you must a hundred try.”

j,.

George Washington once wrote a letter in which

lie said this:
“True friendship is a plant of slow growth, and

*zst undrgo and withetand the shocks of adversity

1efore it is entitled to the name.

Surely, maturity involves a growing recognition

of the importance of the inner li

and with that growing stress upon the inner life ——

pHERE COMES A DEEPENING APPRECIATION OF FRIENDSHIP AT

ITS BEST..... p’ot ricv€

%11 PILxL rL j--( ‘f
w tU1 —

BLESSED IS THAT PERSON WHO OUT OF TIlE EXPERIENCE1

OF THE YEARS -----.
-

HAS GLEA$ED THEHARVEST OF A FRIEND— or friend.

N
And if 1947 has meant the finding or the

4 deepening of aom worthful friendship

it has been acfl’ year, in that sense.



III.
Again, the harvest of the years CAN BE MEASURED IN TERMS OF

PERSONAL GROWTH or PERSONAL PROGRESS

And any year in which we do some grow iig.

in our thinkin
in the quality of our workt

in overcoming some handioa
in dealing with some difficult probL

in wreeling with some fear

ANY YEAR IN WHICH WE MAKE SOME PROGRESS IN

THE KIND OF PERSON WE ARE.

THAT IS TRULY A GOOD YEAR AND A HAPPY YEAR....

mJ
And this kind of growth is uot4confined to people of

a certain age....

A number of years ago, Professbr Thorndike, the educator

took 465 adults —
threb

.giie — TO TEST THEIR AIUTY TOLEARN ——

first there were the really young people. —in their ‘

and then, the somewhat older folk — in their ,j’s

AND TH FINALLY — the old1 decrepit folks

in their 40’e — and a bit over....

We gave them all the same teats — and how do you suppose

it came out —

In every instance — IT WAS THE THIRD GROUP THAT CAME OUT FIR

So he wrote: lff have discovered that mature people can learn

practically anything that they want to.

In every mental function they are thoroughly

plastic and teachable. In fact, the learning ability of

older people I nearly asgreat as the learning ability of

young people at the highly favorable ages f 17,18, and 19d

What is it that gives the passing years the STAMP

( OF MEANING AN SIGNIFICANCE
Among other things —PERSONAL GROWTH AND PERSONAL

- PROGRESS ——— in dea jiied experieflç

in the kind of persoan we are

( —-—WAND THAT IS $OMETHNG V1HICH IS pOSSIBL —- ASTHE

\ YEARS FOLD. /



Iv.
Now again, as we look within and try to evaluab

the things which matter most
WE WOULD LL ACE THAT ONE OF THE RICHEST

POSSIBLE OF THE YEARS —

IS A GROWING SENSE OF SERVING and CONTRIBUTI!.

( 1 that some erson or persons are fin ding 1 if
somewhat richer —

because of our work or influence..
is indeed a rich harvest —— of experienc

And old man going a lone highway
:

Came in the evening cold and gray

To a chasm, vast and deep and wide.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim

The sullen stream had no fears for him,

But he stopped when safe on the other side

AND BUILT A BRIDGE SPAN THE TIDE.

“Old rneii”, said a fellow pilgrim near,

You are wasting your arength with building here;

Your jorney will end with the ending. day,

You never again will pass this way —

Th.’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide

Why build you this bridge at evening tide?



The builder lifted his olI gray head,

Good friend, in the path I have come het said —

There fo1jgwth after me today

A youth whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm which has been naught to me.

To tIat fair—haired youth might a pitfall be.

He too must cross in the twilight dim —

Good friend, I am building the bridge for him.”

*************

There are so many bridges which need building

in this world

bridges of service — of understanding.—

To feel, somehow, that we have had a part —

or are having a part — IN BUILDING THESE

BRIDGES ———— is one of the richest harvests of life.

If 1947 has brought that satisfaction
in some measure Cto that exte1m it has been a happy year.



V.

I am sure-that the Psalmist thought of all thes things —

GROWING OUT OF THE EXPERIFCE. OF THE PASSING YEAF t

fine memories —

abiding friendships;
the sense of personal growth;

(N the satisfaction of service.....

but with all of these — THERE WAS $OM1THING MORE WHICH
HE SOUGHT out of the experience of the years

Deep in hia heart was a yearning for THE ASSURANCE THAT
SOMEHOW HIS LITTLE LIFE

WAS A PART OF SOMETHING GREATER THAN HIMSELF
aomethin abidin and, eternal —

So he said:

“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all genera
Before the mountains were brought forth
Or ever thou hadet Oormed the earth and the world..

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God...

And then he prayed: “Let the beauty of the Lord
our God be upon ue.W

A GROWING AND A DEEPEtING SENSE OF GOD

surely this is the richest — harvest of the years

:; ‘C
• ‘* e’10TP’

. Ni eJ



In 1940 during dark days for England —

King George VI — broadcast a message •o his
people ——— -.

and quoted these words from tS% the

introduction TO AN OBSCURE BOOK OF VERSE:

I said to a man, who stood at the gate of the
-J

year: Give me a light that I may tread safely into

the unknown, and he replied:

Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into

the z’and of God. That’shal1 be to you better than

a light, a safer than a known way.”

Across the centuries — THE SENSE OF GOD
HAS BEEN MAN’S GREATEST LIGHT — fl DARKNESS

MAN’S GREATEST INSPIRATION —— IN ALL TIMES OF LIFE

“0 God, our help in ages past
Our hope for years to come.W

May 1948 be a happy new year for all of us
in those things which matter most.

Direct us 0 God, in all our doings by thy moat gracio’
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that
in all our works, begun, catinued and ended in thee, we
may glorify thy holy name.



/
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The 3ook of Ecclesiastes opens with

a pointed question:

Vanity of vanities all is vanity

Life is a tale, told by an idiot,

Y ALL T TOIL AT WHIC-I i TOIL3

ULE T 3UN?
‘itA.2

: i>7iat is t
we do

What is the

People of course
question in% variety of ways.

answered that

Tplc,&here is
says:

the answer which

full of sound and fury — sign1fying

nothing.

An
of 11
fln(

e

It



V.’ I
r

V \y4’ There is another answer sueste in
the 90th Psalm...

The Psalmist 1 contemplates the
eniurin CHBRACTER OF GOD**

THE EEVITY OF HUMAN,.. LIFE:

( Let the favor of the Lore our od be upon
V ESTABLISH THOU TI WORK ‘OF OUR HANDS.

j,,.— t4-i — j)

He believeö that IL THE MLST OF LIFE —

VUiLL:
/7

‘ie r y4cV9ar share Li that which
which nas oourjn srj,ficance.

CT
- T&E-T —

00 ISNOT 0P L CRET LJ TiLTJ,
&JT GCL J PO D Vc OF V Lu±

Intho s e orocesse s by lIhi oh - LV 1’

/ _\,V:LH T

.adows,r
V

VV,V/ —-

value accumulatej 15&,, V

V

(
urin

—-

L .LM; - 1tç

ir

ESTABLISH THOU THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.. /



L
LITTLE BOY: whose teaci2erIr1he
cjlen to brine their birth certificat’@
to school on a certain day..

One little boy started out —— with this I
piece of paper —whci he din /
anple—tablet /

I’VE LOST MY ECUSE FO EINC-3O/

In one form or other, life asks ——

What are you making. of it all?

Jhat is(yo exhuse for bein born?

(3-- 5iy-J
13C***** ‘**44*4t-*1:-**

One possible reply is:

Vanity of vanities — ail is vanity

Another is: QI

THE 1J
A PAST OF

LISH THOU TH ORK OF OUR NDS.

cte --L

4
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t tL,’

To move beyonã the level of mere animal
eictence;

Eto feel someth1n

THE RG-P jIIO _)

TO 3ENSE SOMETHING OF THE

DEPTH AND WONDER AND
MYSTERY

OF IHAT OF WHICH WE ARE
A_PART....

TO COHE THROUGHEXPIECE

TO GROWING SENSE CF PARTICIPATION

IN THAT WHICH IS DEEPESTJN THE

NATURE OF THThTG-S

is to reap a harvest of
the spirit....

AWARENESS ama then auoreci&tion..



Briefly let us note some of the ways
IN WHICH OUR LIVES ACHIEVE
ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE.

To put it in the form of
a uestion:\

HOW NY WE LkSURE THE HARVEST OF
OJR ARS? k

-

/

c —

I.
4c-)

For one thins, the harvest of our
years is measured in OUR
GROWING CAPACITY FORPPRECIATION.

rfw4. -

William lames once told the girls at
Radcliffe that the purpose of an ed.catio

TEyQU
TO RECOGNIZE A GOOD i

Is iot o purpose of life
to teach us to recognize and arsLte

fr’

____

WORTH when we see it?
tt—?

/ It has been said that some people year
for endless life aho dont know what to do
with a raIny afternoon

At what point does empty ezist
become transformed into REAL LIFE?

I IS IT NOT AT THE POET OF
APPRECIATION OF VALUE - ETRINIC_VALUE

/
1e rash so fererishly after so ma ‘2 tliIflS?

oes define the meaning of life

7’e there not paints where we may be
I - -, 4- %, ‘ rR ‘- 4- -

5b1I. at iflOW ‘,u-’OD ]-oO &
APPRECIATE THE GCçiESS
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At the boc1nnIn of almost everi annual

confe ence of the flehodIst Church,
Charles We ey’s hymn is suns:

And re we yet Jive, and see each
otherE fac..

**%*

Then come the ro ds

WHAT TFQUEi3 IT:iE EEi

;HAT COFLITS VE WE P-i3ED

FIGHTING-S ITHOUT L FEhaRS WITHflT,
SflCE WE ASSEi LES LST....

All fe——

Is 11 for

is is a part of

in any sense a

rowth?



‘I.

measured in terms of

TI-I SORT OF PERSONS WE TURN OUT TO BE
TI-IE CHPADTER ‘1E ADHIEVE.

Browning thought of the world as a
“vale of soul— king.”

What sort of persons are we becominE
throuEh the experience, of living.?

%J —_Th --——-

1It has been said that that person is
ce pitied who RS iTOTfIi BT YJRS TO )

_______

cE

____

,%44r4*4******

Hazel

ierr with joy upon a child

and then upon a ‘;outh

and finafly turned to ONE
OF MATURER YEARS --

-YEAR3 WHICH HA BROUG-HT
SOMETHING- DEEP WITHIN

I
AG-am, the harvest of the years is

___________

_______



If life is maãe for living,

shoulã not the harvest of the

years BE HEA3UED BY T
CHADTER E ACHIEVE

L

)f€ft IO*_1i- ‘1EC[D—WITH

C-oi is experienced

in those deep processes at tI3e heart

of 1 ife (J

out of the soil of experience.

‘3/ 1
a pair of tranquil 1es../.eep within

thern burnea a stea lTTh that youth

has never known..

the light of understanin an of c’raoe

That quiet strength that comes when

souls have grown iull—stature.

1’f
L_ /
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_______

It Ja-g that
THE GREAT USE OF A LIFE IS TC SPEiE IT
FOR SOMTHflG- THAT WILL OUTLAST IT.

rL

The influence of a life sometimes)
tflTCUh direct association With

another;
,i

2ut often

through some institution ororaniza

which we help to create
in which we invest ourselves.

*
,‘- i-

ProbaLly everybody associated w eChu

HAS HOURS OF AGGVATIOi\ TITH /
THE machinery

the frustrations of te sstem;

Quite obviously, anybody who is oin
to work in

orEanized rel1ion or
organized education

or
organized anything. else

must make his mortal peace with
the*$ restrictions as well
as the opportunit lee -— ORG-AN IZT ION



But on the other hand, IT IS THIS VERY 1
FACT OF Ot-1\IZATION

which helps give continuity
to what we ao;

7v
We build ourselves and our work

into somethin whichroutlasts us..

AiL SO HULTIPLIES THE IiFLUENCE
OF uURiF(iRTb.

v

And so the harvest of the years is measured

not only in the persnal_character we ach

the direst influeuce we exert -—

ur modern poets s written:
Ni. and the q ting hour

/ And st so ttle done.

/ Surely every s si ye person feels he

/ FALLS ShORT ± IEAT IH SHOULD LIKE TO ADDOv

I ET Oi E OThER INL -— - ouli worki

/ th church through work in raencid

7 OUR (ORK IS MULTIPLIL IN

,

‘

BUT ALSO IN OUR CONTRIBUTION TO
INSTITUTIONS AND ORG-ANIZATIONS AND
CAUSES

which carry on from where we
leave off.



e co the
Ui—Th?

So of te1 irom

tro_i

the linkinE of our purooses
with 1arer purposes;

,-he investment ci self
( in that which

outs self...

1) A)

j4 “



V./rL /-?

___

But who would be so presumptuous
as to hold that the harvest of

human life and work

Ia to be defined solely in
human terms or human persoectives.

Our little systems have their day
They have their day and cease to he
They are but broken li.hts of thee --

Would we not agree that THE SUPREME
HARVEST OF OUR YEARS

IS THE GRO1DG AWARNESS THAT IT IS
GOD In whom we live and move and have
our beIng

[20,

That life Is of God

a God we come to know more fully
and truly through Jesus Clirist

AND BECAUSE LIFE IS OF GOD
LIFE HAS MEANING 1***4i

We may face our todays and tomorrows

Life is of—

and life finds its .tltimate fulfIllments
in God...

Ana thou,O Lord, art more than they.,)

Li

with greater faith and hope and



Ourisithin
C J A?jfLilmen

inf)iVud

,,irt/ /
1expetat4on ad I V

a e and,1 J £2 e.. C’ C1

so thrnc ver re
about top.. Tk V7—----7

j_\j
***4********** ***4*4*”% —

There is something curu1ative
the experience ofivinc:...

x ,L

Experiences do not simpiy come and

.t day builds on day;

Achievement builds on acvement

Va1ue builds onlue...

Aii r: PUT Ill

/ THE CONTEXT OF A At?—.%

INTERPRETATION OF LIFE AD THE UHIVERSE

1 / LL?-i’] l/d
(odTs more inclusive 4rnrtefli./

IN WHICH THE WORK OF OUR HANDS

THE HARVEST OF OUR YEARS..
:



WHAT DOES A MAN GAIN
BY ALL THE TOIL AT WRICH H TOILS

i Ln ‘JNDR THE SUN? i,Lt,-LI /Z_.,
t %( / —&--

AJVe may cain: ( .r

an alDpreciation of goones nnt beauty anö
truth an 1ove;-

Je main— L
rim u

{J ,7 Qtç/ +

4 .3ATL3FACTIO OF

EXERTING A PERSONAL IiPLUENCE FOR GOOi

P

_____

r 1ABUILLING I:IiR]1—-O INSTITUTIONS
Lii NOVENENTS JI-1ICH DARRY oN
a a nul4p.lj— -inf--;

A z
SHARE IN THE LRGERAL OF GOD

who makes all thins,)—

1:

£J.t TI.L31 . LL—

out of the soil of experience;

Th It( =
/

Y7 7-
In this soirit we maj all join with

the Psalmist in his prayer:

it,.

jL . -
(c.-%<

ESTASLISH THOU THE 1ORK OF

11t -


