THE HARVEST OF THE YEARS

,,,,, : " Christ Church
December 28, 1947



INTRODUCTION
Todey we come to the last Sunday in a passing ye&reeee

This year, as all years, has come to something of a
elimax in the Christmas Se880Mescece

And now wige that Christmas -eason’“%’faginning o Pade awr
we have just a few remaining days in this old yea.
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evaluationeeecee

It's a time for retrospection

We were given a year ==

\ Whaet did we make of i%?
How did we handle it?

3 have. Lt ;4,7‘?4’/(‘#

What really significent values,did=we
ontrevieerr—it?

/zﬁ-,w-v,c/'c- o ponLicy ?
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Just a year ago people were saying to us —

A Happy New Yell —w—w
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The chances are the year BROUGHT A VARIETY OF EXPERIENCES

some Were happy and aome were not ——cee
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,,f BUT WAS I‘r HAPPI IN THE SENSE OF BEmG A YEAR
4 IN WHICH WE MEASURED UP to the
responsibilities placed upon us «..

~——g Bignificant year?
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kloyd George was once playing golf
whe his compenion forgot %6 shut af gate thro' which ey

He went back and ‘after latching the gate, +told his friend
of en old,physician, who when dyting was asked if he
had a message for hisfriends -w=
4 which he replied he had no special mpssage, save i

"I always close the gates behind me.eee"
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At the close of a year, that is probably good counsel ——
to close the gates behind us ==~ and move OR —==w=-

for it is a law of the life process —= $0 moOvVe Oneee

And yet, in that moving along process
we need points of rest; %0 replenish inner resources;

jon exd #;valt.;ation )
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" 'dw—we points of retrospecty 3 7o
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We Mgt  pad mm t&_wz‘? =
If life just_a passing of time?

Is it just a collection of experijemces =—- end nothing more?
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it; OR IT THERE SOMETHING (CIMULATIVE)ABOUT IT ALL? 7
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Is it a progressive thing? An unfolding thing? /
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ww—wARE THERE SIGNIFICANT VALUES WHICH CAN COME
@¥eY OUT OF THE HEART OF EXPERIENCE? —e=w °“%
'f: Cay Le S &
. g0 that at the end of 1947 :\M we ape
BE REAL PERSONS -- in a larger, more mature sense

__than we were at the end of 1946 ~—
IF so theve |5 veel  meanmy To
This Time Preeess —




Centuries ago the Psalmist prayed the prayer —ee-

"3e teach us to number our deys, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdomMeecsese”
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The eloae of the year reminds us %*wdrﬂﬁﬂrﬁﬁ¥ﬁ"eF
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sxd reflécting on those values which make a
HUMAN LIFE == REALLY SIGNIFIGANT............

Ow  The we_Le.sj; ﬁ.s_nlle, havvest

d]) The weavs
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You reoall that eame Pnalmzat came to the onaai--nr

/3,'4,% the W ‘1\: = Hc qh{' qlem S’em‘m»’l
s ed—en—preyed: . . Qkuﬁtrrtl,lﬁﬂziiﬁ;
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He prayed:

"Establish thou the work of our hands; and
let the beauty of the Lerd our God be upon us."



As We look back over the year,then, —w=
ineed, back over fthe years

WHAT CONSTITUTES A REALLY MEANINGFUL HARVEST OF LIVING

What are some of the spirigual ghinga whichﬁgrouw

out of living — at its bost?
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F{zyﬁel?é 1ire ;m to =,lae meaﬁurea BT THE mnvwr WE
GgyﬁER OUT OF EX OF —ee & r
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Insofar as we live by a Christian philesophy of life =——e

there are some values WHICH WE WOULD ESPECIALLY
STRESS in talking about the harvest of the years.
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They are all quite intangible ww—=

THEY ARE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT,OUTWARDLY SEEN
they are INWARDLY EXPERIENCIDseee



m g roeile
For one thing -- THE- PASSING YEARS CAN ENLARGE OUR
TREASURY OF ENRICHING MEMORIES weeee

ook o sk ok sl ok ' ﬁi’—
Recently a very capable person - a specialiet in
\thman relationships —=
; addressed the Sunday evening meeting of our
youth fellowship.

And although he was talking to a young le's group
HE WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF W

RZCH AND FINE MEMORIES —w=—we
———= OVer the years they progressively become
a source of satisfaction and of st&bilityees
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It has been well said that GOD GAVE US MEMORY
THAT WE MIGHT HAVE ROSES IN DECEMBER

e

Sy w=—-=In the winters of human experience -~ fine
memories are rick blessingBeeecscse
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And in the spring and summer of experience ===
THOSE SAME MEMORIES GIVE LIFE ( DEPIH) abd (FUILNESS.,
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The life we live in our minda is quite ms important

as the life we live which is more vialble to the outside woldd

AND SO, WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE HARVEST OF THE
YEARS —eee=

we do well to include the treasury of memorye

U
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II. :
Again, one of the mest meaningful harvests of:the yeams
is to be found IN TERMB‘OF(FRIENDSHIfé .

EARREF RN R RN RN

Most people have numereus acquaintances -- but
deep and true friendship -- is a muchﬁfé?e thing —-
: end a much mere presious thing.

Wnet is friendship? Aristdtle omce gave a fine definition- :

%
He 335&'?”5*!?&3*ffiend ig .one soul in two bodiesees"

And olse spoke of "a fellowship of kindred mindse.s"
And somehow, it tekes varied experience to

discover and e resl friendshipee )
e Prie s ot

we wuelv A
Someone has put it this way: cene

“Fr;ends are like melens - shall I tell you why?

o find one good, you must & hundred £rye”
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George Washington once wrete a letter in which
he said this:
‘ Wppue friendship is a plant of slow growth, end
mist undergo and withetand the shocks of adversity
‘before it is entifled to the iéé‘;‘ﬁi‘ﬁ/ names "
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Surely, maturity involves a growing recognit ion
of the importance of the innexr life ==

and Iith‘that growing atrésa ﬁpon the inner 1ife --
THERE COMES A DEEPENING APPRECIATION OF FRIENDSHIP AT
ITS BESTessse not meve  acpuawfa—

g : beA Prlf-u:d‘lw'y\ pn. The level %
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BLESSED IS THAT PERSON WHO OUT OF THE EXPERIENCE

" OF THE YEARS =me—e ( ‘
HAS GLEANED THE HARVEST OF A FRIEND - or friendge

And if 1947 has meent the finding or the gﬁ}

~~ deepening of some worthful friendship
14 hes been achappp year, in that semses:

¥



III.
Again, the harvest of the years CAN BE MEASURED IN TERMS OF
PERSONAL GROWTH or PERSONAL PROHRESS :

And any year in whieh we do some growing.
in our thinking
in the quality of our work;
in overcoming some handicap
in_dealing with some difficult probl.
' in wrestling with some fear

t

ANY YEAR IN WHICH WE MAKE SOME PROGRESS IN
THE KIND OF PERSON WE ARE ——we

"THAT IS TRULY A GOOD YEAR AND A HAFPY YEAReeee
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And this kind of growth is noté%ﬁnfined to people of
a certain ageecee

A number of years &go, Prqugsbr Thorndike' the educator

took 465 adults -- @nd separated them into three oge-qrov
gpoups — TO _TEST THEIR ABILITY TO LEA

e —— e —————————
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firgt there were the really young people -in their 7
and then, the somewhat older felk - in their J's
AND THEN FINALLY === the old, decrepit folks

in their 40's —- and a bit overe.ee

We gave them all the same tests - and hew do you suppose
it came out ——
In every instance —= IT WAS THE THIRD GROUP THAT CAME OUT FIRS

So he wrote: "We have discovered that mature people can learn
practically anything that they want to0.

In every mental function they are thoroughly
plastic and teachable. In fect, the learning ability of
older people ig nearly asgreat as the learning ability of |
young people at the highly favorable ages f 17,18, and 19

SERERARKERRERBRRKEEERRERKS
Whet is it that gives the passing Yyears the STAMP
OF MEANING ANR SIGNIFICANCE —w——-
' Among other things ———PERSONAL GROWTH AND PERSONAL
PROGRESS ———m in dealing with varied experienccs
~"“in the kind of persoms We are ===

_____aND THAT IS SOMETHING VHICH 1S POSS{,ZLE = A_Sﬁ (g%
. ' p 7 frve i
YEARS UNFOLD. / A o ot Tt e



IvV.
Now agein, a8 we look within —== and try to evalua®
the things which matter mosf

WE WOULD ALL AGB%E THAT ONE OF THE RICHEST
POSSIBLE OF THE YEARS «=w

IS A GROWING SENSE OF SERVING and CONTRIBUTBB.
w—___———’—_———-____*—_'—_"' — —
to feel that some person or persons are finding life
somewhat richer —e—-
because of our work or influence.e.
is indeed a rich harvest -- of experiences

3
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And olﬁ man going a lene highway
Came in the evening cold and gray
To a chasm, vast end deep and widee.
The old man crossed in the twilight dim
The sullen stream had no fears for him,

But he stopped when safe on the other side

AND BUILT A BRIDGE TO SPAN THE TIDE.

"0ld men", said a fellow pilgrim near,
You are wasting youz_gstrength with building here;
Your jorney will end with the ending day,
b Lo, ] : e
You never again will pass this way =
You've crossed the chasm deep and wide

Why build you this bridge at evening tide?



The builder lifted his old gray head,
Good friend, in the. path I‘ha\l'e come he said -
There followath after me today -
‘A youth whose feet must pass this WeYe
This chasm which has been naughtltp me.
"To that fair-haired youth might a pitfall be;
He %00 must cross in the twilight dim -

Good friend, I am building the bridge for him."

PP
There are so many bridges which need building
in this WOrld —ewe

bridges of service —- of understanding —

To feel, somehow, that we have had a part{ —
or are having a part =- IN BUILDING THESE

BRIDGES =——-- is one of the richest harves}s of life.

If 1947 hes brought that satisfaction
in some measure
to that extelrtm it has been a happy yeare.
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I am sure-that the Psalmist thought of all¥f theeéd things -
GROWING OUT OF THE EXPERIENCE OF THE PASSING YEARS:
fine memories - L
abiding friendships;
the sense of personal growth;
the satisfaction of service.ceee

but with all of these —- THERE WAS SOMETHING MORE WHICH
HE SOUGHT out of the experience of the years ==
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Deep in hig heart was a yearming for THE ASSURANCE THAT
SOMEHOW HIS LITTLE LIFE
WAS A PART OF SOMETHING GREATER THAN HIMSELF
something abiding and, eternal ——-

So he sald:

"Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all genersg
Before the mountains were brought forth
Or ever thou hadast Bormed the earth and the world..
Even from everlasting to everlaatlng, thou art Godees
And then he prayed: "Let the beauty of the Lord

our God be upon us."
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A GROWING AND A DEEPENING SENSE OF GOD

Eil surely this is the richest — harvest of the years



In 1940 — during dark days for England ——
King George VI —- braadsaet a message oo his
people —mewm

and quoted these words from gybbdlailablé the
introduction TO AN OBSCURE BOOK OF VERSE:

"I said to a man who etood ‘at the gate of the
year: Give me a light that I may tread safely into
the unknown, end he replied:

Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into
the hand of Gode  That shall be to you better than

a light, a safer than a knowm way."

L2l

Across the centuries —- THE SENSE OF GOD
HAS BEEN MAN'S GREATEST LIGHT —- IN DARKNESS

MAN'S GREATEST INSPIRATION =-w- IN ALL TIMES OF LIFE

"0 God, our help in ages past
Our hope for years to comes"

&k ko

May 1948 be & happy-mew year for all of us
in those things which matter moste.

RAok A

Direot us O God, in all our doings by thy mest gracio
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that
in all our works, begun, catinued and ended in thee, we
may glorify thy holy naume.
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The Book of Ecclesiastes opens wilth
a pointed question:

WHAT DOES A MAN GAIN
BY AIL THE TOIL AT WHICH HE TOILS
UNDER THE SUN?

A
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_Be—lknei e the Jittle gnavers, ‘
but fie prevessmmges The—TTT1o questionses

P X % L Pla, —~ heTly Seom
%ggz*, 2 E bfpo— |
/' People of course have answered that

question ing4 variety of ways.

Eggggﬁaap%e,ﬁhhere is the answer which
says:

Vanity of vanities - all is vanity.

Life is a tale, told by an idlot,
full of sound and fury - signifying
nothing.

' An e come 44 re wrote
gf 11Y g nd/ thea wirdd lmg up-Wwi
no#fiing Hut tik hq forgo fgﬁ’ifﬁéﬁzere




\ & |
&Wﬁ There is another answef suggested in
the 90th Psalmese

The Psalmist lv@® contemplated the
enduring CHBRACTER OF GOD#%#
THE BREVITY OF HUMAN,,. LIFE:

Then praye£° S

Let the favor of the Lord our God be unon'
AND. ESTABLISH  THOUTHEsWORK: OF. OUR HANDSJ

1t qu""lﬂ-é_
He believed that IN THE MIPDST OF LIFE ——-
WE MAY BUILD:
ct,y¢,é.&/a7~/
We may/\se-u-e-hs-w share in that which
which has enduring significance,
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v REFIECT

Y Gﬁb}S MUNET'CR‘E&
1 S B GQ;B IS-£ES0 6% ERVOR OF VALtq

S Tn those. prncesses by which

good/gfo’v'f/s?
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ESTABLISH THOU THE WORK OF OUR HANDS.. ,

=
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LITTLE BOY: whose teacher told the
children to bring their birth certificat
to school on a certain dayee.

One 1little boy started out -- with this
piece of paper -whcl he didng
apple-tablet

I'VE LOST MY EECUSE FOR BEING BORN.

$6 6 353698 6263 30 e dede e S A S de b

In one form or other, 1ife asks =--
What are you making of it all?

What 1s<§§§9 exbuse for being borm?

CB’M S
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One possible reply is:

Vanity of venities - all 1is vanity.

FE _OF GOD -
i \j nd m and have
v ;

ES BLISH THOU Tt E”ggngF OUR HENDS.
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To move beyond the level of mere animal
exlistence; '

(:ﬁéi}geliggmeﬁﬁing of the divine disconte

¢  THE IARGER QUESTIONS

TO SENSE SOMETHING OF THE

DEPTH AND WONDER AND
MYSTERY

OF THAT OF WHICH WE ARE
A PARI‘...Q

TO COME - THROUGH EXPERIENCE ITSEER o

TO A GROWING SENSE OF PARTICIPATION
IN THAT WHICH IS DEEPESTSIN THE ‘
NATURE OF THINGS wewe—e

s to reap a harvest of
the 8piriteecee

e 3e e dedi

AWARENESS ~-- and then appreciation.. |



Briefly let us note some of the ways :ﬁ/
IN WHICH OUR LIVES )M ACHIEVE %88
ENDURING SIGNIFICANCE, — (4t St e/

-\._To put it Fgaralebt in the form of

a question:

HOW MAY WE MEASURE THE HARVEST OF

4 M-atc7

U lsd
I. Pt
For one thing, the harvest of our
years is te=sme measured in OUR
GROWING CAPACITY FOR_APPRECIATION,
[T
William James once told the girls at

Radcliffe that the purpose of an edicatio
IS TO TEACH YOU TO RECOGNIZE A GOOD MAN

WHEN YOU SEE ONE,

Is fiot ong purpose of 1life

241 to teach us to recognize and appreciate

WORTH when we see it?

(E a// = LN;Z/,
: S e e St e e K

.

)k

It has been said that some people yearf.
for endless 1life aho don t know what to do
with a rainy afternoon —=—-

X

At what point does @i/ cmpty existe
become transformed into REAL LIFE?

IS IT NOT AT THE POINT OF
APPRECIATION OF VALUE ~. INTRIN3IC VALUE?

Pe g
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We msh so feverishly after so mayy things?

b (Joes rushing define the meaning of life
Fied

e there not points where we may be

§ ~inwardly st1ll and know that .God 157 Goa
{ <" APPRECIATE THE GOQDNESS ?
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A curve in the road, and a hill-side
Clearcut against the sky

A tall tree, tossed by dhe autumn wind
And a white cloud riding highe

Ten men went along that road
And all but one went DYee

AND HE PUT THEM DOWN ON CANVAS
FOR THE OTHER BINE MEN TO BUY. : be

gr< % -5, /ﬂ
ﬁ,wp/ ’WW?’

'L
not the harvest of the years U}”/
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to be measured - in part - ’ﬁffg
il Oy v/

by e growing capacity y
APPRECIAT ION /]

’f/‘ﬂfﬁ beaut t‘tfrj?ﬁ
codness - beau -— truth?
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(ﬂ«» Thany, Thot' ehaagres

MffV«M e/ mukrf/&ﬂa‘?
PE—T=TEEY DECONE A PARD OF THE
Thrt” thor— ss¢) WHICH ENDURES.




At the beginning of almost every annual
confevence of the Methodist Church,
Charles Wesley's hymn is sung:

WHAT TROUBES NJAVE WE SEEN
WHAT COMFLIJTS \AVE WE PASSED

FIGHT INGS WITHOUTN\AND FEARS WITHIN,
SINCE/ WE ASSENBLES LAST ..eee

St S e e e SE N

A1l this 1is a part of Nfe --=

Is in any sense -- a gQil for

growth?
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Again, the harvest of the years is
measured in terms of

TEE SORT OF PERSONS WE TURN OUT TO BE
THE CHARACTER WE ACHIEVE,. Ube
pr’

U)bb
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Browning thought of the world as a
"vale of soul-making."

7k\ What sort of persons are we becoming
through the experiences of living?

Wllesppprspyn o Lt 2S

Tt has been said that that person is 0O
be pltied who HAS NOTHING BUT YZARS TO
PROVE HIS AGE, S

STy SN P ST
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_____ Hazel Kerr with joy upon a child

and then upon_a youth

and finally turned to ONE
OF MATURER YEARS --

K vEARS WHICH HAD BROUGHT
SOMETHING DEEP WITHIN emee—
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"o pair of tranquil ayes..bdeep within
them burned a steady 1 that youth
has never knowhe.

the light of understanding and of grace

That quiet strength that comes when
soulg have grown full-staturegr.

Sk e He S Hedh

g ey
egrcnl Arlztom.
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If 1ife is made for living,
should not the harvest of the
years BE MEASURED BY THE
CHARACTER EE ACHIEVE g™
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by which charact&¥ emerges

out of the soll of experience.
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III. %/'

The Harvest of our years comes to
express™in still another way —--

in the touch of 1ife upon 1life;

F e Sedededt

St One of the miracles of 1life

is the power of personal influence;

~ 7
Beget t eﬁgmila that hq;@ no cruelty|
Bg, g sweet pr,ea%’nce - a goaaﬂ""
é ‘i’ff Sedo e

KN ILEVER JiOFE INTENSE. |
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Having heard George Whijefield preach
a Yistener #aid:

TO BE'A CHRIST IAN.

—

THAT MAN TEMPTS j
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It wa5:ﬁﬁéad:ﬁ&%kﬂgeé—whé=ccmmenﬁeé that
THE GREAT USE OF A LIFE IS TC SPEND IT
FOR SOMETHING THAT WILL OQUTIAST IT.

346 304436 36 30254036 4 20 B aﬁi:ié%
2lils:

The influence of a 1life sometimes~
eames through direct asscciation with

another;
i Coumue—slet

But often it, semes=merc(indirewtly >

through some institution or orgeniza
usgeA

which we help to create
in which we invesq ocurgelves,
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Probatly everybody assoclated w’

HAS HOURS OF AGGRAVATION WITH
THE machinery

the frustrations of the system:

[P

Quite obkiocusly, anybody who 1is going
to work in

organized religion or
organized education
or
organizeﬁ anything else

as the opportunitles ——— ORGANIZATION
INVOLVES.

———

e de et 9636 3 Hede Hede de b e de e e e



But on the other hand, IT IS THIS VERY ﬂ/ |
FACT OF ORGANIZATION .

which helps glve continuity
: to what we do;
(o eusli e P 20
7 We build ourselves and our work g
into something whichroutlasts uSes

AND SO MULTIPLIES THE INFLUENCE
OF OU iEFFORTS¢

(V(
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And so the harvest of the years is measured
not only in the persgnal character we achi

the direct Influence we exert --

BUT ALSO IN OUR CONTRIBUTION TO
INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS AND
CAUBES

which carry on from where we
leave off.

SHOULD LIKE TO ACCO}:FJ.

OUR WORK IS MULTIPLIED IN INFIUENCES
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So ofteg, rom

—

the linking of our purposes
with larger purposes;

e e
the investment of self
in that which
ocutlasts selfees
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But who would be sc presumptuous
as to hold that the harvest of
human life and work

is to be defined solely in
human terms or human perspectives.

Life is of(God) —-

and 1life finds its wmltimate fulfilliments
in Godees

3396 323 e Hr 30 34 S S de e Fe b Se e e

—
OQur little systems have thelr day
They have their day and cease to be
They are but broken lights of thee
And thou, O Lord, art more than they.

= SNSRI

Would we not agree that THE SUPREME
HARVEST OF OUR YEARS v
IS THE GROWING AWARNESS THAT IT IS

0D in whom we live and move and have
our belng -- Lo
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That life is of God

a God we come to know more fully
and truly through Jesus Christ--

Fe TR TSI SN N2
AND BECAUSE LIFE IS OF GOD !
LIFE HAS MEANING ##ddid

We may face our todays and tomorrow: |
with greater faith and hgpe and

Joy -~




Bt day builds on day;
Aghievement builds on acjievement

Value builds on valu€ese

o e
" AND WHEN THIS Bxeessmmss 1S5 PUT IN
THE CONTEXT OF A REssemmsys— X!
TNTERPRETATION OF LIFE AND THE UNIVERSE

———
e

Te come to hope and believe in
' 1 _j_d/{y-&? %
God's more inclusive
ey

IN WHICH THE WORK OF OUR HANDS

THE HARVEST OF OUR YEARS.,.

== There 1s something curnulative &eowt Aur-
the experience ofb%iving...
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ﬁﬂi} WHAT DOES A MAN GAIN A
BY ALL THE TOIL AT WHICH HE TOILS
e ) ) UNDER THE SUN?

bogn———— NN e :
Sy lue, <k Ltléb £s

e may gain: | 7?&@&7%‘3,, m /‘f‘f{ 7

an appreciation of goodness and beauty and

° a eprr
truth and love; - & R e )

out of the soil of eXper'ience'

ma ain e MM +
,%:Ef SATISFACTIO’\T OF

EXERTING A PERSONAL INFLUENCE FOR GOOD
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In thls spirit we may all join with
the Psalmist in his prayer:
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